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Our Actual Study Verses for this lesson are in RED: 
1 Kings 8:10-16  (NLT) 
10 When the priests came out of the Holy Place, a thick cloud filled the Temple of 

the LORD. 11 The priests could not continue their service because of the cloud, for 

the glorious presence of the LORD filled the Temple of the LORD. Solomon Praises 

the LORD 

12 Then Solomon prayed, “O LORD, you have said that you would live in a thick cloud 

of darkness. 13 Now I have built a glorious Temple for you, a place where you can 

live forever!” 

14 Then the king turned around to the entire community of Israel standing before 

him and gave this blessing: 15 “Praise the LORD, the God of Israel, who has kept the 

promise he made to my father, David. For he told my father, 16 ‘From the day I 

brought my people Israel out of Egypt, I have never chosen a city among any of the 

tribes of Israel as the place where a Temple should be built to honor my name. But 

I have chosen David to be king over my people Israel.’” 

1 Kings 8:22-30  (NLT) 
22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the entire 

community of Israel. He lifted his hands toward heaven, 23 and he prayed, 

“O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in all of heaven above or on the 

earth below. You keep your covenant and show unfailing love to all who walk 

before you in wholehearted devotion. 24 You have kept your promise to your 

servant David, my father. You made that promise with your own mouth, and with 

your own hands you have fulfilled it today. 

25 “And now, O LORD, God of Israel, carry out the additional promise you made to 

your servant David, my father. For you said to him, ‘If your descendants guard their 

behavior and faithfully follow me as you have done, one of them will always sit on 

the throne of Israel.’ 26 Now, O God of Israel, fulfill this promise to your servant 

David, my father. 

27 “But will God really live on earth? Why, even the highest heavens cannot contain 

you. How much less this Temple I have built! 28 Nevertheless, listen to my prayer 

and my plea, O LORD my God. Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is 

making to you today.  
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29 May you watch over this Temple night and day, this place where you have said, 

‘My name will be there.’ May you always hear the prayers I make toward this 

place. 30 May you hear the humble and earnest requests from me and your people 

Israel when we pray toward this place. Yes, hear us from heaven where you live, 

and when you hear, forgive. 

Genesis 2:3-10  (NLT) 

3 And God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, because it was the day 

when he rested from all his work of creation.4 This is the account of the creation 

of the heavens and the earth. The Man and Woman in Eden 

When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 5 neither wild plants nor 

grains were growing on the earth. For the LORD God had not yet sent rain to water 

the earth, and there were no people to cultivate the soil. 6 Instead, springs came up 

from the ground and watered all the land. 7 Then the LORD God formed the man 

from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, 

and the man became a living person. 

8 Then the LORD God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and there he placed the 

man he had made. 9 The LORD God made all sorts of trees grow up from the 

ground—trees that were beautiful and that produced delicious fruit. In the middle 

of the garden he placed the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil.10 A river flowed from the land of Eden, watering the garden and then dividing 

into four branches. 

Genesis 3:2-9  (NLT) 
2 “Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman 

replied. 3 “It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are 

not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you 

will die.’” 

4 “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows that your eyes 

will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good 

and evil.”6 The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful, and its 

fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So, she took 

some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with 

her, and he ate it, too. 
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 7 At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their 

nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves. 

8 When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard 

the LORD God walking about in the garden. So they hid from the LORD God among 

the trees. 9 Then the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 

Genesis 2:13-20  (NLT) 
13 The second branch, called the Gihon, flowed around the entire land of 

Cush. 14 The third branch, called the Tigris, flowed east of the land of Asshur. The 

fourth branch is called the Euphrates. 

15 The LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over 

it. 16 But the LORD God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in 

the garden— 17 except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its 

fruit, you are sure to die.” 

18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a 

helper who is just right for him.” 19 So the LORD God formed from the ground all the 

wild animals and all the birds of the sky. He brought them to the man to see what 

he would call them, and the man chose a name for each one. 20 He gave names to 

all the livestock, all the birds of the sky, and all the wild animals. But still there was 

no helper just right for him. 

1 Thessalonians 5:18-28  (NLT) 
18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ 

Jesus.19 Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. 20 Do not scoff at prophecies, 21 but test 

everything that is said. Hold on to what is good. 22 Stay away from every kind of 

evil. 

23 Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way and may your whole 

spirit and soul and body be kept blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes 

again. 24 God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.25 Dear brothers 

and sisters, pray for us.26 Greet all the brothers and sisters with a sacred kiss. 

27 I command you in the name of the Lord to read this letter to all the brothers and 

sisters.28 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
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Matthew 21:10-18  (NLT) 

10 The entire city of Jerusalem was in an uproar as he entered. “Who is this?” they 

asked.11 And the crowds replied, “It’s Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

12 Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out all the people buying and 

selling animals for sacrifice. He knocked over the tables of the money changers and 

the chairs of those selling doves. 13 He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My 

Temple will be called a house of prayer,’ but you have turned it into a den of 

thieves!” 

14 The blind and the lame came to him in the Temple, and he healed them. 15 The 

leading priests and the teachers of religious law saw these wonderful miracles and 

heard even the children in the Temple shouting, “Praise God for the Son of David.” 

But the leaders were indignant. 16 They asked Jesus, “Do you hear what these 

children are saying? ”Yes,” Jesus replied. “Haven’t you ever read the Scriptures? 

For they say, ‘You have taught children and infants to give you praise.’” 17 Then he 

returned to Bethany, where he stayed overnight. Jesus Curses the Fig Tree18 In the 

morning, as Jesus was returning to Jerusalem, he was hungry, 

Matthew 23:32-39  (NLT) 
32 Go ahead and finish what your ancestors started. 33 Snakes! Sons of vipers! How 

will you escape the judgment of hell?34 “Therefore, I am sending you prophets and 

wise men and teachers of religious law. But you will kill some by crucifixion, and 

you will flog others with whips in your synagogues, chasing them from city to 

city. 35 As a result, you will be held responsible for the murder of all godly people of 

all time—from the murder of righteous Abel to the murder of Zechariah son of 

Berekiah, whom you killed in the Temple between the sanctuary and the altar. 36 I 

tell you the truth, this judgment will fall on this very generation. 

Jesus Grieves over Jerusalem37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 
prophets and stones God’s messengers! How often I have wanted to gather your 
children together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t 
let me. 38 And now, look, your house is abandoned and desolate. 

 39 For I tell you this, you will never see me again until you say, ‘Blessings on the 
one who comes in the name of the LORD!’” 
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Matthew 27:22-33  (NLT) 
22 Pilate responded, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 

They shouted back, “Crucify him!”3 “Why?” Pilate demanded. “What crime has he 

committed? “But the mob roared even louder, “Crucify him!” 

24 Pilate saw that he wasn’t getting anywhere and that a riot was developing. So he 

sent for a bowl of water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am 

innocent of this man’s blood. The responsibility is yours!”25 And all the people 

yelled back, “We will take responsibility for his death—we and our children!” 

26 So Pilate released Barabbas to them. He ordered Jesus flogged with a lead-

tipped whip, then turned him over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified. 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus27 Some of the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into their 
headquarters and called out the entire regiment. 28 They stripped him and put a 
scarlet robe on him. 29 They wove thorn branches into a crown and put it on his 
head, and they placed a reed stick in his right hand as a scepter. Then they knelt 
before him in mockery and taunted, “Hail! King of the Jews!” 30 And they spit on 
him and grabbed the stick and struck him on the head with it. 31 When they were 
finally tired of mocking him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him 
again. Then they led him away to be crucified. 

The Crucifixion32 Along the way, they came across a man named Simon, who was 
from Cyrene, and the soldiers forced him to carry Jesus’ cross. 33 And they went out 
to a place called Golgotha (which means “Place of the Skull”). 

Matthew 27:45-55  (NLT) 

The Death of Jesus45 At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three 
o’clock. 46 At about three o’clock, Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” which means “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” 

47 Some of the bystanders misunderstood and thought he was calling for the 

prophet Elijah. 48 One of them ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, holding it up 

to him on a reed stick so he could drink. 49 But the rest said, “Wait! Let’s see 

whether Elijah comes to save him.” 
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50 Then Jesus shouted out again, and he released his spirit. 51 At that moment the 

curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The 

earth shook, rocks split apart, 52 and tombs opened.                                                     

The bodies of many godly men and women who had died were raised from the 

dead. 53 They left the cemetery after Jesus’ resurrection, went into the holy city of 

Jerusalem, and appeared to many people. 

54 The Roman officer and the other soldiers at the crucifixion were terrified by the 

earthquake and all that had happened. They said, “This man truly was the Son of 

God!”55 And many women who had come from Galilee with Jesus to care for him 

were watching from a distance. 

John 2:14-25  (NLT) 
14 In the Temple area he saw merchants selling cattle, sheep, and doves for 

sacrifices; he also saw dealers at tables exchanging foreign money. 15 Jesus made a 

whip from some ropes and chased them all out of the Temple. He drove out the 

sheep and cattle, scattered the money changers’ coins over the floor, and turned 

over their tables. 16 Then, going over to the people who sold doves, he told 

them, “Get these things out of here. Stop turning my Father’s house into a 

marketplace!” 

17 Then his disciples remembered this prophecy from the Scriptures: “Passion for 

God’s house will consume me.” 18 But the Jewish leaders demanded, “What are you 

doing? If God gave you authority to do this, show us a miraculous sign to prove it.” 

19 “All right,” Jesus replied. “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 

up.”    “What!” they exclaimed. “It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple, 

and you can rebuild it in three days?” 21 But when Jesus said, “this temple,” he 

meant his own body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered he had said this, and they believed both the Scriptures and what 

Jesus had said. 

Jesus and Nicodemus23 Because of the miraculous signs Jesus did in Jerusalem at 
the Passover celebration, many began to trust in him. 24 But Jesus didn’t trust 
them, because he knew all about people. 25 No one needed to tell him about 
human nature, for he knew what was in each person’s heart. 
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2 Corinthians 5:15-21  (NLT) 
15 He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for 

themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for 

them.16 So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one 

time we thought of Christ merely from a human point of view.  

How differently we know him now! 17 This means that anyone who belongs to 

Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 

18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. 

And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in 

Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against 

them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 20 So we are 

Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ 

when we plead, “Come back to God!” 21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to 

be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through 

Christ. 

1 Corinthians 6:14-20  (NLT) 
14 And God will raise us from the dead by his power, just as he raised our Lord from 

the dead.15 Don’t you realize that your bodies are actually parts of Christ? Should a 

man take his body, which is part of Christ, and join it to a prostitute? Never! 16 And 

don’t you realize that if a man joins himself to a prostitute, he becomes one body 

with her? For the Scriptures say, “The two are united into one.” 17 But the person 

who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with him. 

18 Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does. For 

sexual immorality is a sin against your own body. 19 Don’t you realize that your 

body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by 

God? You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high price. So 

you must honor God with your body. 
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John 14:12-20  (NLT) 
12 “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have 

done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. 13 You can 

ask for anything in my name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the 

Father. 14 Yes, ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it! 

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit15 “If you love me, obey my commandments. 16 And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave 
you. 17 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, 
because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, 
because he lives with you now and later will be in you. 18 No, I will not abandon you 
as orphans—I will come to you. 19 Soon the world will no longer see me, but you 
will see me. Since I live, you also will live. 20 When I am raised to life again, you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 


