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What God says about artists?-God had shown Moses the design (Exodus 25:40); and by 

filling the artists with His Spirit, God guaranteed that the artwork produced would truly 

represent Him——not the ideas of man. Once the Tabernacle was finished and the Glory of 

God occupied it, the holy objects inside were not to be seen again by man. 

What does the word masterpiece mean in the Bible?-5) A masterpiece is precious–extremely 

valuable–to the artist. John 3:16 states this: “For God so loved the world that He gave His one 

and only son so that whosoever should believe in Him will not perish but will have everlasting 

life.” 

Bfc 12-20-21 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Where+does+it+say+we+are+God%27s+masterpiece?&rlz=1C1EJFC_enUS872US872&sxsrf=AOaemvKuH75Wwx5UbkdLLdemkoHqVotRUA:1640954691605&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=QvBCJsovT7mEQM%252CsYTGf4tjtotLEM%252C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kRjomSE50jLplCVNVOY8zlWCSt4og&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwja8_DLiI71AhVhRjABHepZCm8Q9QF6BAgUEAE#imgrc=QvBCJsovT7mEQM
https://www.google.com/search?q=Where+does+it+say+we+are+God%27s+masterpiece?&rlz=1C1EJFC_enUS872US872&sxsrf=AOaemvKuH75Wwx5UbkdLLdemkoHqVotRUA:1640954691605&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=QvBCJsovT7mEQM%252CsYTGf4tjtotLEM%252C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kRjomSE50jLplCVNVOY8zlWCSt4og&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwja8_DLiI71AhVhRjABHepZCm8Q9QF6BAgUEAE#imgrc=QvBCJsovT7mEQM
https://www.google.com/search?q=Where+does+it+say+we+are+God%27s+masterpiece?&rlz=1C1EJFC_enUS872US872&sxsrf=AOaemvKuH75Wwx5UbkdLLdemkoHqVotRUA:1640954691605&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=QvBCJsovT7mEQM%252CsYTGf4tjtotLEM%252C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kRjomSE50jLplCVNVOY8zlWCSt4og&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwja8_DLiI71AhVhRjABHepZCm8Q9QF6BAgUEAE#imgrc=QvBCJsovT7mEQM
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Engage Through Art (Internet Article) 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). From the very 

first verse of the Bible, God reveals himself as the Creator, an Artist. Everything within 

the universe is a magnificent element of the Great Artist’s masterpiece. As works of art 

created in God’s own image (Genesis 1:27), people are endowed with the ability to 

create as well. We can choose to join the Master Artist by being artists ourselves. 

One specific example of God using an artist is found in Exodus 35:30-35 where God 

called the artist Bezalel and filled him with his Spirit and with wisdom and 

understanding to make the tabernacle beautiful. The artwork that Bezalel and other 

artists created was commanded by God and became part of the center of Israel’s 

worship. 

Visual art—including stained glass, sculptures, and paintings—was incredibly important 

in the Middle Ages when most people were illiterate. Reading the Bible was unavailable 

except to the upper classes (who were more likely to be literate). But as artists used their 

gifts in visual arts to tell the stories, the biblical account became available to everyone. 

Biblical art was known as  “the Bible of the poor.” 

Biblical images are not just for those who cannot read, however. Images connect with 

our emotions and can convey deep truths. We have a faith that includes our minds and 

our emotions. Images can be powerful triggers to help us both remember the stories 

and truths of the Bible and to be motivated toward obedience. Jesus often used 

varieties of figures of speech (e.g., parables, metaphors, and similes) to convey his 

message. The Bible describes God in the abstract (holy, eternal, infinite, etc.), but it more 

often describes him using powerful and emotion-filled images (Father, King, Friend, 

Master, Warrior, etc.). 

Since art is often complicated and takes time to understand, it can help you slow down 

and meditate on a passage. In the presence of the Holy Spirit, you can combine a piece 

of art and the inspired words of the Bible, helping you to encounter the God of the Bible 

in a new way. 

Throughout history, many artists have acknowledged God’s sovereignty and position as 

the ultimate Creator, depicting in their work the accounts and truths that God has given 

to his people through the Bible. Virtually every biblical account has been visually 

portrayed at least once (and usually many times) throughout history and across cultures. 

In museums, galleries, churches, cathedrals, and homes around the world, such works of 

art are helping people gain a deeper understanding of God through Scripture. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A27
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+35%3A30-35
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• God’s Masterpiece (Internet Article) 
• Greg Laurie 

• I was getting a haircut one day when the guy cutting my hair suddenly stopped and said, 
“Look at that!” 

• I looked over my shoulder, and there was one of the most stunning sunsets I had ever seen. 
Several people got up out of their chairs and walked outside to take a look. It was such an 

incredible sunset that people stood there in awe. 
• Of course, it is a reminder that “the heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament 

shows His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1 nkjv). God is a great artist; there is no question about it. 
• But God’s greatest masterpiece isn’t some of the sunsets you may have had the privilege of 

seeing, or the Alps (as spectacular as they are), or the islands of Hawaii and Tahiti (as 
gorgeous and beautiful as they can be). 

• God’s greatest masterpiece of creation is you. And it is me. We are God’s greatest 
masterpieces. 

• In fact, we read in Ephesians 2:10 that “we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (nkjv). 

• That word workmanship could be translated, “we are His work of art.” We are His poem. Or 
as another translation puts it, we are God’s masterpiece. 

• Without question, man is God’s greatest creation. Man is His crowning achievement. 
• The psalmist wrote of this when he said, “You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body 

and knit me together in my mother’s womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully 
complex! Your workmanship is marvelous — how well I know it” (Psalm 139:13–14 nlt). 

• If we look at Scripture, it would appear that God has a plan for us, even before we are 
conceived. In Jeremiah we read, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you 

were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations” (1:5 nkjv). 
• God has His plan for a child, even before he or she is conceived, not to mention afterward. 

• And according to Scripture, there is a unique and custom-designed plan that God has in store 
just for those who have put their trust in Jesus Christ. God selected you and chose you so 

“that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7 nkjv). 

• That is what God wants to do for you. 
• If God were to reveal to you today how much He loves you, it would overwhelm you. It would 

devastate you to think of the love that He has for you in light of the way we all behave 
sometimes. 

• All He can give us at this point is the down payment of the Holy Spirit, and that alone 
overwhelms us at times. But in the ages to come, He is going to reveal His kindness and 

goodness toward us. 
• As I pointed out earlier, Ephesians says that “we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (2:10 nkjv). In 
addition to “workmanship” speaking of a poem or a work of art, it is a word that speaks of 

something that is perfect. It carries the idea of rhythm, orderliness, and beauty. 

https://www.oneplace.com/ministries/a-new-beginning/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/19-1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/2-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/139-13.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/2-7.html


4 
 

Gods Masterpiece – 2022 – Word for this new year and praying for Gods divine grace, direction, wisdom and 

leadership as we “become” His masterpiece through His handiwork upon and in us all. Bfc 

 

• When I look at my life, I don’t necessarily see rhythm, orderliness, or beauty. And I can 
guarantee that I don’t see perfection. When we see ourselves, we tend to see our flaws. We 

see so many things that need to change. 
• But God says, “You are my work of art. You are my poem. You are my masterwork.” 

• God is not like a doting father who’s oblivious to his child’s faults. Rather, He is your all-
knowing, yet all-powerful Father in heaven who can envision what you will be when it is all 

said and done. 
• God can look at you and can see what you will become before you have actually become it. 

• We look at ourselves and say, “I don’t get it. This doesn’t look like a perfect person. This 
doesn’t look like a work of beauty.” 

• But you are a work in progress. It is a process that doesn’t happen overnight. It is going to 

take all of your life on Earth. It won’t be completely finished until you get to heaven. 

Then you will see that you indeed are a perfect work of art — God’s 
We are a work in progress just like these pictures (will show before and after later)                    
The Middle rough draft is what I am praying will be our Logo when completed for our2022 verse 
in  Ephesians 2:10 -For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  Bfc pictures 
 
 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A10&version=ESV
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2022 Spiritual Growth Journey! 

A Work “in progress”  God showing us “step by step” what to 

do, where to go, and trusting Him for the outcome and 

“growth”.  
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Hi, this is Joni Ericson with an encouraging word from Ephesians 2. 

 

And I know you’ve read it many times: Ephesians 2, verse 10 where it says, 

“We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do.” I was visiting a church the other day 

and the pastor made reference to this same Bible verse. He explained that 

that word “handiwork” is, we are God’s workmanship, something he is taking 

great delight in creating. 

 This pastor then encouraged all of us in the congregation to stand up, reach 

out and touch someone sitting near us. “Give them a hug,” he said, “and if 

you can shake their hand, give their shoulder a squeeze.” Everyone happily 

complied, giving each other hugs and pats on the shoulder. When the 
congregation was told to sit down, he said, “Friend, I want you to know that 

you have just touched one of God’s masterpieces! You have touched a work 

of art, the very handiwork of God himself!” Wow! 

For some reason, that little exercise made Ephesians Chapter 2 come alive 

for me. You are not just a work of art in the making; God is doing the 
creating and that makes you a masterpiece. Unlike an ordinary painting, 

there is nothing ordinary about you. You are exceptional – because God is 

the artist, you are His masterpiece in progress.  

It got me to thinking. You know how art museums are places where curators 

hang the works of great painters, beautiful and expensive paintings? And so 

what do curators do? Well, I remember once visiting the Louvre museum in 
Paris. The place was filled with beautiful and expensive paintings. As we 

walked along ahead Ken and I saw a large group of people down the far end 

of a corridor. It was a small crowd and they were standing in front of a 

painting. ‘Wow, must be something famous’ I thought. And it was. It was 
Leonardo de Vinci’s “Mona Lisa”, the one with the famous smile. And 

because this was such a valuable work of art, actually, a priceless one; the 

curators had not only put it behind glass to ensure the temperature and 

humidity would not damage the Mona Lisa, they also had roped it off to keep 

people away.  

There was even a security guard standing nearby. All this was so curious, I 

thought. The painting itself was quite small, and it was virtually impossible 

to enjoy any details in the painting because you had to stay your distance. 

Don’t touch. Don’t come near. Your hands are not invited to touch this 

masterpiece. 
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Well, God treats his masterpieces quite differently. On the contrary, he 

invites us to draw near to each other, not stay our distance. Just like this 
pastor I mentioned, God invites us to touch and embrace one another, to 

hug, to hold. And believe me Ephesians Chapter 2 underscores that, as 

God’s workmanship, as his masterpiece. Oh my goodness, we are far more 

valuable than any painting created by human hands. We are not to be 

separated and segregated away from one another. 

I hope this speaks to you today; I hope this serves as a good illustration of 

the value that God places on your life, and on the lives of others around you. 

And may it also serve as a reminder to you that God wants us to draw near 

to others; maybe even getting involved in repairing the damage on one of 
those masterpieces of God near you—embracing and encouraging, touching 

and lifting up the hearts of those around you who are weary or dealing with 

illness or injury. These people are God’s handiwork and it just may be their 

heart needs to be mended; they need to be reminded that they, too, are a 

masterpiece in progress. 

© Joni and Friends 
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Engage Through Art(Internet Article) 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). From the very 

first verse of the Bible, God reveals himself as the Creator, an Artist. Everything within 

the universe is a magnificent element of the Great Artist’s masterpiece. As works of art 

created in God’s own image (Genesis 1:27), people are endowed with the ability to 

create as well. We can choose to join the Master Artist by being artists ourselves. 

One specific example of God using an artist is found in Exodus 35:30-35 where God 

called the artist Bezalel and filled him with his Spirit and with wisdom and 

understanding to make the tabernacle beautiful. The artwork that Bezalel and other 

artists created was commanded by God and became part of the center of Israel’s 

worship. 

Visual art—including stained glass, sculptures, and paintings—was incredibly important 

in the Middle Ages when most people were illiterate. Reading the Bible was unavailable 

except to the upper classes (who were more likely to be literate). But as artists used their 

gifts in visual arts to tell the stories, the biblical account became available to everyone. 

Biblical art was known as  “the Bible of the poor.” 

Biblical images are not just for those who cannot read, however. Images connect with 

our emotions and can convey deep truths. We have a faith that includes our minds and 

our emotions. Images can be powerful triggers to help us both remember the stories 

and truths of the Bible and to be motivated toward obedience. Jesus often used 

varieties of figures of speech (e.g., parables, metaphors, and similes) to convey his 

message. The Bible describes God in the abstract (holy, eternal, infinite, etc.), but it more 

often describes him using powerful and emotion-filled images (Father, King, Friend, 

Master, Warrior, etc.). 

Since art is often complicated and takes time to understand, it can help you slow down 

and meditate on a passage. In the presence of the Holy Spirit, you can combine a piece 

of art and the inspired words of the Bible, helping you to encounter the God of the Bible 

in a new way. 

Throughout history, many artists have acknowledged God’s sovereignty and position as 

the ultimate Creator, depicting in their work the accounts and truths that God has given 

to his people through the Bible. Virtually every biblical account has been visually 

portrayed at least once (and usually many times) throughout history and across cultures. 

In museums, galleries, churches, cathedrals, and homes around the world, such works of 

art are helping people gain a deeper understanding of God through Scripture. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A27
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+35%3A30-35
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• God’s Masterpiece (Internet Article) 
• Greg Laurie 

• I was getting a haircut one day when the guy cutting my hair suddenly stopped and 

said, “Look at that!” 

• I looked over my shoulder, and there was one of the most stunning sunsets I had 

ever seen. Several people got up out of their chairs and walked outside to take a 

look. It was such an incredible sunset that people stood there in awe. 

• Of course, it is a reminder that “the heavens declare the glory of God; and the 

firmament shows His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1 nkjv). God is a great artist; there is no 

question about it. 

• But God’s greatest masterpiece isn’t some of the sunsets you may have had the 

privilege of seeing, or the Alps (as spectacular as they are), or the islands of Hawaii 

and Tahiti (as gorgeous and beautiful as they can be). 

• God’s greatest masterpiece of creation is you. And it is me. We are God’s greatest 

masterpieces. 

• In fact, we read in Ephesians 2:10 that “we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” 

(nkjv). 

• That word workmanship could be translated, “we are His work of art.” We are His 

poem. Or as another translation puts it, we are God’s masterpiece. 

• Without question, man is God’s greatest creation. Man is His crowning achievement. 

• The psalmist wrote of this when he said, “You made all the delicate, inner parts of my 

body and knit me together in my mother’s womb. Thank you for making me so 

wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous — how well I know it” (Psalm 

139:13–14 nlt). 

• If we look at Scripture, it would appear that God has a plan for us, even before we 

are conceived. In Jeremiah we read, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 

before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations” (1:5 

nkjv). 

• God has His plan for a child, even before he or she is conceived, not to mention 

afterward. 

• And according to Scripture, there is a unique and custom-designed plan that God 

has in store just for those who have put their trust in Jesus Christ. God selected you 

and chose you so “that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of 

His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7 nkjv). 

• That is what God wants to do for you. 

• If God were to reveal to you today how much He loves you, it would overwhelm you. 

It would devastate you to think of the love that He has for you in light of the way we 

all behave sometimes. 

https://www.oneplace.com/ministries/a-new-beginning/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/19-1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/2-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/139-13.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/139-13.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/2-7.html
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• All He can give us at this point is the down payment of the Holy Spirit, and that 

alone overwhelms us at times. But in the ages to come, He is going to reveal His 

kindness and goodness toward us. 

• As I pointed out earlier, Ephesians says that “we are His workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 

them” (2:10 nkjv). In addition to “workmanship” speaking of a poem or a work of art, 

it is a word that speaks of something that is perfect. It carries the idea of rhythm, 

orderliness, and beauty. 

• When I look at my life, I don’t necessarily see rhythm, orderliness, or beauty. And I 

can guarantee that I don’t see perfection. When we see ourselves, we tend to see our 

flaws. We see so many things that need to change. 

• But God says, “You are my work of art. You are my poem. You are my masterwork.” 

• God is not like a doting father who’s oblivious to his child’s faults. Rather, He is your 

all-knowing, yet all-powerful Father in heaven who can envision what you will be 

when it is all said and done. 

• God can look at you and can see what you will become before you have actually 

become it. 

• We look at ourselves and say, “I don’t get it. This doesn’t look like a perfect person. 

This doesn’t look like a work of beauty.” 

• But you are a work in progress. It is a process that doesn’t happen overnight. It is 

going to take all of your life on Earth. It won’t be completely finished until you get to 

heaven. 

• Then you will see that you indeed are a perfect work of art — God’s masterpiece. 
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Psalms 19:1-The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament showeth his 

handiwork. 

Psalms 102:25-In earlier times you established the earth; the skies are your 

handiwork. 

Proverbs 12:14-By his fruitful speech a man can remain satisfied, and a man's 

handiwork will reward him. 

Proverbs 16:11-Honest scales and balances are from the Lord; all the weights in 

the bag are his handiwork. 

Song 7:1-How beautiful are your sandaled feet, princess! The curves of your thighs 

are like jewelry, the handiwork of a master. 

Isaiah 19:25-The Lord of Hosts will bless them, saying, “Egypt My people, Assyria 

My handiwork, and Israel My inheritance are blessed.” 

Jerimiah10:9-Hammered-out silver is brought from Tarshish and gold is brought 

from Uphaz to cover those idols. They are the handiwork of carpenters and 

goldsmiths. They are clothed in blue and purple clothes. They are all made by 

skillful workers. 

Lamentations 4:2-Though the precious people of Zion were like fine gold, how they 

are valued like clay vessels, the handiwork of a potter! 

Habikuk2:18-What profit is the idol when its maker has carved it, Or an image, a 

teacher of falsehood? For its maker trusts in his own handiwork When he fashions 

speechless idols. 

Psalm 139:11-13-11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me   and the light become 

night around me,”12 even the darkness will not be dark to you;   the night will shine 

like the day,   for darkness is as light to you.13 For you created my inmost being; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
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Ephesians 2:10 -For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

Psalm 139:14 -I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are 
your works; my soul knows it very well. 

Hebrews 11:3 -By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word 
of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 

Colossians 1:16-17 -For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in 

him all things hold together. 

2 Peter 3:4 -They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of 

creation.” 

Genesis 1:3 -And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. (Creation from 
the very beginning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A16-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A3&version=ESV
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Ephesians 2-We are Gods Masterpiece! 

2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to 

live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 

the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also 

lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its 

desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But 

because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with 

Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 

saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 

realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the 

incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 

Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do. 

Jew and Gentile Reconciled Through Christ 

11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 

“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in 

the body by human hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate 

from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of 

the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus 

you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
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14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has 

destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his 

flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in 

himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body 

to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their 

hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to 

those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one 

Spirit. 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow 

citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 

cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a 

holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a 

dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

 


