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KNOWING GODS WORD 
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esson #3 – “Reading vs. Studying” 

 

Introduction Verse - Acts 17:11  
11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in 

Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined 

the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true 

Job 32:8 - But it is the spirit in a person, the breath of the Almighty, that gives them 

understanding.  

a. Psalm 119:34- Give me understanding, so that I may keep your law and obey 

it with all my heart. 

b. Psalm 119:125 - I am your servant; give me discernment that I may 

understand your statutes. 

c. Proverbs 2:2 -turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to 

understanding. 

d. Proverbs 4:5 - Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget my words or 

turn away from them. 

e. Proverbs 16:16 - How much better to get wisdom than gold, to get 

insight rather than silver! 

f. Proverbs 19:8 - The one who gets wisdom loves life; the one who cherishes 

understanding will soon prosper. 

 Snail Shell: Reminds us to “slow down” and allow the Holy Spirit to 

reveal and teach us what His word has to say to us. 
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g. 1 Corinthians 14:20 - Brothers and sisters, stop thinking like children. In 

regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults. 

h. Ephesians 1:18 - I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in 

order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of 

his glorious inheritance in his holy people. 

Luke 19:17  “‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have 
been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’ 

Matthew 25:21  “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You 
have been faithful with a few things; (What are your few things?) I will put you in 

charge of many things. Come and share your  master’s happiness!’ 

Esther. 6:9- Let the robes and the horse be handed over to one of the king’s most 

noble officials. And let him see that the man whom the king wishes to honor is 

dressed in the king’s robes and led through the city square on the king’s horse. 

Have the official shout as they go, ‘This is what the king does for someone he 

wishes to honor!’” 

Psalms 44:21- God would surely have known it, for he knows the secrets                                              

of every heart. 

Psalms 64:6- God would surely have known it, for he knows the secrets                                        

of every heart. 

Psalms 77:6 - When my nights were filled with joyful songs.  I search my soul and 

ponder the difference now. 

Psalms 139:23- Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my 

anxious thoughts. 

Proverbs 25:2 & 27- It is God’s privilege to conceal things and the king’s privilege to 

discover them. And 27 - It’s not good to eat too much honey, and it’s not good to 

seek honors for yourself. 

Matthew. 2:8 - Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the 

child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so that I can go and worship 

him, too 

John. 5:39 - “You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. 

But the Scriptures point to me! 
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John 7:52- They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Search the Scriptures and see 

for yourself—no prophet ever comes from Galilee!” 

 Acts 17:11 - And the people of Berea were more open-minded than those in 

Thessalonica, and they listened eagerly to Paul’s message. They searched the 

Scriptures day after day to see if Paul and Silas were teaching the truth. 

1 Peter 1:10- This salvation was something even the prophets wanted to know 

more about when they prophesied about this gracious salvation prepared for you. 

 Proverbs 18:17 & 28:11- The first to speak in court sounds right 

    until the cross-examination begins. AND Rich people may think they are wise, 

    but a poor person with discernment can see right through them. 

 Romans 8:27  - And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is 

saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s own will. 

Who were the Bereans in the Bible? 

Answer: The Bereans were residents of the city of Berea in Macedonia. Paul and 
Silas preached to them during Paul’s second missionary journey. The account of 

Paul and Silas in this location is recorded in Acts 17:10-15. It reads, 
 

The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when 
they arrived, they went into the Jewish synagogue. Now these Jews were more 

noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. Many of them 

therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high standing as well as men. 
But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was proclaimed 

by Paul at Berea also, they came there too, agitating and stirring up the crowds. 
Then the brothers immediately sent Paul off on his way to the sea, but Silas and 

Timothy remained there.     

These Bereans exhibited several positive characteristics that marked their 
response to the gospel message. First and foremost, the Bereans were “more 

noble” because of their willing reception of the Word of God. Unlike the 
unbelieving Thessalonian Jews, the Bereans were eager to hear the teaching of 

Paul and Silas. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2017.10-15
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Second, the Bereans examined what they heard by comparing it to the Old 
Testament Scriptures. The fact that they honestly listened and conducted further 

personal research led many Bereans to faith in Jesus as the Messiah. This 
expansion of Christianity was not limited to those within the synagogue, but also 

extended to many Greek men and women in Berea. 
Third, the Bereans guarded Paul’s safety. When Paul’s enemies arrived from 

nearby Thessalonica, the Berean believers protected Paul by getting him out of the 
region. They did not turn him over to his enemies or disassociate from him as the 

Jews from Thessalonica might have expected. 
Fourth, the Bereans continued to grow in their faith. After Paul’s departure, Silas 
and Timothy remained in Berea. Why? The Bible does not explicitly say, but one 

reason was probably to give the Berean Christians a chance to obtain further 
instruction in the Christian faith. 

In summary, the Bereans have long been seen as a positive example of how a 

person or community should respond to biblical teaching. We are called to eagerly 

learn from God’s Word and, no matter who the teacher is, to investigate new 

teaching in comparison with the Bible. The practice of the ancient Bereans is a 

model for all who desire to grow spiritually today. 

The scriptures, which the Bereans were investigating so diligently, were the 

Hebrew Scriptures, the First Testament. Paul's preaching about Jesus had to 

harmonize with the predictions of the First Testament prophets. The Bereans 

wanted to make sure that what Paul was preaching was indeed the truth of God's 

word. So, they examined the scriptures daily. We all need to be following the 

example of the Bereans and search the scriptures daily. 

Think about this: the Bereans were taught by the most famous apostle and 

theologian of the early church, and the human author of at least 13 New 

Testament books. They may have heard about him casting the demon out of the 

slave girl, and the prison being destroyed as they sang praises to God. Yet, they 

searched the Scriptures when Paul taught, to see if his teaching was truly Biblical! 

They would not accept Paul's word at face value but wanted to know if these 

things were so.           
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 When they heard Paul teach, their settled reaction wasn't, "This guy has lost his 

mind." It wasn't, "This is a heretical doctrine, a suffering Messiah." Instead, the 

Bereans wanted to know, "Are these things so? Is this man teaching us the truth? 

Let's search the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things are so." 

Notice that the Bereans response to this strange teaching was to examine the 

Scriptures. It doesn't say they asked their rabbi or discussed it with their friend 

who is an expert on the Messiah. They went to the Bible, which is the only inspired 

document there is. They searched the Scriptures, i.e. of the First Testament, to see 

whether these things were so; to see whether the promises and types 

corresponded with the alleged fulfilment in the person, works, and sufferings of 

Jesus Christ. 

We do not know that a man's teaching is correct just because he is on the radio or 

television, or because of where and how much he has studied, or any other factor, 

until he has spoken, and we have examined the Scriptures for ourselves to see if 

his teaching squares with the Word of God as a whole. 

Most Christians today don't know their Bibles, they don't examine them daily or 

even weekly. They hear things taught, and they believe them without ever 

searching the Scriptures. Ask your average Christian, "What is God like?" What is 

the first thing they will tell you? "God is love"! Is that true? Yes, it is absolutely the 

truth: 
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Lesson #4 – “We have a Teacher” 

 

1 Corinthians 3:1 

Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as 

people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid 

food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready.  

1 Corinthians 2:15-16 - Those who are spiritual can evaluate all things, but they 
themselves cannot be evaluated by others. 16 For, “Who can know the LORD’s 
thoughts?    Who knows enough to teach him?” But we understand these things, 
for we have the mind of Christ.   
1 Peter 2:2 - Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow up in your salvation, cry out for nourishment.  
1 Corinthians 3:2- I had to feed you with milk, not with solid food, because you 
weren’t ready for anything stronger. And you still aren’t ready, 
Hebrews 5:12-15 -  You have been believers so long now that you ought to be 
teaching others. Instead, you need someone to teach you again the basic things 
about God’s word. You are like babies who need milk and cannot eat solid 
food. 13 For someone who lives on milk is still an infant and doesn’t know how to 
do what is right.  
Isaiah 11:2 - The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him (JESUS)— the Spirit of 
wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the 
knowledge and fear of the LORD.  
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Isaiah 40:13-14 - Who can fathom the Spirit of the LORD, or instruct the LORD as his 
counselor?14 Whom did the LORD consult to enlighten him, and who taught him the 
right way? Who was it that taught him knowledge, or showed him the path of 
understanding? NO ONE!!!  
John 14:16-17- And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to 
help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives 
with you and will be in you. 
John 15:26 - “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 
1 Corinthians 2:9-10 - However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no 
ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived”  the things God has 
prepared for those who love him10 these are the things God has revealed to us by 
his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God  

1 Corinthians 2:13 - This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human 

wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-

taught words. 

1 John 2:27 -As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and 
you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all 
things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, 
remain in him 
Revelation 2:29 - Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.                            
John 14:26  
26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,         

will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have  said to you.  

John 16:13 -13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the 
truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will 
tell you what is yet to come. 
2 Timothy 3:16-16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.                                                                                                                          
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Lesson #11 – “Soaking” 

  

 

Psalm 49:3 For my words are wise, and my thoughts are filled with insight. 
Psalm 5:1  O LORD, hear me as I pray; pay attention to my groaning. 
 Psalm 64:1  1 O God, listen to my complaint.  Protect my life from my enemies’ 
threats. 
Psalm 77:6 (NLT)-When my nights were filled with joyful songs.  I search my soul 
and ponder the difference now. AND Psalm 119:148 - I stay awake through the 
night, thinking about your promise. 
Psalm 1:2  (NLT)- But (I will) delight in the law of the LORD,  meditating on it day and 
night. 
Joshua 1:8  (NLT)-8 Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day 
and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you 
prosper and succeed in all you do. 

• Psalms 77:12 -Psalms 119:15-Psalms 119:27-Psalms 119:97 

• Psalms 119:99-Psalms 143:5-Psalms 145:5-Malachi 3:16 

Psalm 104:34  (NLT)-May all my thoughts be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in 
the LORD. 
Philippians 4:8  (NLT) -8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your 
thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and 
admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. 
1 Timothy 4:15 (NLT)-15 Give your complete attention to these matters. Throw 
yourself into your tasks so that everyone will see your progress. 
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Review Questions 
 

1. In Lesson #3, who were of “noble character” in Acts 17:11? What did they 
do after Paul’s 
teachings?_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 

2. In Verses A-I, what are some of the things we get when studying Gods Word 
– hint, the words are underlined AND repetitive in our lesson above? 

a. _______________________ 
b. _______________________ 
c. _______________________ 
d. _______________________ 

3. What does Luke 9:17 tell 
us?___________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 

4. In Psalms 44:21 and Psalms 65:6, what is being repeated 
here?________________________________________________________ 

5. What does John 5:39 
say?__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 

6. What were the four things noted of the Bereans from page four (4) in our 
notes? 

a. ______________________________________ 
b. ______________________________________ 
c. ______________________________________ 
d. ______________________________________ 

7. The practice of the ancient Bereans is a _______________ for all who desire 
to grow spiritually today. (pg. 5) 

8. In Lesson #4 – What does 1 Corinthians 3:1 tell 
us?___________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
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9. In 1 Peter 2:2, what are we to cry out for?__________________________ 
10. In Isaiah 11:2, what were the 6 things given by the Spirit of the Lord? 

a. ________________________________ 
b. ________________________________ 
c. ________________________________ 
d. ________________________________ 
e. ________________________________ 
f. ________________________________ 

11. In John 14:16-17. What does the Father send us?____________________ 
12. In 1 Corinthians 2:9-10, what does the Spirit search?_________________ 
13. In 1 John 2:27, what is the “anointing” doing – three things? 

a. ___________________________________ 
b. ___________________________________ 
c. ___________________________________ 

14. What does are the 4 things the scripture is useful for? 
a. _________________________ 
b. _________________________ 
c. _________________________ 
d. _________________________ 

15. What does Psalms 5:1 
say?__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 

16. What does Psalms 1:2  say?_______________________________________ 
17. What does 1 Timothy 4:15 

say?__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
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