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Genesis 29- (NLT) 
29 Then Jacob hurried on, finally arriving in the land of the east. 2 He saw a well in the distance. 

Three flocks of sheep and goats lay in an open field beside it, waiting to be watered. But a heavy 

stone covered the mouth of the well. 3 It was the custom there to wait for all the flocks to arrive 

before removing the stone and watering the animals. Afterward the stone would be placed back 

over the mouth of the well. 4 Jacob went over to the shepherds and asked, “Where are you from, 

my friends?” 

“We are from Haran,” they answered. 5 “Do you know a man there named Laban, the grandson 

of Nahor?” he asked. “Yes, we do,” they replied. 6 “Is he doing well?” Jacob asked. “Yes, he’s 

well,” they answered. “Look, here comes his daughter Rachel with the flock now.” 7 Jacob said, 

“Look, it’s still broad daylight—too early to round up the animals. Why don’t you water the 

sheep and goats so they can get back out to pasture?” 

8 “We can’t water the animals until all the flocks have arrived,” they replied. “Then the shepherds 

move the stone from the mouth of the well, and we water all the sheep and goats.” 9 Jacob was 

still talking with them when Rachel arrived with her father’s flock, for she was a shepherd. 10 And 

because Rachel was his cousin—the daughter of Laban, his mother’s brother—and because the 

sheep and goats belonged to his uncle Laban, Jacob went over to the well and moved the stone 

from its mouth and watered his uncle’s flock. 11 Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and he wept 

aloud. 12 He explained to Rachel that he was her cousin on her father’s side—the son of her aunt 

Rebekah. So Rachel quickly ran and told her father, Laban. 

13 As soon as Laban heard that his nephew Jacob had arrived, he ran out to meet him. He 

embraced and kissed him and brought him home. When Jacob had told him his story, 14 Laban 

exclaimed, “You really are my own flesh and blood!” 
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Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel-After Jacob had stayed with Laban for about a month, 15 Laban 

said to him, “You shouldn’t work for me without pay just because we are relatives. Tell me how 

much your wages should be.” 

16 Now Laban had two daughters. The older daughter was named Leah, and the younger one was 

Rachel. 17 There was no sparkle in Leah’s eyes, but Rachel had a beautiful figure and a lovely 

face. 18 Since Jacob was in love with Rachel, he told her father, “I’ll work for you for seven years if 

you’ll give me Rachel, your younger daughter, as my wife.” 

19 “Agreed!” Laban replied. “I’d rather give her to you than to anyone else. Stay and work with 

me.” 20 So Jacob worked seven years to pay for Rachel. But his love for her was so strong that it 

seemed to him but a few days. 21 Finally, the time came for him to marry her. “I have fulfilled my 

agreement,” Jacob said to Laban. “Now give me my wife so I can sleep with her.” 

22 So Laban invited everyone in the neighborhood and prepared a wedding feast. 23 But that 

night, when it was dark, Laban took Leah to Jacob, and he slept with her. 24 (Laban had given 

Leah a servant, Zilpah, to be her maid.) 25 But when Jacob woke up in the morning—it was Leah! 

“What have you done to me?” Jacob raged at Laban. “I worked seven years for Rachel! Why have 

you tricked me?” 

26 “It’s not our custom here to marry off a younger daughter ahead of the firstborn,” Laban 

replied. 27 “But wait until the bridal week is over; then we’ll give you Rachel, too—provided you 

promise to work another seven years for me.” 28 So Jacob agreed to work seven more years. A 

week after Jacob had married Leah, Laban gave him Rachel, too. 29 (Laban gave Rachel a servant, 

Bilhah, to be her maid.) 30 So Jacob slept with Rachel, too, and he loved her much more than 

Leah. He then stayed and worked for Laban the additional seven years. 

Jacob’s Many Children-31 When the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, he enabled her to have 

children, but Rachel could not conceive. 32 So Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She 

named him Reuben, for she said, “The LORD has noticed my misery, and now my husband will love 

me.” 
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33 She soon became pregnant again and gave birth to another son. She named him Simeon, for 

she said, “The LORD heard that I was unloved and has given me another son.” 34 Then she became 

pregnant a third time and gave birth to another son. He was named Levi, for she said, “Surely 

this time my husband will feel affection for me, since I have given him three sons!” 35 Once again 

Leah became pregnant and gave birth to another son. She named him Judah, for she said, “Now I 

will praise the LORD!” And then she stopped having children.  

 

Genesis 30 (NLT) 
 

30 When Rachel saw that she wasn’t having any children for Jacob, she became jealous of her 

sister. She pleaded with Jacob, “Give me children, or I’ll die!” 2 Then Jacob became furious with 

Rachel. “Am I God?” he asked. “He’s the one who has kept you from having children!” 

3 Then Rachel told him, “Take my maid, Bilhah, and sleep with her. She will bear children for 

me, and through her I can have a family, too.” 4 So Rachel gave her servant, Bilhah, to Jacob as a 

wife, and he slept with her. 5 Bilhah became pregnant and presented him with a son. 6 Rachel 

named him Dan, for she said, “God has vindicated me! He has heard my request and given me a 

son.” 7 Then Bilhah became pregnant again and gave Jacob a second son. 8 Rachel named him 

Naphtali, for she said, “I have struggled hard with my sister, and I’m winning!” 

9 Meanwhile, Leah realized that she wasn’t getting pregnant anymore, so she took her servant, 

Zilpah, and gave her to Jacob as a wife. 10 Soon Zilpah presented him with a son. 11 Leah named 

him Gad, for she said, “How fortunate I am!” 12 Then Zilpah gave Jacob a second son. 13 And Leah 

named him Asher, for she said, “What joy is mine! Now the other women will celebrate with 

me.” 
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14 One day during the wheat harvest, Reuben found some mandrakes growing in a field and 

brought them to his mother, Leah. Rachel begged Leah, “Please give me some of your son’s 

mandrakes.” 15 But Leah angrily replied, “Wasn’t it enough that you stole my husband? Now will 

you steal my son’s mandrakes, too?” Rachel answered, “I will let Jacob sleep with you tonight if 

you give me some of the mandrakes.” 

16 So that evening, as Jacob was coming home from the fields, Leah went out to meet him. “You 

must come and sleep with me tonight!” she said. “I have paid for you with some mandrakes that 

my son found.” So that night he slept with Leah. 17 And God answered Leah’s prayers. She 

became pregnant again and gave birth to a fifth son for Jacob. 18 She named him Issachar, for she 

said, “God has rewarded me for giving my servant to my husband as a wife.” 19 Then Leah 

became pregnant again and gave birth to a sixth son for Jacob. 20 She named him Zebulun, for 

she said, “God has given me a good reward. Now my husband will treat me with respect, for I 

have given him six sons.” 21 Later she gave birth to a daughter and named her Dinah. 

22 Then God remembered Rachel’s plight and answered her prayers by enabling her to have 

children. 23 She became pregnant and gave birth to a son. “God has removed my disgrace,” she 

said. 24 And she named him Joseph, for she said, “May the LORD add yet another son to my 

family.” 

Jacob’s Wealth Increases-25 Soon after Rachel had given birth to Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, 

“Please release me so I can go home to my own country. 26 Let me take my wives and children, 

for I have earned them by serving you, and let me be on my way. You certainly know how hard I 

have worked for you.” 27 “Please listen to me,” Laban replied. “I have become wealthy, 

for the LORD has blessed me because of you. 28 Tell me how much I owe you. Whatever it is, I’ll 

pay it.” 

29 Jacob replied, “You know how hard I’ve worked for you, and how your flocks and herds have 

grown under my care. 30 You had little indeed before I came, but your wealth has increased 

enormously. The LORD has blessed you through everything I’ve done. But now, what about me? 

When can I start providing for my own family?” 31 “What wages do you want?” Laban asked 

again. 
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Jacob replied, “Don’t give me anything. Just do this one thing, and I’ll continue to tend and watch 

over your flocks. 32 Let me inspect your flocks today and remove all the sheep and goats that are 

speckled or spotted, along with all the black sheep. Give these to me as my wages. 33 In the 

future, when you check on the animals you have given me as my wages, you’ll see that I have 

been honest. If you find in my flock any goats without speckles or spots, or any sheep that are 

not black, you will know that I have stolen them from you.” 

34 “All right,” Laban replied. “It will be as you say.” 35 But that very day Laban went out and 

removed the male goats that were streaked and spotted, all the female goats that were speckled 

and spotted or had white patches, and all the black sheep. He placed them in the care of his own 

sons, 36 who took them a three-days’ journey from where Jacob was. Meanwhile, Jacob stayed 

and cared for the rest of Laban’s flock. 

37 Then Jacob took some fresh branches from poplar, almond, and plane trees and peeled off 

strips of bark, making white streaks on them. 38 Then he placed these peeled branches in the 

watering troughs where the flocks came to drink, for that was where they mated. 39 And when 

they mated in front of the white-streaked branches, they gave birth to young that were streaked, 

speckled, and spotted. 40 Jacob separated those lambs from Laban’s flock. And at mating time he 

turned the flock to face Laban’s animals that were streaked or black. This is how he built his own 

flock instead of increasing Laban’s. 

41 Whenever the stronger females were ready to mate, Jacob would place the peeled branches in 

the watering troughs in front of them. Then they would mate in front of the branches. 42 But he 

didn’t do this with the weaker ones, so the weaker lambs belonged to Laban, and the stronger 

ones were Jacob’s. 43 As a result, Jacob became very wealthy, with large flocks of sheep and 

goats, female and male servants, and many camels and donkeys. 
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“DIGGING DEEPER” – RESOURCES FROM SEVERAL AUTHORS/WRITERS 

 

A heroic woman named Leah. 
An unusual story of a young girl named Leah begins in Genesis 29. There was a man named 

Laban who had two daughters, Leah and Rachel. Leah was the oldest; however, her younger 

sister Rachel was considered more beautiful. It was also during this time that Jacob, son of 

Rebekah and Isaac, was seeking safety far away from his brother Esau, who was trying to kill him 

for stealing his inheritance. When Jacob found his way onto Laban’s land, he saw Rachel, Laban’s 

youngest daughter, and fell in love. 

Jacob agreed to serve Laban for seven years in exchange for Rachel’s hand in marriage. At the 

end of the seven years, Laban cruelly deceived Jacob during the promised wedding to Rachel. It 

was customary to bring the bride to the bedchamber of her husband during the wedding 

ceremony in silence and darkness. The next morning Jacob discovered that he had married Leah 

and not Rachel. 

 Laban explained that the younger sister could not be married before the first-born. Jacob loved 

Rachel and agreed to remain married to Leah. Laban allowed Jacob to marry Rachel the following 

week but had to promise to serve Laban for another seven years. Leah was the wife of Jacob, a 

man who did not love her, and she also had to share her husband with her sister.  

Leah loved Jacob and prayed about her situation, and God had compassion for Leah. Genesis 

29:31 says, “When the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, He opened her womb; but Rachel was 

barren.” God rewarded Leah with the first-born son of Jacob, which was a significant honor for a 

wife in those days. 

Leah hoped that Jacob would now love her and find favor with her, but unfortunately, this was 

not the case. Leah eventually gave birth to six sons and one daughter and ultimately found her 

joy and favor with God. Her six sons became the representatives of six of the twelve tribes of 

Israel.  
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The names Leah chose for her sons demonstrated her honor and faithfulness to God for His 

blessings.  Leah may not have been as outwardly attractive as her sister, but what she lacked in 

beauty she made up for in loyalty to Jacob as a wife, a good mother to his children, and her 

faithfulness to God. 

When we feel unloved or unattractive, we can turn to look at God’s faithfulness in our lives. God 

sees our pain and our struggles, and like Leah, He will bless us in our devotion to Him. God does 

not see outward beauty, but the beauty within our hearts. Although Leah may not seem to have 

great courage or strength, she demonstrated a quiet and loyal faithfulness to God and her 

family. Ultimately, Jesus would come from the ancestral line of Judah, one of her sons. Despite 

the overwhelming pain of rejection, Leah found herself blessed beyond measure. 

The Woman Lacking Loveliness Was Yet Loyal 

Scripture References—Genesis 29; 30; 49:31; Ruth 4:11 

Name Meaning—Leah as a name has been explained in many ways. “Wearied” or “Faint from 
Sickness” with a possible reference to her precarious condition at the time of birth. The narrative 
tells us that she was “tender eyed” (Genesis 29:17), which can mean that her sight was weak or 
that her eyes lacked that luster reckoned a conspicuous part of female beauty which Rachel her 
sister “beautiful and well-favored” evidently had. 

The romantic story of Jacob and his two wives never loses its appeal. After fleeing from and 
meeting God at Bethel, Jacob reached Haran and at Laban’s well he met his cousin Rachel 
drawing water for the sheep. It was love at first sight for Jacob, and his love remained firm until 
Rachel’s death in giving birth to her second child.  

Whether Leah participated in the deceit to win Jacob from her more beautiful sister we do not 
know. The moral tone of the home was low, and Leah may have been a child of environment. 
This much is evident, that although she knew that the love of her husband’s heart was not for 
her but for Rachel, Leah genuinely loved Jacob and was true to him until he buried her in the 
cave of Machpelah. While Jacob was infatuated with Rachel’s beauty, and loved her, there is no 
indication that she loved him in the same way. “Rachel remains one of those women with 
nothing to recommend her but beauty,” says H. V. Morton. “She is bitter, envious, quarrelsome 
and petulant. The full force of her hatred is directed against her sister, Leah.” 

The names Leah gave her children testified to the miraculous faith God had planted in her heart. 
Somewhat despised by Jacob, she was yet remembered by the Lord. In spite of the polygamous 
marriage, she became the mother of six sons who were to become the representatives of six of 
the twelve tribes of Israel. 
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 The names Leah chose revealed her piety and sense of obligation to the Lord. Reuben, her first-
born, means “Behold a son,” and Leah praised God for looking favorably upon her. Thus, divine 
compassion was carefully treasured in such a name which also the holder tarnished. 

Simeon, the second son, means “Hearing,” so given by Leah since God had heard her cry because 
of Rachel’s hatred. Such a name as Simeon is a lasting monument of answered prayer. Levi, the 
next to be born implies, “Joined” and Leah rejoices feeling that her husband would now love her, 
and that through Levi’s birth she would be more closely united to her husband. 

Judah was the fourth son to be born to Leah, and she gave him a name meaning “Praise.” 
Perhaps by now Jacob had become a little more affectionate. Certainly, the Lord had been good 
to both Leah and Jacob, and with the selfishness in her heart defeated, Leah utters a sincere Soli 
Deo Gloria—“I will praise the Lord.” Leah had two other sons named Issachar and Zebulun, and a 
daughter, Dinah. Leah was uncomely when compared to her lovely sister, but what she lacked in 
beauty she made up for in loyalty to Jacob as a wife, and as a good mother to his children. “It 
seems that homely Leah was a person of deep-rooted piety and therefore better suited to 
become instrumental in carrying out the plans of Jehovah than her handsome, but worldly-
minded, sister, Rachel.” 

One evident lesson we can learn from the triangle of love in that ancient Israelite home is that 
solemn choices should not be based upon mere external appearances. Rachel was beautiful, and 
as soon as Jacob saw her he fell for her. But it was Leah, not Rachel, who bore Judah through 
whose line the Saviour came. The unattractive Leah might have repelled others, but God was 
attracted toward her because of an inner beauty which the lovely Rachel lacked. “There are two 
kinds of beauty,” Kuyper reminds us. “There is a beauty which God gives at birth, and which 
withers as a flower. And there is a beauty which God grants when by His grace men are born 
again. That kind of beauty never vanishes but blooms eternally.” Behind many a plain or ugly face 
there is a most lovely disposition. Also, God does not look upon the outward appearance, but 
upon the heart. 

Sons of Rachel-It was after God had finished filling up Leah’s life with children that “God 
remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb” (Genesis 30:22). The timing 
was significant. Jacob’s growing family, with Leah’s numerous children, had brought joy to Leah 
and humbled Rachel.-Now God answered Rachel’s request, and when Rachel bore her firstborn 
son, Joseph, Rachel said, “God has taken away my reproach” (Genesis 30:23).  Joseph means “He 
Will Add,” for Rachel believed, “The LORD shall add to me another son” (verse 24). And Rachel was 
right; she would yet have one more son, whom Jacob would call Benjamin. 

Rachel and Leah agree-Did the rift between the sisters ever become healed? The Bible doesn’t 
say. But when Jacob wanted to leave Laban, both Rachel and Leah answered Jacob together in 
unison, indicating that they thought alike about their father Laban and about Jacob’s plan to leave: 
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“Is there still any portion or inheritance for us in our father’s house? Are we not considered 
strangers by him? For he has sold us, and also completely consumed our money. For all these 
riches which God has taken from our father are really ours and our children’s; now then, whatever 
God has said to you, do it” (Genesis 31:14-16). 

Lessons from Leah’s life-What can we learn from Leah’s story? For one, a well-known blessing, 
which all Israel knew, was later pronounced upon Ruth: “The LORD make the woman who is 
coming to your house like Rachel and Leah, the two who built the house of Israel” (Ruth 4:11). 
Leah and Rachel (and their maids) did indeed build the house of Israel—12 sons and a daughter! 
God can work His will in spite of human imperfections, motives and emotions. Rachel and Leah had 
imperfections, as all men and women do. But in spite of those, God used them to build the house 
of Israel. 

Leah’s faith-We can also learn a lesson from Leah’s faith in God and from her trials.-God is the 
giver of all good gifts, and Leah always gave credit to God and God’s providence. When she felt 
alone and unloved, she prayed and trusted in God, and God was there to help. God is the giver of 
all good gifts, and Leah always gave credit to God and God’s providence. When she felt alone and 
unloved, she prayed and trusted in God, and God was there to help. She held on to hope and saw 
that God was blessing her.-God was faithful in giving her an endowment of children—an 
inheritance. Leah’s husband, Jacob, did indeed dwell with Leah—in the land that the children of 
Israel would inherit. 
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Leah- Audio Teaching Notes from Gail Mays 

 
 Two sisters married to the same man. 

o Leah 
o Racheal 

 Both women considered great women of the bible. 
 They had a big part in building of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

o They each had two hand maidens. 
o Jacob had 4 wives. 

▪ 4 women and 12 tribes of Israel. 
 Rachel meets Jacob at the well. 

o He kissed her. 
o It was on the hand. 
o This was a greeting gesture in those days. 
o He wept for joy. 

▪ They were actually cousins. 
 Laban was Jacobs uncle. 
 These women teach us LOVE is the answer for all things in life! 

o There is POWER in LOVE 
o Leah reflects the attitude of love. 

▪ The simplicity of love 
▪ Positive emotion of love 

• Love forgives, heals and restores. 
 The right and wrong way of love 

o Gods love has controls on us. 
▪ Love covers a multitude of sins. 
▪ Agape love – antidote against sin and evil. 

 Jacob having 2 wives (2 handmaidens) presents a lot of questions for us. 
o The multiply wives were not ordained by God. 
o In the beginning, marriage was to be between one man and one woman. 

▪ The conditions of Israel at this time were full of pagan practices. 
▪ Much like this world is today. 
▪ Society dictates the way we live. 
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 There was romance, deception and cruelty in this story of Leah and her sister Rachel. 
 Jacob pays a high price for his bride, Rachel. 

o He worked 7 years without pay 
o He was considered the most devoted lover in the bible. 

 Where did the Jacob meet Rachel? Genesis 29:6 
o At the well in Haran 
o A beautiful setting 
o Rachel comes as a shepherdess of the sheep. 
o The meeting was providence at work. 
o Divine appointment of God 

▪ God has divine appointments in our lives. 
▪ God has plans, not problems. 

 Jacob is deep in love at first sight. 
o He works for 7 years without pay for Rachel. 
o Remember this, Jacob was running for his life at this time from his brother Esau; 

he had stolen Esau’s birthright and his blessing from Father Abraham. 
 Jacob had no dowry to give for Rachel – so he worked to pay for her, he ran away with 

the shirt on his back. 
o He was quoted saying: “7 days are mere days” and was worth it waiting for Rachel 

because he loved her so much. She was gorgeous. 
 Laban deceives Jacob and gives him Leah instead. 

o Laban is not a nice guy! 
o The custom was for the eldest daughter to marry first. 
o What grief Leah dealt with being unloved by Jacob. 

 Now Jacob works another week, and Laban gives him Rachel after the first wedding 
festivities are ended but has to work another 7 years without pay. 

 Jacob now deceived as he formerly deceived Abraham and Esau (14 years, pay back time 
for Jacob) 

 After 20 years of Jacob working for Laban, God tells him to go back home, 500 miles 
away. 

o This is the only time these 2 women agreed with Jacob. 
o They were ready to go to the promised land with Jacob. 

 Rachel is pregnant at this time with Benjamin. 
o She dies on the trip giving birth to Benjamin and buried along side the road on the 

way to Bethlehem. 
o When the time came and Leah died, she was buried with Abraham, Sarah, and 

Jacob, her husband. 
▪ Love conquers all. 

 Leah is tender eyed: No one really knows exactly what that meant, various commentaries 
only speculate various eye issues. 

o Rachel was beautiful and favored and liked by everyone. 
o Outward verses inward beauty 
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▪ Rachel Outward beauty 
▪ Leah Inward beauty 

• Beauty shines forth from the inside. 

• Leah was unwanted and had a great relationship with God – 
Spiritual. 

• Leah is blessed by God and bears 4 sons and 1 daughter for Jacob. 

• Rachel was self-centered, unspiritual, bitter, jealous, nasty, hated 
Leah children. 

 Rachel was barren – a curse on her. 
o She had the give me, give me attitude. 
o She had maidservant get pregnant by Jacob to have children (helping God out) 
o Rachel did not trust God. 
o Rachel never got right with God until close to the end of her life. 

 In Genesis 30:22 – The moment Rachel cried out to God, he remembered her and gave 
he a son. Joseph. She repented and God opened her womb. 

o Joseph means Savior of the Hebrew people 
o Man of God. 
o Then she had a second son, Benjamin. 

 Leah: 
o Mild tempered 
o Rejected for years by Jacob. 
o Devoted wife. 
o Had a terrible marriage with Jacob. 
o Loved Rachel. 
o Never complained. 

▪ The sorrows she bore led her closer to God. 
▪ Live for God – self will die. 

• There will be afflictions in this life. 

• In the end, God is the answer. 

• LOVE COVERS! PREVAILS-CONQUERS! 
 Our culture- Sex outside of marriage is out of control. 
 True love waits. 

o Jacob waited 7 years without sex for Rachel. 
 How does Leah consider herself as a blessed woman? 

o She can’t change her husband or her circumstances. 
o She could change. 
o She depended upon God for her source of love. 

 Lessons learned from this woman: 
o She gave her problems to God. 
o God gave her strength to walk in His will and favor even in her sorrow and 

rejection; these things drove her to God. 
o Cast your care upon Jesus. 
o He will refine, purge, and bless. 
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