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Throughout the Bible, there are many stories of strong and heroic women. In this series, we 

explore a story of faithful biblical woman each month. With their strong faith, the women of the 

Bible continue to teach us how to live authentic, faith-filled lives. No matter what our 

circumstances are, we can find ourselves in their stories. 

The book of Joshua introduces one of the most unusual and thought-provoking heroines of the 

Old Testament. Rahab, a prostitute of the Canaanite city of Jericho, is known for helping the 

Israelites defeat the pagan city of Jericho and for her place in the lineage of Jesus Christ. Rahab’s 

story begins during the invasion of the city of Jericho by the Israelites. 
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Jericho was a large Canaanite fortress city, and it was directly in the path of the Israelites, God’s 

chosen people, who had just crossed the Jordan River. Before proceeding into battle, Joshua 

sent two spies into Jericho. The king of Jericho heard two Israelite spies were in the city and sent 

troops to search for them. 

Although Jericho was a fortress, the less-fortunate people lived outside of the walls of Jericho. 

Rahab and her family were poor and ran a tavern right outside of Jericho’s walls. Rahab was 

known to be a prostitute, and many men visited the tavern. One evening, two strangers came 

into her establishment. She was a smart woman and realized that these men were spies. She 

knew there would probably be an attack on Jericho and would have to take action to survive. She 

told the spies how the citizens of Jericho had been fearful of the Israelites ever since the 

Egyptians were defeated during the Red Sea saga. She agreed to help the spies escape, if she and 

her family were spared in the upcoming battle. 

Rahab hid the two men on the flat roof of her house, under large bundles of flax. When the 

soldiers arrived to look for the spies, Rahab told them that they were not there.  The soldiers 

searched the tavern, but Rahab had hidden the spies well. The spies agreed to protect her and 

her family but explained that she must hang a scarlet rope out of the window so the Israelites 

would know which home to spare. 

The Israelites crossed the Jordan into Canaan and attacked the city of Jericho. The city was 

destroyed with only Rahab and her family spared. Ultimately, Rahab married Salmon, an Israelite 

from the tribe of Judah. Her son was Boaz, the husband of Ruth. Joseph, the adoptive father of 

Jesus, is her direct descendant. 

Rahab was not a likely candidate for a hero of the faith. She was a prostitute in a corrupt, pagan 

city that was under God’s condemnation. Spiritually, Rahab was not in an ideal circumstance to 

come to faith in God. However, Rahab had heard that Israelites were God’s chosen people. Her 

actions to save the spies and align with God’s people saved her and her family.    
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Like Rahab, once we become Christians our pasts are forgiven, the slate is wiped clean. Rahab 

was no longer viewed as an unclean prostitute, but as one worthy through God’s grace to be part 

of the lineage Jesus. The life of Rahab is an inspiring story for all sinners who have been saved by 

grace. 

 

Who was Rahab?  

1 Rahab the prostitute hid three Hebrew spies sent by Joshua to see how strong the walls of 

Jericho were.(Joshua 2:1-7)  In doing so, she saved their lives. 

2 She then helped them escape. (Joshua 2:15-24)  In return, they promised that when the city 

was attacked, Rahab and her family would be spared. 

3 Jericho was captured, the walls ‘came tumbling down’, and there was wholesale 

slaughter. (Joshua 6:12-25)  But Rahab and her family were spared. 

Rahab has special significance for Christians: she is among the four women listed in Matthew’s 

gospel as ancestors of Jesus of Nazareth. The others are Ruth, Tamar and Bathsheba. 

 
Rahab saves spies-Joshua 2:1-7-The Hebrew tribes led by Joshua came into Canaanite 
territory, where they encountered city states who did not welcome the intruders. 

Why should they welcome them? These shabby tribesmen were clearly looking for somewhere 

to settle, and the Canaanites were naturally reluctant to surrender. 
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The path taken by the two spies sent by Joshua from Shittim to Jericho Luckily for the Hebrews, 

the Canaanite city states were at a low ebb. Jericho’s glory days were over: the walls had fallen 

into disrepair and most of the houses were in need of repair. The city itself was surrounded by 

an inner and an outer wall, as most cities were at the time – see a picture of a reconstruction, 

below. 

Why two walls?-The outer wall surrounded the whole city, protecting it from foreign intruders 
the inner wall enclosed a central administrative compound for palace, temples, and large-scale 
food storage well-do-do people lived in the central compound poor and disreputable people (like 
Rahab) lived in the outer compound, between the two walls. 

 

 
Where did Rahab l ive?- Interior of a tavern cut into a rock wall  Somewhere in this outer 
compound lived a woman called Rahab, with her extended family. They made their living by 
running a tavern: more down-market than up. It was a rowdy place, frequented by unscrupulous 
and idle men. Rahab ‘comforted’ her customers from time to time. In short, she was no better 
than she should be. 

Rahab and the strangers-One night two strangers came into her tavern. She was a 
businesswoman who did not ask too many questions – but she noticed that the two men 
did. Before log she began to suspect they were spies from the Hebrew encampment, gathering 
information. She knew there were large groups of Hebrew tribesmen nearby and guessed this 
was where the two men came from. Rahab was clever. She knew there would probably be an 
attack on Jericho, and she looked for ways to help her family survive. 
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Bundles of dried flax 

During the night there was a banging on the door of her inn. When she answered, two soldiers 

stood there. They were looking for Hebrew spies. But Rahab had already made her choice, siding 

with the two strangers. Earlier in the night she had hidden the two men on the flat roof of her 

house, under large bundles of flax that had been laid out to dry. She hid them well. The soldiers 

saw the sheaves but did not look under them – it was dark up on the roof. Rahab urged the 

soldiers to pursue the two Hebrew men, whom she said had disappeared into the darkness after 

they left her inn. 

 

Why did she risk her l ife? -Joshua 2:8-14 

As soon as the soldiers had gone, Rahab went up to the roof area to bargain with the men. She 

acknowledged that the Hebrews were a real threat to her city, and that Joshua had done an 

excellent PR job, putting terror into all the local inhabitants by recounting stories about the 

extraordinary power of his God.  But, she pointed out, she had saved their lives and they owned 

her a debt for this. Moreover, she had not merely risked her own life, but the lives of her whole 

family. She extracted a promise from them: when the time came, they and their army would not 

molest or harm her family in any way. They would give her safe passage, even if they slaughtered 

everyone else in Jericho. 
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The spies escape -Joshua 2:15-24 

Meanwhile the two men were still in mortal danger, trapped in a hostile city. The resourceful 

Rahab took care of that too. Her house had small rooms, enough to house a family, built into the 

otherwise solid mass of the city wall. 

One of these rooms had a window large enough for a man to pass through, and she (with 

presumably some help from her family) let the two men down on a rope through this window to 

the ground below. She told them to escape into the hills and stay there for three days, by which 

time the coast would be clear. 

 

Strong red cord/rope 

Before they left, the two men told her to leave a red cord hanging down from the window 

through which they had escaped. This way, they and all the Hebrew soldiers would know which 

house/family should be spared the slaughter that the other inhabitants of Jericho would face. 

Rahab agreed. She hung the red cord from her window, and the soldiers escaped. 

After a few days they returned to Joshua and told him about their narrow escape, and about 

their agreement with Rahab. Joshua agreed to her terms. 

 
Jericho is captured-Joshua 6:12-25-Joshua seems to have been waiting for the spies’ 
information. He sprang into action, giving the command to attack Jericho. The story of what 
happened next is After the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, the walls fell down, and the 
terrible slaughter began.  No-one, human or animal, was spared – except Rahab and her family. 
Joshua had given specific orders regarding her. She and all her family were to be saved: ‘But 
Rahab the harlot, and her father’s household, and all who belonged to her, Joshua saved alive; 
and she dwelt in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.’ 
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Reconstruction of ancient Jericho, with outer and inner walls, walls in bad repair, and 

houses/rooms built into the outer wall itself; the collapsed walls made it much easier for Joshua 

and the Israelites to gain access to the city. 

Names in Rahab’s story -Rahab means ‘open wide’. This was a not-very-subtle way of saying 
she was a prostitute, or perhaps that she had many children. Joshua means ‘Yahweh/God is my 
salvation. 

Main lessons in Rahab’s story -Trust in God but keep your wits about you too. 
Rahab does not stand still and let things happen to her. She makes them happen. 

• Even an ordinary person can further God’s plan. Rahab was definitely from the wrong 

side of the tracks, but God used her to help His people. 

• Look at things in the long term. Rahab had to abandon the citizens of Jericho to save 

herself and her family. The Bible doesn’t mention this harsh reality but sometimes, as 

a last resort, you have to be ruthless with yourself or with others. 
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The Bible text-Joshua 2, 6:12-25 

 

Houses had flat roofs, often shaded with a thick woven cloth; women used this space as a work 

and storage area. 

1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, “Go, view the 

land, especially Jericho.”-And they went, and came into the house of a harlot whose name was 

Rahab, and lodged there. 2 And it was told the king of Jericho, “Behold, certain men of Israel 

have come here tonight to search out the land.” Rahab questioned 3 Then the king of Jericho 

sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring forth the men that have come to you, who entered your house; for 

they have come to search out all the land.” 

 

Flax drying in the open air. 
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4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them; and she said, “True, men came to 

me, but I did not know where they came from; 5 and when the gate was to be closed, at dark, 

the men went out; where the men went I do not know; pursue them quickly, for you will 

overtake them.” But she had brought them up to the roof and hid them with the stalks of flax 

which she had laid in order on the roof. 7 So the men pursued after them on the way to the 

Jordan as far as the fords; and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut. 

Rahab hides the spies-8 Before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, 9 and said to 
the men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon 
us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 

10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you 

came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites that were beyond the 

Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. 11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts 

melted, and there was no courage left in any man, because of you; for the LORD your God is he 

who is God in heaven above and on earth beneath. 

Rahab makes a pact with the spies -12 Now then, swear to me by the LORD that as I have 
dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my father’s house, and give me a sure sign, 13 
and save alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and 
deliver our lives from death.” 

14 And the men said to her, “Our life for yours! If you do not tell this business of ours, then we 
will deal kindly and faithfully with you when the LORD gives us the land.”-15 Then she let them 
down by a rope through the window, for her house was built into the city wall, so that she dwelt 
in the wall. 
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Rahab left a red cord at her window to save herself and her family. There are echoes here of the 

red blood on the doorways of the Hebrew slaves in Egypt, when the Angel of Death passed over 

their house so that the family within was safe. 

16 And she said to them, “Go into the hills, lest the pursuers meet you; and hide yourselves 

there three days, until the pursuers have returned; then afterward you may go your way.” 

The scarlet cord-17 The men said to her, “We will be guiltless with respect to this oath of 
yours which you have made us swear. 18 Behold, when we come into the land, you shall bind 
this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down; and you shall gather into your 
house your father and mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household. 19 If anyone goes 
out of the doors of your house into the street, his blood shall be upon his head, and we shall be 
guiltless; but if a hand is laid upon anyone who is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our 
head. 20 But if you tell this business of ours, then we shall be guiltless with respect to your oath 
which you have made us swear.” 21 And she said, “According to your words, so be it.” Then she 
sent them away, and they departed; and she bound the scarlet cord in the window. 

The spies leave Jericho-22 They departed, and went into the hills, and remained there three 
days, until the pursuers returned; for the pursuers had made search all along the way and found 
nothing.-23 Then the two men came down again from the hills and passed over and came to 
Joshua the son of Nun; and they told him all that had befallen them. 24 And they said to 
Joshua, “Truly the LORD has given all the land into our hands; and moreover, all the inhabitants 
of the land are fainthearted because of us.” 

 

Man with shofar, photograph by Roie Galitz. 
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Joshua marches around Jericho-12 Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests 
took up the ark of the LORD. 13 And the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
before the ark of the LORD passed on, blowing the trumpets continually; and the armed men 
went before them, and the rear guard came after the ark of the LORD, while the trumpets blew 
continually.-14 And the second day they marched around the city once, and returned into the 
camp. So, they did for six days. 

15 On the seventh day they rose early at the dawn of day and marched around the city in the 

same manner seven times: it was only on that day that they marched around the city seven 

times.-16 And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the 

people, “Shout; for the LORD has given you the city. 17 And the city and all that is within it shall 

be devoted to the LORD for destruction; only Rahab the harlot and all who are with her in her 

house shall live, because she hid the messengers that we sent. 

Jericho’s treasure saved for the Lord -18 But you, keep yourselves from the things devoted 
to destruction, lest when you have devoted them you take any of the devoted things and make 
the camp of Israel a thing for destruction, and bring trouble upon it. 19 But all silver and gold, 
and vessels of bronze and iron, are sacred to the LORD; they shall go into the treasury of the 
LORD.”  20 So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. -As soon as the people heard 
the sound of the trumpet, the people raised a great shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the 
people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city. 

21 Then they utterly destroyed all in the city, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, 

and asses, with the edge of the sword. 22 And Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the 

land, “Go into the harlot’s house, and bring out from it the woman, and all who belong to her, as 

you swore to her.” 

Rahab and her family saved-23 So the young men who had been spies went in, and brought 
out Rahab, and her father and mother and brothers and all who belonged to her; and they 
brought all her kindred and set them outside the camp of Israel. 

24 And they burned the city with fire, and all within it; only the silver and gold, and the vessels of 

bronze and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD. 

25 But Rahab the harlot, and her father’s household, and all who belonged to her, Joshua saved 

alive; and she dwelt in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to 

spy out Jericho. 
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Rahab lowers the two spies down the wall of Jericho. 

Question: "Who was Rahab in the Bible?" 
 
Answer: In the book of Joshua, we are introduced to one of the most thought-provoking and 
astonishing heroines of the Old Testament. Rahab, the prostitute of the Canaanite city of Jericho, 
ultimately is noteworthy for her great faith and for her place in the lineage of Jesus Christ. But a 
closer examination of the life of this remarkable Gentile woman can lead to deeper insights into 
God’s plan for His church and His dealing with individual believers in grace and mercy. 
 
Rahab’s story is found in Joshua 2–6. This passage describes the conquest of the fortified city of 
Jericho by the Israelites. In its day, Jericho was the most important Canaanite fortress city in the 
Jordan Valley. It was a stronghold directly in the path of the advancing Israelites, who had just 
crossed the Jordan River (Joshua 3:1-17). Before entering the land west of the Jordan, Joshua 
sent two spies to look over the land. The king of Jericho heard that two Israelite spies were 
within his city and ordered them to be brought out to him. Rahab, the woman with whom the 
spies were staying, protected them by hiding them on her roof. She told them how the citizens 
of Jericho had been fearful of the Israelites ever since they defeated the Egyptians via the Red 
Sea miracle (some 40 years prior). She agreed to help them escape, provided that she and her 
family were spared in the upcoming battle.  

The spies agreed to her request, giving her three conditions to be met: 1) she must distinguish 
her house from the others by hanging a scarlet rope out of the window so the Israelites would 
know which home to spare; 2) her family must be inside the house during the battle; and 3) she 
must not later turn on the spies. 
 
Safely escaping the city, the two spies returned to Joshua and reported that the "whole land was 
melting with fear." The Israelites crossed the Jordan into Canaan where they laid siege to the city 
of Jericho. The city was completely destroyed, and every man, woman, and child in it was killed. 
Only Rahab and her family were spared. Ultimately, Rahab married Salmon, an Israelite from the 
tribe of Judah. Her son was Boaz, the husband of Ruth. Joseph, the legal father of Jesus, is her 
direct descendant. 
 
Rahab was a young Canaanite prostitute and as such not a very likely candidate for a heroine of 
the faith. Jericho was one of the principal seats of idol worship, being especially devoted to 
Ashtaroth, the goddess of the moon. Here was centered all that was the vilest and most 
degrading in the religion of the Canaanites. Many Bible commentators, eager to remove the 
stigma of the designation “harlot” from one included in the genealogy of Christ (Matthew 1:5), 
have described Rahab as a hostess or tavern keeper. But scriptural usage of the Hebrew word 
zanah (Leviticus 21:7-14; Deuteronomy 23:18; Judges 11:1; 1 Kings 3:16) and the authority of the 
apostles (Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25), establish the credibility for use of the word “harlot.” 
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It is clear that Rahab was perceptive, intelligent and well informed. Rahab identified the spies for 
what they were, hid them, and had a plausible story ready with which to deceive the king’s 
agents. Rahab didn’t deny that she had entertained the men. She says that they left at dusk 
when it would be difficult for anyone to be sure of clearly seeing anything. The agents did not 
dare to risk stopping to search Rahab’s house because, if they did, the spies might get away. 
Finally, the Canaanite prostitute gives the two Israelites excellent advice. She tells them to hide 
in the hills for three days before attempting to cross the Jordan. 
 
Spiritually, Rahab was not in an ideal circumstance to come to faith in the one true God, the God 
of Israel. She was a citizen of a wicked city that was under God’s condemnation. Rahab was part 
of a corrupt, depraved, pagan culture. She had not benefited from the godly leadership of Moses 
or Joshua. However, Rahab had one asset—she had heard from the many men she came into 
contact with that the Israelites were to be feared.  

She heard the stories of their escape from Egypt, the crossing of the Red Sea, the wanderings in 
the wilderness, and their recent victory over the Amorites. She learned enough to reach the 
correct, saving conclusion: "For the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth 
below" (Joshua 2:11). It is this change of heart, this faith—coupled with the actions prompted by 
faith—that saved her and her family. 
 
It is often said that Rahab, while being a true historical person, also serves as a symbolic 
foreshadowing or "type" of the church and Gentile believers. She was, in fact, the first recorded 
Gentile convert. There are many ways in which Rahab depicts the church. First, she was part of a 
pagan world system, a prostitute, who by her conversion was enabled to become a legitimate 
bride. In like fashion, Israel was the first chosen people of God, but they were set aside 
temporarily so the Gentiles could be brought into the kingdom of God, and the church is now 
considered the bride of Christ (Romans 11; Ephesians 5:25-27).  

Second, Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was saved because of her faith in "God in 
heaven above and on the earth below" (Hebrews 11:31). Likewise, Christians are saved through 
faith in Jesus Christ. "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God" (Ephesians 2:8). 
 
Third, although Rahab and Christians are saved by an act of grace through faith, true faith 
requires and is exemplified by action (James 2). Rahab had to put the scarlet cord out of the 
window. Christians must accept Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord and then go on to live in a 
manner that verifies that our faith is real. Fourth, Rahab could have indicated the location of her 
home in any number of ways. But the only way that she could be spared was to follow the 
directions given to her by the Israelite spies. 
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 The world tells us that there are many ways to God and salvation, all equally valid. But the Bible 
tells us, concerning Jesus Christ, that "salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). Fifth, Rahab’s faith 
enabled her to turn away from her culture, her people, and her religion and to the Lord. 
Commitment to a true faith in God may necessitate setting priorities that are contrary to those 
of the world, as we are exhorted to do in Romans 12:2. 
 
Finally, once we come to Christ, our pasts no longer matter. The slate is wiped clean for all who 
believe and accept the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross on our behalf. Rahab was no longer viewed 
as an unclean prostitute, but as one worthy by grace to be part of the lineage of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Just as she was grafted into the line of Christ, so we become children of God and 
partakers in His inheritance (Romans 11). We find in the life of Rahab the inspiring story of all 
sinners who have been saved by grace. In her story, we learn of the amazing grace of God that 
can save even the worst of sinners and bring them into an abundant life in Christ Jesus. 
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➢ Did you ever watch a movie and think, “I would have chosen someone different for that 

part”? 

o We are not casting agents for a move, and we are not God. 

o He sees all things, knows all things, and is working behind the scenes for our 

good. 

o He often chooses people we would not pick to fulfill His redemptive purposes in 

the world – including Rahab. 

o If God had not written Rahab into the script of history, we would not know 

anything about her. 

▪ She offers us a powerful picture of the redemption Christ offers us. 

➢ God forbade those who had seen Him part the Red Sea from entering the Promised Land. 

o They spent 40 years wandering in the wilderness. 

o As we open to Joshua1, we find that God’s people are preparing to enter the 

Promised Land. 

➢ The Hebrew word in the Old Testament translated “courage” is often tied to the concept 

of strength. 

o If someone faces a challenge and loses courage, she is going to feel weak and 

inadequate. 

▪ If a person has courage, she will be strengthened and tackle whatever is 

before her with confidence. 

➢ Imagine you are Joshua, tasked with leading millions of people into a foreign land. What 

might you be feeling? How would it help you to have reminders that God was with you? 

➢ God called Joshua to a task that was bigger than Joshua could handle in his own strength. 

o There were many battles ahead. 

o Joshua would need to overcome fierce enemies in the Promised Land. 

o He was prone to discouragement and fear in the face of challenges. 

➢ It is likely that Joshua felt unequipped to cross the Jordan River with 12 tribes of people. 

o To go  over to  Canaan and tackle Jericho was a challenge! 

o This was a tough assignment. 

o He chose to step out in faith! 

➢ Many times, we would not choose the tasks that God assigns to us. 

o God asks us to trust Him. 

o He will help us be strong and courageous. 

➢ We find clues about Rahab’s background scattered throughout Scriptures. 

o Jericho, where Rahab lived, was an important city in Canaan. 
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➢ The Canaanites worshiped many gods. 

o They had shrines, temples, and idols across the land of Canaan. 

▪ Their religious practices included: 

• Ritual prostitution 

• Child sacrifices 

o Rahab was a part of that culture. 

o God chose to write her into His story. 

➢ Rahab and the Ninevites reveal the pattern of God. 

o Even when an entire culture has gone off the spiritual deep end, and the 

wickedness is exceeding: 

▪ God desires for those who are separated from Him by sin to repent and 

return to Him. 

➢ During the 400 years while the Israelites were in slavery, God was giving the Canaanites 

an opportunity to repent. 

o He extended grace and mercy to this pagan while His people were suffering in 

Egypt. 

➢ How did God show patience toward you before you became a Christian? 

➢ Some commentaries and ancient scholars try to say Rahab was an innkeeper. 

o Rahab’s profession is also listed twice in the New Testament. 

o It is possible Rahab was in innkeeper. Some scholars say that an innkeeper and a 

prostitute were considered one in the same in ancient cities. 

➢ From a human standpoint, Rahab was not the type of person we could have chosen to 

help the spies. 

o Yet….. God chose to use her in the script of His story. 

▪ Moses was a murder. 

▪ Gideon was a coward. 

▪ David committed adultery. 

▪ Peter was hot-tempered. 

➢ We might consider all of these to be inadequate and unsuitable for the job God had 

planned. 

o Over and over throughout the Scriptures, God chose to use unexpected people to 

accomplish His purposes. 

➢ Rahab was a prostitute. 

o She may or may not have chosen this profession. 

o She may have been used and abused by someone and cast aside. 

o This may have been only way of survival for her. 

▪ Either way, God and His Grace and mercy looked down from heaven and 

chose to use her in His plan for the defeat of Jericho. 

▪  
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➢ Shame is often a cycle. 

o Something happens in our lives and causes pain. 

• The pain cries out for relief. 

• It moves to find a way to cope. 

• It could be several things, from shopping, eating, drugs, 

depression, total shut down, etc. 

• We need to run to God! 

➢ The cycle continues. 

o Good news, if we belong to Jesus, we do not have to be stuck endlessly on this 

traffic circle of shame. 

▪ We have exit ramps with God. 

➢ When the first pain comes, turn to God for help. 

o Tell Him your pain and emotions. 

o He will be with you IN your suffering. 

o He is near the brokenhearted 

o He loves you and will help you. 

➢ If you are past these decisions and you have turned the wrong way, there is still an exit 

ramp to God.  

o Repentance-God’s grace will cleanse you. 

➢ God is present and will rescue you. 

o He rescued Rahab, he will rescue anyone and everyone that turns to Him for help. 

➢ When shame starts to rise up in your heart, hold onto these truths. 

o Choose to believe again that Christ’s sacrifice is enough. 

▪ Worship instead of Wallowing 

➢ From our perspective, Rahab was not only an unlikely person to be used by God, but she 

was also an unlikely candidate for the Grace of God. 

o We might consider her to be one of the last people on earth to choose for faith, 

but Rahab had heard stories of how God had rescued and provided for His people 

and she believed them. That is FAITH! 

➢ God uses His Word to illuminate our true condition. 

o None of us deserve GRACE. 

o Because of God’s love and mercy, which He showed by sending His Son to die for 

us, we can be made alive! 

➢ Through His Word, God declares that He can: 

o Redeem your failures. 

o Forgive your sins. 

o Restore what is broken. 

o Make beautiful things out of our messes.                                                                                      
The thread of redemption begins with a story that we would not have written. 
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➢ The Mystery of God at Work 

o There are a lot of places where we might easily see God’s hand at 

work. 

▪ But what about the times when the hand of God is hard to see? 

▪ God is at work everywhere. 

• In the dark and hopeless places in this world. 

• God is wooing the hearts of people in dire situations. 

• This is exactly what He did in the corrupt culture of 

Jericho as He worked in Rahabs heart. 

➢ Before the Israelites prepared to take possession of the land God had given 

them, Joshua sent 2 spies to Jericho. 

o They needed to cross over the Jordan River at the flood stage. 

▪ Arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land 

that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. Every place 

that the sole of your feet will tread upon I have given to you, 

just as I promised to Moses. From the wilderness and this 

Lebanon as far as the great river, the river of Euphrates all the 

land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of 

the sun shall be your territory. Joshua 1:2-4. 

• Once they arrived, God directed their steps to an unlikely 

place-the house of a prostitute. 

➢ What are some reasons we might think the 2 spies chose Rahab home? 

o Her house was built into the city wall and they could escape quickly if 

needed? 

o Joshua told them to go there. 

o Rahab probably would not have asked them a lot of questions? 

▪ We can on speculate, God knows! He had a plan. 

➢ God led the spies to just the right place to find a woman inside Jericho who 

was sympathetic to their cause and had faith in the one true God. 

o When do you think Rahab actually got saved in this story? 
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➢ Scripture tells us that God directs our steps and leads us in the way we 

should go. 

➢ As we follow God on the path He has set before us, we would love for Him 

to fill us in on all the details. 

➢ When we surrender our lives to Him, it is more like signing a blank piece of 

paper, handing it back to Him, and relying on His direction and guidance to 

show us where to go and what to do. 

o We may end up in some unlikely places, but we have nothing to lose 

in following Him. 

o He is completely trustworthy, and He will accomplish His plans. 

➢ It did not take long for new of the Israelites to reach the ears of Jericho’s  

King. 

➢ What emotions did Rahab likely feel when the King’s men came knocking at 

her door? 

o She was harboring two enemies of government in her home. 

▪ She likely did not have time to decide what to do. 

➢ It would have been good hospitality for Rahab to try to protect her guests, 

but how did Rahab’s actions go beyond hospitality? 

➢ There is no getting around it! Rahab lied. 

o Even though her lied helped the two spies escape, was that right for 

her to do? 

➢ It is also worth noting that Rahab’s faith was still NEW. 

o When God saves us, He mercifully does so despite our sinful patterns. 

o We begin our lifelong journey of sanctification. Fancy word for  

“becoming more like Jesus”. 

o Rahab’ patterns including patterns of lying and deceit likely did not die 

instantly. 

➢ An unexpected faith: 

o Rahab’s response to the spies tells us that the Canaanites were living 

in dread of the Israelites and their God. 

o They were afraid that what had happened to the Israelites’ other 

enemies would also happen to them. 

o Both Rahab and the Canaanites displayed a type of fear for the Lord. 
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➢ Even though Rahab had grown up in a pagan culture, she chose to place her 

faith in God because of the stories she had heard about the Israelites. 

o She decided that the God of Israel is the one and only true God and 

she was willing to put her life on the line for her believes. 

o She knew the strength of Jericho, yet she trusted the god of Israel to 

triumph over her fortified city. 

➢ In the same way as the Israelites, we can easily substitute the idea of having 

faith for actually living by faith. 

➢ Just as God intervened in Rahab’s life, we also need God to intervene in our 

lives and help us live out our faith that we claim to have. 

➢ The parting of the Red Sea had taken place forty years earlier. 

o Perhaps Rahab heard about it at the time. 

o She believed the stories she heard and that God was the one and only 

true God. 

o She was willing to risk everything for that faith. 

➢ The Power of God Stories: 

o When God directed the spies to Rahab’s home, perhaps they were 

surprised to hear Rahab’s testimony. 

▪ Her story shows what happens when people hear of God’s 

mighty deeds. 

➢ Whenever the lost world sees evidence of the supernatural hand of God 

moving in and among His people, they take notice. 

o Some people will be terrified; some will harden their hearts, some will 

believe. 

o God stories uniquely penetrate our hearts and minds. 

o God works in the mystery of salvation in people’s lives, but there is a 

part He wants US to play. 

➢ Before someone can have faith in Christ, they first need to hear about Him. 

➢ God sends us not just too far away countries, but to our next-door 

neighbor’s house, to the person at work, to the new people that come to 

church. 

➢ Always be Ready! 
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The Lovingkindness of God 
 

➢ We can have courage because the Lord is always kind. 

➢ When we rely upon the Lord and remember His love, grace, and mercy, we find the 

courage to face challenges. 

➢ Through our study, we will see Rahab’s faith in God helped her take big risks to save the 

two Hebrew spies. 

➢ The stories Rahab heard about God not only impacted Rahab’s life, but an entire culture. 

o What she did through her belief took a tremendous amount of courage. 

➢ In taking the stand that Rahab took, she was risking her life. 

o She was renouncing the belief system of the world around her. 

▪ She was going to stand with the God of Israel. 

➢ There are times when we have to be willing to take risks to do what is right in response 

to God’s sovereignty. 

o He will give us courage to make these difficult choices for the sake of Christ and 

His kingdom. 

➢ What you believe about God, determines everything in your Christian life. 

o Your view of God determines if you are willing to go to war against your sin. 

o Your view of God determines whether you will be willing to obey God’s law even 

when it is not popular. 

o Your view of God will determine if you face challenges with hope and peace or 

fear and anxiety. 

➢ A high view of God is based on knowing and trusting His character. 

o In contrast, a low view of God is the result of either not knowing who God claims 

to be in His Word or on some level not believing He is who He claims to be. 

➢ We all have a high view of ourselves – it’s called PRIDE. 

o The Holy Spirit is the only One who can change us and rescue us from the trap of 

pride. 

o Throughout the Bible, we find people who had their whole view of God changed 

after an encounter with Him. 

➢ When we surrender to the Holy Lord who is the supreme Ruler of Heaven and Earth, 

who also daily showers us with His lovingkindness-we will discover joy, peace and 

contentment. 

➢ God is our deliverer: 

o Rahab knew that God was sovereign. 

o She knew God had given the land to the Israelites. 

o She wanted to be saved. 
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➢ By emphasizing Rahab’s sin again and again, God is reminding us:  

o She was a sinner who deserved His judgment but delivered her. 

o God demonstrates His grace and mercy in Rahab’s life. 

▪ All this points us to the hope of the gospel. 

▪ If God is willing to save this woman and redeem her life from destruction, 

surely He is willing to save us. 

• Even as we continue to battle sin as Christians, sometimes God 

does a mighty work in one moment! 

➢ Rahab is an example of God’s incredible Grace and how He offers deliverance and 

rescue from sin for each and every one of us. 

➢ The arrival of these men to Rahab’s house was like someone throwing out a life 

preserver to her. 

o She knew unless they showed her mercy, she would perish. 

o Though it cost her everything of earthly value and comfort, Rahab found that the 

love of God was enough. 

➢ We don’t know how Rahab communicated this news to her family. 

o Did she have to plead with them to come into  her house where they would be 

safe? 

o Did they also believe the stories about God because of what Rahab told them? 

▪ We don’t know. 

▪ Rahab had a sense of urgency. 

▪ She knew her family was in danger. 

▪ This was everyone’s only hope to safety. 

➢ The hope we have in Christ is not meant to be hidden. 

➢ Our lost friends and family desperately need to know about the salvation available to 

them through Jesus. 

➢ Rahab was rescued by the red sign hanging out her window. 

o The Israelites had been rescued years before by having a red sign over their 

doors. 

o RED-The Blood of Jesus shed for you and me. 

➢ Isaiah 1:18: 

➢ Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they 

shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like 

wool.” 
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➢ The Scarlet Cord 

o The scarlet cord in Joshua 2 represents God’s redeeming love. 

➢ In Joshua 2, Rahab hangs a scarlet cord, or red thread, out her window as a signal for the 

approaching Israelite army that she and her household would be spared. Taken by itself, 

this thread represents Rahab’s deliverance from the destruction of Jericho. However, if 

we take a step closer for a better look at the overall picture of God’s Word, we find this 

thread intentionally woven throughout the different books, chapters, and verse of God’s 

story of redemption. 

➢ Through this single cord, we will find an awesome image of our great redeeming God.  

o As we trace the red thread throughout Scripture, we will discover an overall 

picture of the blood of Jesus Christ that saves us from all sin. 

➢ Joshua 2:12-21: 

o Rahab gives us an example of what true obedience to the Lord looks like: she 

obeyed all the way and right away. 

➢ Rahab’s act of obedience publicly showed her faith. When she hung the scarlet  cord out 

of her window on the city wall, it could be seen by anyone who approached Jericho. 

➢ How can visible acts of obedience to the Lord impact others around us? 

➢ A Symbol of Blood: Isaiah 1:18 

o When the s[pies made their agreement with Rahab, their first condition had to do 

with the cord they used to escape with: 

▪ Behold, when we come into the land, you shall tie this scarlet cord in the 

window through which you let us down. 

➢ Why do you think the spies requested this particular color? 

o God does not waste any details in His Word. 

▪ He chose the color scarlet, or red, on purpose. 

▪ Notice what was missing in the conditions the spies gave to Rahab: 

• They did not say that in order to be rescued, she first needed to 

clean up her act. 

• They met her where she was at and offered her a chance to be 

rescued. 

➢ Isaiah 1:18: 

o Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord; though your sins are like scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow; thought they are red like crimson, they shall 

become like wool. 

➢ The innocent  Son of God shed His blood for sinners, and His blood is on our hands. 

o Our sins are as scarlet. 

o They are red like crimson.-Yet God promise: You can be white as snow! 
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➢ Much like the famed scarlet letter, scarlet can be a symbol of the sin, guilt, and shame 

that so many of us wear. 

o It does not have to be this way. 

o Scarlet can represent something else: 

▪ The meaning of our salvation. 

➢ A Picture of Passover 

➢ Exodus 12:1-32 

➢ According to Joshua 5:10, the Israelites celebrated the Passover righty before they 

invaded Jericho. 

o God, in His Providence, linked the timing of this sacred celebration to Rahab’s 

rescue and His judgment upon the Canaanites. 

➢ Just as the Israelites had to be in their homes during the Passover, Rahab and her family 

had to be in her house when the attack came upon Jericho. 

o Instead of blood on the doorposts to mark her house for salvation, Rahab had a 

scarlet cord hanging in the window. 

▪ The Israelites came to take over the land, they saw the red cord. 

▪ While they judged all the other houses on behalf of the Lord, the 

righteous Judge, they passed over Rahab’s home. 

• She and her family were spared, just as the Israelites had been at 

the first Passover. 

➢ Read Romans 3;10, 23. 

➢ Read Isaiah 53 

➢ Both the Passover and the story of Rahab point us to the gospel. 

o Jesus, the spotless, blameless Lamb of God, was sacrificed for us. 

o He died in our place on the cross 

o He took what we deserved, so that God will pass over us in His judgment. 

o We have been saved from spiritual death and separation from God by Christ’s 

blood and scarlet cord! 

➢ Read John 1:17 

➢ Covenant=Abiding agreement+God’s faithfulness in  Jesus to keep it. 

➢ In Rahab’s case, the scarlet cord was the sign that she had entered into a covenant with 

the spies and made a profession of faith in god. 

o By hanging it outside her window, she expressed her desire to be saved from 

God’s judgment. 

➢ The spies had promised to preserve her life; however, she still would have perished if she 

had not demonstrated her faith by hanging the scarlet cord. 

o Her life depended on that scarlet thread. 
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➢ Rahab was not placing her faith in the scarlet cord itself, but IN all it represented. 

o Ultimately, her faith was in God to save her. 

o It is not the physical symbol or sign that saves us, it is God ALONE. 

➢ What good things are you prone to trust more than God? 

o Baptism 

o Status 

o Communion 

o Church Membership 

o Media choices 

o Connections 

o Man’s approval 

o Personal Quiet Time 

o Good Works 

o Talents 

➢ In Rahab’s life, the scarlet cord represents: 

o Her sin 

o Her obedience 

o Her faith 

o God’s forgiveness of her sin 

➢ Rahab’s story reveals that the scarlet cord is significant for all of us. 

➢ This scarlet cord RUNS ALL THE WAY THROUGH THE BIBLE. 

➢ All of those OT symbols were merely shadows that pointed toward the blood redemption 

of Jesus Christ, the sinless Lamb of God. 

➢ The shed blood of Christ brings God’s forgiveness for all our sins – all of them. 

o The ones everyone knows about and the ones no one knows about. 

o They are all gone, through the blood of Jesus who washes away our sins. 

➢ There is a condition: 

o We must put our faith in Christ. 

o Like Rahab, who threw a cord out of her window out of trust. 

o We must turn toward Christ, acknowledge that we are needy and confess that He 

is the only One who can save us. 

➢ God’s wrath is coming: 

o The walls of this world’s kingdom are going to tumble down. 

o Those who have rejected the truth of God’s saving love will be destroyed. 

o They will be judged. 

➢ If you are spared from God’s wrath, it will be for one reason alone: 

o Because like Rahab, you trusted in the one true God to save you. 
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Week Five – Summarized Study Guide Notes  
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➢ The Big Picture 

o We can always trust in God’s promises. 

➢ When we are up close to the events happening in the here and now, we cannot see the 

big picture of what God is doing. 

o We only see the little dots of time and space that we occupy at this moment. 

o Cod is omniscient. 

o God knows everything. 

o Our point of view is limited. 

o God has a wide-angle lens. 

o He sees the whole picture He is painting. 

➢ Even when we do not understand what God is doing in our lives, we can still trust Him. 

➢ Joshua 2:16-25 

➢ If we were to put ourselves in Rahab’s shoes what would it take to tell our family about 

the coming judgment? 

o Courage? 

o Impulsiveness? 

o Love? 

o Faith? 

o Persuasion? 

o Judgmentalism? 

➢ There is one more thing Rahab must have done after the spy’s departure – she had to 

wait. 

o After she gathered her family into her home, they all waited. 

o The scarlet cord hanging outside the window, waiting until the Israelites return. 

➢ Rahab did not know how long she would have to wait. 

o She did not know what was going on across the river at the Israelite camp. 

▪ All she knew was that she had to WAIT in her house, 

• In her faith 

• With her family 

• Ready whenever the Israelites came to conquer Jericho. 

➢ Joshua 6:1-20 

➢ When we hear the account of the fall of Jericho, it is usually told from Joshua’s 

perspective or that of the children of Israel. 

o Today, we are going to see the story from Rahab’s perspective. 

➢ Jericho was in a state of siege. 

o The enemy had not even appeared. 

o The people were terrified because of what God had done in the past. 
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o No one was allowed in or out of the city – Tensions were high! 

➢ Rahab lived within the city walls. 

o It is conceivable to think she could watch from her window as she waited for the 

Israelites to return. 

➢ Rahab probably had mixed emotions when she saw the Israelite army approach Jericho. 

o She thought about what was going to happen to all the people she had grown up 

with. 

o She knew they were all going to die since they had rejected God. 

o Perhaps she also had an inner sense of assurance she and her family were going 

to be spared. 

➢ Rahab saw the “bigger picture” from her window. 

o She was not aware of God’s instructions to Joshua. 

o She had faith God had given the Israelites the land. 

▪ She had no idea when all this would take place. 

➢ Like Rahab, we can only see “out our windows”. 

o As we look at the troubling events in  our lives and our world, we have limited 

vision and perspectives. 

o We cannot see the entire picture. 

➢ Since we do not have the same perspective as God: 

o We need to walk in this world by faith. 

o Trusting God sees everything. 

o God knows what is best for us and what will take place in our future. 

o We have peace trusting God knows best. 

➢ Trusting His Promises: 

o As Rahab watched the Israelites march around the city she might have been 

tempted to doubt she and her family were going to be saved. 

▪ All she had to rely on was the word of two strangers, she had never met 

before. 

▪ They promised that God was going to give them the land and that they 

would spare her family. 

➢ Much like the spies who sought out Rahab and explained how she could be saved, Jesus 

sought out for the lost to let us know we could escape the coming destruction. 

➢ Jesus is coming back! 

➢ As we wait for this day sometimes it looks like God is not doing anything about the evil 

in this world. 

o Some days we may be tempted to wonder if He really will come back. 

▪ The word tells us that a thousand years are as one year with the Lord and 

one day is as a thousand. His time is not same as ours. He is patient! 
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➢ Rahab and her family had to be outside the camp, at least temporarily, because they 

were ceremonially unclean. 

• They needed to be cleansed and purified according to Jewish law before they 

could join the rest of the Israelites. 

• This gives us a beautiful picture of what Jesus did for us. 

➢ Hebrews 13:12 – Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people 

through His own blood. 

• When Jesus took the sins of the world on Himself, He became UNCLEAN. 

▪ He went to the lowest places. 

▪ He was separated from God and His people. 

▪ He was raised to make us clean. 

▪ He went “outside” the camp so to speak to bring us into the people of 

God. 

▪ He was delivered for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 

➢ When He was resurrected, Jesus overcame the pollution of sin that put Him “outside” 

the camp. 

• When we trust Him for salvation, we are made pure and alive in Him. 

➢ Rahab was no less a sinne3r than anybody else in Jericho. 

• God gave her faith and spared her life to show His Mercy! 

➢ It is an awesome thing to think that God took our sorrows on Himself. 

• He did, and here is the incredible news: 

▪ For those who trust in Christ, one day God will turn our sorrows into joy. 

➢ When the Israelites marched around Jericho, Rahab knew she was not going to find 

refuge in the fortress of the city walls. 

• Although she did not know a lot about God, she looked to Him and His people to 

protect her and her family. 

➢ Today, we have spiritual advantages that Rahab never had: 

• We have the cross 

• We have the Bible. 

• We have the Holy Spirit of God dwelling inside of us. 

➢ Still today, many people have heard the gospel truth and over and over and over again 

continue in rebellion and non-repentance of their sins and placing their trust in Jesus. 

➢ We will all encounter trouble in our life. 

• It is inescapable in the reality of a fallen world. 

▪ Sometimes troubles are huge, other times they are more chronic: 

• Creeping and Cumulative 

o These circumstances point us to our all-powerful God! 
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Week Six – Summarized Study Guide Notes  
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➢ Jesus gives us a new identity worth celebrating. 

➢ It’s not easy to change your identity. 

o You must fill out multiple documents. 

o Attend several legal hearings. 

o Change your name on your SS Card. 

o And get in touch with Law Enforcement. 

➢ We will switch gears in our last week’s study in the NT about Rahab. 

o We discover how God offers us a fresh start and new identity through Jesus. 

o It does not matter about our past 

o Jesus does not only save us from our past, but He also gives us freedom to face 

the future without fear and to live out our faith in Him. 

o Jesus calls us to share our story so others can experience His saving Grace and 

new identity given only by Him. 

➢ From a Prostitute to a Princess!  

o The NT reference to Rahab takes place in Matthew. 

▪ This lists the genealogy of Jesus. 

➢ These names matter to God. 

o They were a part of His plan of redemption. 

o He knows where we fit into His eternal plan and purposes. 

o Where we fit is important to God 

➢ Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Daniel, Solomon…. To the birth of Jesus Christ 

➢ It was unusual in that day and age for women’s names to be included in a genealogy, 

because typically the family line was trace through men.  

o This was also written in a culture where women were considered inferior. 

➢ Rahab is an incredible example of the grace of God at work. 

➢ He gave Rahab a new identity. 

o Dealt with her past. 

o Gave her freedom to face the future without fear. 

➢ Rahab was not just delivered and left outside the camp of the Israelites or enslaved or made 

a second-class citizen. 

o Rahab was richly blessed by God. 

o Grafted into a new family. 

o Made part of a new community of faith. 

➢ Abraham, Isaac, Jacob…. Salmon and RAHAB, Boaz, Ruth, Obed, Jesse…….Jacob, Joseph the 

husband of Mary (Virgin Mary) and JESUS CHRIST. 

➢ A picture of the gospel 

➢ Rahab, the prostitute became Rahab the Jewish princess. 

o She married into the Jewish nation (one of the spies was a prince she married) 

o She became a part of the lineage of Jesus Christ. 
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➢ Since Rahab was a Canaanite, why could she live in Israel and marry an Israelite? 

o Rahab WAS NOT a Canaanite anymore. 

▪ By faith she became an Israelite 

▪ She was a woman of faith in God. 

▪ She was no longer a pagan. 

➢ If you are in Christ, you are not who you once were.  

o You are a new creation. 

o You have a new identity. 

o You have new papers (your name is written in the Book of Life) 

➢ We are all Rahabs! 

➢ We were all born rebellions against God. 

➢ We are all prone to going our way and doing our own thing. 

➢ We were all born hopeless and helpless. 

➢ Apart from the Grace of God and the scarlet cord-the blood of Jesus Christ, that was shed to 

pay for our sins. 

➢ No matter our past, we can be saved through Jesus Christ. 

o No matter how hopelessly lost we might think others are, they can be saved as 

well. 

➢ Rahab’s salvation was not based on her character or anything good she had done. 

o She lived in a wicked city. 

o She led a wicked life. 

o She was not saved because of her goodness or that she had cleaned up her act. 

o She was saved by GRACE. 

o This is what the GOSPEL is all about! 

➢ The Gospel=Abounding Sin & Super Abounding Grace 

➢ Rahab’s story also shows us the lengths God will go to in order to redeem and rescue 

hopelessly lost sinners. 

➢ One reason God sent the spies was to find Rahab and rescue her from destruction. 

o He sent them for her salvation. 

o What a redeeming God we have! 

o He will spare no expense and go to any lengths to bring about our salvation. 

➢ Hebrews 11 – The hall of Faith Chapter 

➢ By faith, the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith 

Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had 

given a friendly welcome to the spies. 

➢ Rahab was saved by faith. 

o Her willingness to express hospitality to the spies was an evidence and 

expression of her faith. 
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➢ Faith In ACTION 

o If you have truly been saved, then your faith will be demonstrated in your 

behavior. 

➢ In Hebrews Chapter 11, we find Rahab the prostitute with Sarah. James uses her and 

Abraham, the father of the Jewish faith, as illustrations of people who had dynamic, saving 

faith. 

➢ The theological definition of justification is “declaration of righteousness”. That means that 

God sees us the same way that He sees His sinless Son. 

➢ God’s Word is clear that faith and grace are the “gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast.”  

o We are not saved by what we do. 

o We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus. 

o The works of Abraham and Rahab do demonstrate that they had in fact been 

made right with God and had saving faith (faith without works is dead) 

o In order for someone’s faith to be true faith, it has to be backed up by some kind 

of action! 

➢ If Rahab had a changed identity, why is she still referred to as “Rahab the Prostitute”? 

o The Bible does not tell us specifics, but perhaps Rahab wanted to remember 

where God found her and what He had redeemed her from. 

o Beyond this, Rahab’s past was part of her life message. 

o It was her God Story. 

o It was a meaning of reaching others with God’s grace. 

o If in the NT it just said “Rahab” we might forget. Rahab who? And we would 

think; Well, she must have been a great woman who deserved the grace of God. 

o However, Scripture is not going to let us forget where she had been.  

o Through her story, “Rahab the Prostitute” is still sharing a message about God’s 

grace and mercy to this day and until Jesus returns. 

➢ Often people will open up their hearts to someone who’s transparent about the past and 

tell them things they would never tell someone else-because they know the person 

understands. They know that person has been there. 

o They see in her Rahab, not just where she had been, but where God has brought 

her and how God has transformed her. 

o They see here, they see hope. 
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➢ God also wants to use YOUR STORY, no matter how messy it might be. 

o It does not mean you have to name it everywhere you go. 

o God wants to use your past and His glorious grace in your life in overcoming it. 

➢ The ultimate purpose of the stories God has written in our lives is to give Him glory and 

point others back to Him. 

➢ You ARE a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 

that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkens into his 

marvelous light. Once you WERE not a people, but NOW you ARE God’s people; once you 

had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 1 Peter 2:9-10 

WE HAVE A NEW IDENTITY IN JESUS!!!!!!  
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ALL SIX WEEKS 

SCRIPTURES 

REFERENCES FOR 

DIGGING DEEPER 

IN THE STUDY 

Page 40-56 
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Week One-Scripture Verses 

Numbers 13:1-3-  

Numbers 13:17-19- 

Joshua 1:3-9- 

Exodus 23:23-24- 

Deuteronomy 18:9-14- 

Jonah 1:2- 

Jonah 4:11- 

2 Peter 3:9- 

Hebrews 11:31- 

James 2:25- 

1 Corinthians 1:27-29- 

Titus 2:11-14- 

2 Corinthians 7:10- 

1 John 1:9- 

Genesis 2:25-Hebrews 10:22-Romans 10:11- 

Philippians 3:13-14-James 5:16- 

Colossians 3:3-Ephesians 2:1-10- 
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Week One-Scripture Verses Summarized 

➢ Numbers 13:1-3- Moses sends 12 leaders from each 12 tribes to explore the land. 

➢ Numbers 13:17-19-Moses send 12 leaders to Negev find out if people there are strong; is it 

good or bad? Town have walls? Are the camps protected? 

➢ Joshua 1:3-9-The land God promised Moses is Jericho, as He promised. 

➢ Exodus 23:23-24-Promise of the Lords Presence-Angel being sent for protection, obey him I 

will be enemy to your enemies-utterly destroy all their gods, do not worship any of their 

gods! 

➢ Deuteronomy 18:9-14-Gifts for Priests and Levites-A call to holy living-Don’t imitate the 

sinful customs of the land you enter-never sacrifice your children, never use sorcery, or 

engage in witchcraft, or cast spells or deal with psychics or call forth the dead-Be blameless 

before the Lord. The nations you are about to displace consult sorcerers and fortune-tellers, 

but the Lord your God forbids you to do such things. 

➢ Jonah 1:2-Jonah runs from the Lord – God wants him to go to Nineveh and announce 

judgment on the people. 

➢ Jonah 4:11-Nineveh has more than 120,000 people living in spiritual darkness. 

➢ 2 Peter 3:9-The Lord is not slow in answering your prayers… He is being patient for our 

sakes! He wants all to repent and does not want anyone to be destroyed. 

➢ Hebrews 11:31-It was by faith that Rahab the prostitute was not destroyed with the people 

in her city because the people refused to obey God, she was a friend to the spies. 

➢ James 2:25-Rahab the prostitute hid the spies and sent them out another way as the King of 

Jericho was searching for them 3 days. 

➢ 1 Corinthians 1:27-29-God chooses the foolish to confound the wise-No one can boast in 

the presence of God. 

➢ Titus 2:11-14-Grace of God brings salvation-Turn from sinful living-Live in wisdom and 

devotion to God. 

➢ 2 Corinthians 7:10-Godly sorrow leads to salvation/repentance-worldly sorrow results in 

spiritual death. 

➢ 1 John 1:9-God is faithful to forgive us our sins. 

➢ Genesis 2:25-Man and woman were naked and felt no shame. 

➢ Hebrews 10:22-God’s blood cleanses us of all sin. 

➢ Romans 10:11-Anyone who trusts in God will not be ashamed.                                                                                               

Philippians 3:13-14-Focus on Jesus, don’t look back -go for the prize of your high calling. 

➢ James 5:16-Pray for each other, prayer is powerful. 

➢ Colossians 3:3-Your real life is hidden in Jesus.                                                                                                                            

Ephesians 2:1-10-You were dead in sin, you used to live in sin, by grace you have been 

saved! All credit goes to Jesus. 
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Week Two-Scripture Verses 

Romans 10:1-3---Proverbs 16:9 

Joshua 1:2-4--Psalms 37:23 

Proverbs 3:5-6-Proverbs 16:9 

Joshua 2:2-7-Exodus 1:15-21 

Hebrews 11:31-Exodus 20:16 

Proverbs 6:16-19-Proverbs 12:22 

Colossians 3:9-10-Ephesians 4:25 

James 5:12-1 John 3:18 

Luke 6:31-Joshua 2:8-11 

James 2:25-26-1 Timothy 2:3-4- 

Romans 10:14-17-Matthew 28:18-20 

1 Peter 3:15- 
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Week Two-Scripture Verses-Summarized 

➢ Romans 10:1-3-Israelites have misdirected zeal-don’t understand God’s way to salvation,  refuse to 

accept God’s way and try to keep law instead of accepting Christ as Savior. 

➢ Proverbs 16:9-We make plans, but God directs our steps. 

➢ Joshua 1:2-4-Moses is dead, Joshua to lead people across Jordan to  all the promised land God gave 

Moses. 

➢ Psalms 37:23-The Lord directs steps of godly, delights in details of their lives. 

➢ Proverbs 3:5-6-Trust God with all your heart-depend on Him for understanding-Seek His will-He will 

show you what paths to take-Don’t be impressed with wisdom that only God can give you. 

➢ Joshua 2:2-7-Two spies at Rahabs place, king sends for them, she lies, sends them on wild goose chase, 

hides men on rooftop under bundles of flax she laid out. 

➢ Exodus 1:15-21-Pharoah king of Egypt give orders for Hebrew midwives to kill all boy Hebrews, they 

did not obey, they feared God more. The plan did not work, boys kept being born and Israelites 

multiplied in spite of the evil kings’ orders and slavery work conditions. 

➢ Hebrews 11:31-By faith Rahab hid the 2 spies. She and all her family were saved when Jericho fell to 

ruins. 

➢ Exodus 20:16-Don’t lie – one of the commandments. 

➢ Proverbs 6:16-19-Six things the Lord hates.. false witnesses. 

➢ Proverbs 12:22-Lord detests lying lips-delights in those that tell the truth. 

➢ Colossians 3:9-10-Don’t lie to each other, that was your old sinful nature, you have a new nature in 

Jesus. Be renewed and change as you LEARN HOW TO BE LIKE JESUS. 

➢ Ephesians 4:25-Stop telling lies, it destroys trust and causes conflict and tears down relationships. 

➢ James 5:12-Say a simple Yes or No! 

➢ 1 John 3:18-Don’t just say you love someone, show it by Godly ACTIONS from a Christ like heart. 

➢ Luke 6:31-Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 

➢ Joshua 2:8-11-Rahab goes up on roof to talk to the spies she hid and tells them she KNOWS their Lord 

had given them this land, Jericho. (Verse 11 seems to be the verse most teachers say Rahab was 

converted/saved) 11. Commentary-God is powerful enough to save us from certain death as he did 

with Rahab-“No wonder our hearts have melted in fear! No one has the courage to fight after hearing 

such things. For the LORD your GOD is the supreme GOD of the heavens above and earth below”. 

➢ James 2:25-26- Rahab another example, she was shown to be right with GOD by her ACTIONS when 

she hid the spies and sent them away safely. 

➢ 1 Timothy 2:3-4-God wants EVERYONE to be saved and understand His truth and Grace. (it’s still our 

choice, you have to believe and accept Jesus into your heart and live for Him to be Heaven bound) 

➢ Romans 10:14-17-Faith comes by  hearing and hearing the word of God. People can’t get saved if we 

don’t share the gospel. How beautiful are the feel of messengers who bring good news? (Let that be 

our busy feet) 

➢ Matthew 28:18-20-Go and make disciples of all men-teach them how to walk with Jesus (and share His 

grace, mercy forgiveness and love and how awesome it is to be full of His Holy Spirit). 

➢ 1 Peter 3:15-If someone asks why you are a Christian/Christ Follower, be prepared to share Jesus with 

them. Don’t worry about what people will say about you! 
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Week Three-Scripture Verses 
 

Joshua 2:8-14 -Esther 5:6 

Daniel 6:10-11-Daniel 3 

Matthew 3:1-6-Hebrews 11:32-38 

Isaiah 42:1-6-Romans 1:20-21 

Romans 3:10-Romans 3:23 

Romans 5:8-Romans 6:23 

Romans 10:9-10-Exodus 34:6-7 

Psalms 23:6-Psalms 36:5-10 

Isaiah 63:7-Ezekiel 3:17-19 

Isaiah 52:7-8 
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Week Three Scripture Verses Summarized 
Joshua 2:8-14-Rahab talks to the spies after the king’s men left looking for them. She tells them 

how all Jericho is afraid of them and what miracles they heard God did for them (Red Sea 

parting and other lands conquered). Verse 11 is the verse noted of Rahabs conversion. She and 

the spies agree for her and her family safety- if she does her part to save the spies, the spies will 

do their part  with Gods help to protect and save her and her family. 

➢ Esther 5:6-Esther speaks to the king and he asks what she really wants of him; he will give it 

to her to the half of his kingdom – FAVOR! 

➢ Daniel 6:10-11-The officers of king Darius make a law and he signed it that no one shall bow 

before any God other than the king, they will be thrown into the lion’s den. King Darius 

signs it (Daniel prayed every day, 3 times a day, at an open window praising God towards 

Jerusalem and he was not about to stop!) 

➢ Daniel 3-Nebuchadnezzars’ gold statue-All people were made to bow to this 9-foot statue 

or be thrown into a blazing fire. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego would not bow. 

Nebuchadnezzar flew into rage. Throw them into the fire and make it seven times hotter 

than normal. It was done, the flames killed the soldiers as they threw these 3 men in 

furnace. Nebuchadnezzar jumps up and runs to furnace and sees 4 men and said one is as if 

it were like a god. The three men come out of the fire, not even smoke was upon them! 

King made a decree everyone to worship their god and if they did not, they would be torn 

limb to limb and their houses turned into rubble. (BIG ATTITUDE CHANGE- BUT IT DID NOT 

SHOW REPENTANCE IN THE KING) 

➢ Matthew 3:1-6-John the Baptist calls people to repentance. “Repent and turn to God” – He 

is the voice of one shouting in the wilderness. John had camel’s hair for clothes and honey 

for food. Pharisees and Sadducees came out to hear him; Called them “brood of vipers”. 

God can create children of Abraham from stones; Even now the ax of God is poised, ready 

to sever the roots of the trees. Every tree that does not produce good fruit will be chopped 

own and thrown into the fire. 

➢ Hebrews 11:32-38-Rahab was saved because she hid the two spies. Stories of heroes of 

faith. Gideon, Samson, David, Samuel, and all that God did to save them from trials they 

endured. Their weakness was turned to strength! Several heroes died awful deaths and did 

not enter the promised land, but by faith they obeyed and are in heaven, the real promised 

land! 

➢ Isaiah 42:1-6-The Lords Chosen Servant-Commentary notes in my NLT study bible: These 

verses 1-9; are about the Servant-Messiah. Israel and the Messiah are both often described 

with the word servant. Israel, as God’s servant, was to help bring  to the world the 

knowledge of God. The Messiah, Jesus, would fulfill this task and show God himself to the 

world. 
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➢ Romans 1:20-21-God’s evidence is all around us! Through everything God made, people can 

see his invisible qualities, his eternal power and divine nature. So, man has no EXCUSE for 

now knowing God! 

➢ Romans 3:10-All people have sinned, not one person is in right standing with God prior 

salvation. No one seeks God… (He seeks us out by the grace and conviction and calling of 

the Holy Spirit). 

➢ Romans 3:23-We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

➢ Romans 5:8-Christ died for us while we were still sinners (come to Him as we are, He does 

the cleanup process – we have to submit to the process and change – did you really give 

your heart to God, or were you just feeling guilty and had a brief “emotion moment” as God 

was calling you)? 

➢ Romans 6:23-Wages of sin is death, but the free gift of Jesus is eternal life in Him. 

➢ Romans 10:9-10-These verses are called the “sinners’ prayer” Admit, Believe, Confess, 

share what happened to you. 

➢ Exodus 34:6-7-The Lord passes in front of Moses-God is merciful, forgiving and gracious and 

slow to anger to thousands of generations. BUT, he does not excuse the guilty, sins of 

parents and grandparents affect the 3rd and 4th generation. (Think about it, the way you 

live have effects on your children and grandchildren and great grandchildren – that’s a lot 

of responsibility we will be held accountable for. If you have messed up and you can’t go 

back and change all the wrongs you did, ask God to break the generational curses and seek 

His face and DO the things He will tell you to change your lifestyle and make restitution 

where He tells you to, it’s never too late with God, but we have to submit, obey and act 

upon what He directs us to do). 

➢ Psalms 23:6-God is with us in the valleys-He tells us not to be afraid-Surely goodness and 

unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life. 

➢ Psalms 36:5-10-God has unfailing love for us. His faithfulness reaches beyond the clouds; his 

justice is like ocean depths; He is a fountain of life and the light whereby we see. 

➢ Isaiah 63:7-Tell of Gods unfailing love! 

➢ Ezekiel 3:17-19-God talks to Ezekiel and really puts a BIG responsibility upon him!! God told 

him, whenever he hears a message from Him, to tell the people immediately. Warn them to 

repent of their sins and live. If they don’t repent they will die. And Ezekiel will die if he does 

not share the messages God gives him! (You talk about pressure!!!) 

➢ Isaiah 52:7-8-NLT Commentary notes: God says that the feet of those who bring good news 

are beautiful. It is a wonderful privilege to be able to share God’s Good News with others, 

his news of redemption, salvation, and peace. Who are you sharing Jesus with? 
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Week Four-Scripture Verses 

Joshua 2:12-21-Genesis 12:1-9 

Genesis 22:1-19-Esther 4:8 

Esther 5:8-Luke 1:26-56 

Acts 16:6-10-Isaiah 1:18 

Joshua 2:18-Ephesians 1:4 

Romans 5:8-Deuteronomy 10:12-16 

Deuteronomy 30:6-Deuteronomy 30:15-18 

John 1:17-Hebrews 8:8-12 

Hebrews 9:11-15-Ephesians 2:13 

1 John 1:7-9-Revelations 1:4-5 

Romans 3:10 and 23 

Psalms 25:14- 

Luke 22:19-20 
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Week Four-Scripture Verses Summarized 
Joshua 2:12-21-The agreement between the two spies and Rahab. The conditions and 

instructions for safety on both parties at the time when Jericho will be destroyed. 

Genesis 12:1-9-The Lord is taking to Abram (Abraham) and telling him of the blessings and favor 

he will receive. He is 75 at this time and God tells him to take his wife and nephew Lot and head 

for Canaan. Abram continued travelling south by stages toward Negev. 

➢ Genesis 22:1-19-God tests Abraham’s faith! Take his one and only son Isaac to Moriah. Go 

and sacrifice him on one of the mountains. He obeys, take the knife about to kill his one and 

only son and God calls him out and tells him to stop! “Do not hurt him in any way for now I 

know that you truly fear God. You have not withheld from me even your son, your only son. 

➢ Esther 4:8-Mordecai is mourning over the upcoming destruction of the Jews. Esther sent 

Hathach – one of her attendants given to her by the king,  to see what the problem was.  

Hathach was to direct her to go to the King to beg mercy and plead for her people. So 

Hathach returned to Esther with Mordecai message. 

➢ Esther 5:8-Esther visits the king during a banquet she was having for him and Haman (the 

bad guy!) While they were drinking, the king asks what her request is, He would give it to 

her to half of his kingdom! 

➢ Luke 1:26-56-Angel promises the birth of Jesus to Mary. Elizabeth is 6 months pregnant at 

this time also. Gabriel appears to Mary and tells her she has favor with God. The Holy Spirit 

will come upon her and the power of the Most High will overshadow her and she will have 

the Son of God. For the WORD OF GOD will never fail. “He shows mercy from generation to 

generation to all who fear him. His mighty arm has done tremendous things!” 

➢ Acts 16:6-10-God speaks in our spirit and dreams. The Holy Spirit will tell us when to move 

forward and when to stay, we need to listen for our own protection! Paul  had a vision; In 

the vision he was told “Come over to Macedonia and help us!” So, they decided to leave for 

Macedonia at once, having concluded that God was calling them to preach the Good News. 

➢ Isaiah 1:18-“Though your sins are like scarlet, I will make them as white as snow. Though 

they are red like crimson, I will make them as white as wool. (the next verse tells us what 

will happen IF we don’t obey-consequences)  

➢ Joshua 2:18-Instructions for Rahab to do to keep her and her family from being killed when 

Jericho comes falling down around them. 

➢ Ephesians 1:4-Before the world existed, God love us!!! He chose us to be in Him. 

➢ Romans 5:8-God showed His great love for us while we were still sinners! 
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➢ Deuteronomy 10:12-16-And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you? He 

requires only that you fear the Lord your God and live in a way that pleases Him and love 

Him and serve Him with all your heart and soul. You must always obey the Lord’s 

commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good. Therefore, change 

your hearts and stop being stubborn!!!! 

➢    For the Lord, your God is the God of gods and Lord of lords. He is the great God, the 

mighty and awesome God, who shows no partiality and cannot be bribed. He shows love to 

the foreigners living among you and gives them food and clothing. So, you too, must show 

love to foreigners, for you yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt (LOST 

SOULS). The ONE who has done these mighty MIRACLES that you have seen with your 

own eyes. 

➢ Deuteronomy 30:6- ***** This is a very special confirmation word for me, Barbara 

Chapmond, as I prepare this study, it totally amazes me how God works at his pace, his time 

and for his glory, in and through our lives when we listen and obey when it hurts and its 

hard! Praise be unto my Jesus! 

➢ The verse reads: The Lord your God will change your heart, and the hearts of all your 

descendants,(family members)  so that you (all of us) will love Him with all your hearts and 

souls. (When we have that kind of love, God melts hearts and transforms lives) 

➢ Deuteronomy 30:15-18-Choice between life and death; This command I am giving you 

today is not too difficult for you, and it is not beyond your reach!.......... No, the message is 

very close at  hand; it is on your lips and in your heart so that you can obey it. Now listen! 

Today I am giving you a choice between life and death, prosperity, and disaster. Love the 

Lord your God and keep his commands. But if you don’t…. (there are always consequences 

for sin) 

➢ John 1:17-God’s unfailing love came through Jesus Christ. 

➢ Hebrews 8:8-12-The day is coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 

people of Israel and Judah. I will put my laws in their minds and I will write them on their 

hearts, I will be their God, and they will be my people. For everyone from the least to the 

greatest will know me already. And I will forgive their wickedness and never again 

remember their sins. 

➢ Hebrews 9:11-15-Christ is our High Priest. He entered the most Holy of Holies and became 

the perfect sinless sacrifice for us. 

➢ Ephesians 2:13-Once we were far off and in sin and Jesus brought us to Himself. 

➢ 1 John 1:7-9-Living in the light with one another, Jesus’ blood cleanses us from all sin. If we 

say we have no sin, we are foolish!. We confess our sins He is faithful to forgive us. 

➢ Romans 3:10 and 23- No one is righteous, NO NOT ONE! We have all sinned and fallen short 

of the glory of God. 

➢ Psalms 25:14-The Lord is a friend to those that fear (reverence) Him. 

➢ Luke 22:19-20-Taking of the Lords Supper 
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Week Five-Scripture Verses 
Joshua 2:16-25-Joshua 6:22-25 

Matthew 24:36-50-Matthew 25:1-13 

2 Peter 3:8-13 

Genesis 50:20 

Jeremiah 29:11-Romans 8:28-29 

John 13:7-Isaiah 55:8-9 

2 Corinthians 5:6-7-Luke 19:9-10 

John 14:3-Psalms 46 

John 3:18-Acts 4:11-12 

Matthew 13:40-42 

Psalms 111:7-8-Colossians 3:23-24 

Proverbs 3:5-6-John 16:20 

James 1:5- 1 Peter 3:12 

Numbers 5:1-4- 

2 Peter 3:9 

1 Timothy 2:3-4-Proverbs 18:10 

Isaiah 26:3 
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Week Five- Summarized Scripture Verses 

 Joshua 2:16-25-Rahab and the spies agree to help each other out and lay down the terms for 

both parties. Spies escape for 3 days until king’s men quit looking for them, then they return to 

Joshua. Rahab let the spies down her window on scarlet rope and left it there after they left. The 

spies tell Joshua, all the people in the land are terrified of them. 

➢ Joshua 6:22-25-Walls of Jericho collapse, Joshua’s men go in and kill everyone and every living 

thing-meanwhile the spies go in and save Rahab and her family and take her to a safe place 

near the camp of Israel. Rahab lives among the Israelites to this day. 

➢ Matthew 24:36-50-Jesus’ return – no one knows when, so be ready! It will be like in Noah’s 

day, no one believed but a few, and the earth was destroyed and all that were in it.  The Son 

of Man will come when least expected. A faithful, sensible servant is one to whom the master 

can give the responsibility of managing his other household, there will be rewards for him. 

➢ Matthew 25:1-13-Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids and their lamps – five foolish and five wise. 

Verse 10-13 “ But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who 

were ready went in with Him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked. Later, when the 

other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, “Lord, Lord! Open the door for 

us!”. But He called back, “Believe me, I don’t know you!”. “So, you too must keep watch, for 

you do not know the day or hour of my return”. 

➢ 2 Peter 3:8-13- A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a DAY. 

The Lord is not really being slow about His promise, He is being patient, He doesn’t want 

anyone to go to hell, He wants everyone to repent. The day will come, He will set the heavens 

on fire, and the elements will melt away in the flames. But we are looking forward to the new 

heavens and new earth he has promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness. 

➢ Genesis 50:20- (My favorite verse during COVID-19) What Satan intended for harm, God 

intended for good – “You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought 

me to this position so I could save the lives of many people. No do not be afraid. I will continue 

to take care of you and your children. 

➢ Jeremiah 29:11-(Everyone’s favorite verse) For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 

they are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 

➢ Romans 8:28-29-And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 

those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. 

➢ John 13:7-Jesus replied: “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.” 

➢ Isaiah 55:8-9-My thoughts are not like your thoughts, says the Lord, and my ways are far 

beyond anything you could imagine. For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my 

ways are higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. 

➢ 2 Corinthians 5:6-7-Our bodies are temporary , when we live here it is temporary visit, our 

final destination is heaven.– We live by faith not by sight. 
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➢ Luke 19:9-10-Salvation came to Zacchaeus- For the Son of Man came to seek and save the 

lost. 

➢ John 14:3-God has room for us in heaven, Trust in Him, He is preparing a place for us (those 

saved) and when it is time, He will come and get us and take us home! 

➢ Psalms 46-God is our refuge and strength always ready to help us out of trouble….Be still and 

know that I am God!! 

➢ John 3:18-There is NO judgment against anyone who believes in Him, but anyone who does 

not believe in Him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son. 

➢ Acts 4:11-12-The stone you builders rejected has now become the cornerstone. There is 

salvation in NO ONE ELSE! God has given NO OTHER name under heaven by which we must 

be saved. 

➢ Matthew 13:40-42-Parable of the weeds: Just as the weeds are sorted out and burned in the 

fire, so it will be at the end of the world. The Son of Man will send his angels and they will 

remove from his Kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. And the angels will 

throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

➢ Psalms 111:7-8-All God does is good and His commandments are trustworthy and to be 

obeyed faithfully and with integrity. 

➢ Colossians 3:23-24-Obey (those in authority over you) in everything you do. Work willingly at 

WHATEVER you do as though you were doing it for Jesus instead of people. 

➢ Proverbs 3:5-6-Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not unto your own understanding. 

Seek His will and he will direct your pathways. 

➢ John 16:20-Jesus said:” You will weep and  mourn over what is going to happen to me, but 

the world will rejoice. You will grieve, but your grief will suddenly turn into wonderful joy. 

➢ James 1:5-If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and He will give it to you. He will not 

rebuke you for asking. 

➢ 1 Peter 3:12-The eyes of the Lord watch over those that do right, but His face is against evil 

doers. 

➢ Numbers 5:1-4-Moses was told to cleanse the camp of all people with diseases. CLEANSING 

TIME 

➢ 2 Peter 3:9-The Lord is not really being SLOW about His promise, as some people think. No, 

He is being PATIENT for your sake, He does not want anyone to go to hell. 

➢ 1 Timothy 2:3-4-Jesus wants everyone to be saved – He gave His life for everyone to accept 

Him. 

➢ Proverbs 18:10-The name of the Lord is a strong fortress, the godly run to him for safety. 

➢ Isaiah 26:3-You will keep us in perfect peace as long as we keep our hearts and eyes FOCUSED 

upon you….. Trust in Him, He is our Rock and he also will humble the proud. 
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Week Six-Scripture Verses 

Matthew 1:1-17 

1 Corinthians 1:27-29 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Deuteronomy 7:1-3 

Ephesians 2:19 

Galatians 3:10 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

Hebrews 11 

Genesis 18:1-21 

Genesis 21:1-21 

James 2:14-26 

Luke 10:25-37 

James 1:22-25 

1 John 3:17-18 

Psalms 107:1-2 

1 Peter 2:9-10 
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Week Six- Summarized Scripture Verses 
➢ Matthew 1:1-17-Record of Jesus Ancestors (shortened for my notes) Abraham was the father 

of Isaac, Salmon was the father of Boaz (whose mother was Rahab), Boaz was the father of 

Obed (whose mother was Ruth) Obed was the father of Jesse, Jesse was the father of King 

David, Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary and Mary gave birth to Jesus, 

who is called the Messiah. 

➢ 1 Corinthians 1:27-29-Notes from NLT Commentary: Does  Christianity oppose rational 

thinking? Christians clearly do believe in using their minds to weigh the evidence and make 

wise choices. Here Paul declares that no amount of human knowledge can replace or bypass 

Christ’s work on the cross. If it could, Christ would be accessible only to the intellectually 

gifted and well educated, and not to ordinary people or to children.  Paul continues to 

emphasize that the way to receive salvation is so simple that any person who wants to can 

understand it. Skill and wisdom do not get a person into God’s Kingdom, simple faith does. 

We can do nothing to earn our salvation. 

➢ 2 Corinthians 5:17-This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has BECOME (a process of 

becoming like Jesus one day at a time) a new person. The old life is gone; (sinful heart) and 

the new life is BEGUN! ( we are a continual work in progress- GRACE every new day) 

➢ Deuteronomy 7:1-3-Presenting gifts to God for anointing in front of the Tabernacle (On the 

day Moses set up the Tabernacle, he anointed it and set it apart as holy) We are the 

Tabernacle in the NT, we have the Holy Spirit living inside of us 24/7. Jesus has anointed us to 

be “set apart” from the world and be like Him for His glory! 

➢ Ephesians 2:19-WE ARE…. So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You 

are citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family. 

➢ Galatians 3:10-But those who depend on the law to make them right with God are under the 

curse, for the Scriptures say, “Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey all the 

commands that are written in God’s Book of the Law. So, it is clear that no one can be made 

right with God by trying to keep the law. 

➢ Ephesians 2:8-9-Same God works through all of us who accept Jesus as their Savior – Jew and 

Gentile. 

➢ Hebrews 11- Heroes and Heroines of faith throughout the bible. Faith shows the reality of 

what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see. Through their faith, the people 

in days of old earned a good reputation. By faith we understand that the entire universe was 

formed at God’s command, that what we now see did not come from anything that can be 

seen…. All these people died still believing what God had promised them. The did not receive 

what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed that 

they were foreigners and nomads here on earth. But they were looking for a better place, a 

heavenly homeland. 
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➢ Genesis 18:1-21-The Son is promised to Sarah: The Lord appeared again to Abraham near the 

oak grove belonging to Mamre. He looked up and noticed three men standing nearby.  He 

prepared food for them and they ate. They asked where Sarah was. They told Abraham they 

would be back in a year and they would have  a child. She heard this and silently laughed 

because she and Abraham were very old. She denied she laughed when they asked her about 

it. 

➢ Genesis 21:1-21-The birth of Isaac: Sarah declared, “God has brought me laughter, all who 

hear about this will laugh with me. Who would have thought I would have a child at such old 

age? When Isaac grew up and was weaned, Abraham through a feast for him. Sarah saw 

Ishmael the son of Hagar making fun of him. She had Abraham make them leave. Abraham 

sent Hagar and the boy into the wilderness with food and water. The food and water ran out, 

Hagar places the boy under a shade tree crying out to God. God hears her, provided water 

and God was with them in the wilderness. He told Hagar he would become a skillful archer 

and God would make a great nation from is descendants. 

➢ James 2:14-26-Faith without works is dead: Faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces 

good deeds, it is dead and useless. How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds 

is useless? Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with God 

by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the alter? You see, his faith and his actions 

worked together. His actions made his faith complete.   Rahab the prostitute is another 

example. She was shown to be right with God by her actions when she hid those messengers 

and sent them safely away by a different road. Just as the body is dead without breath, so 

also faith is dead without good works. 

➢ Luke 10:25-37-Hearing and Listening; Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan. 

➢ James 1:22-25-But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you 

are only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at 

your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you 

look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t 

forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it. 

➢ 1 John 3:17-18-Give to those in need when you have it and don’t just say you love, put your 

actions behind the word “LOVE”. 

➢ Psalms 107:1-2-Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! His faithful love endures forever”: 

Has the Lord redeemed you? Then speak it out!! Tell everyone. 

➢ 1 Peter 2:9-10-You are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation. God’s very own 

possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you OUT OF 

THE DARKNESS and into his wonderful light! (me, you, RAHAB, ANYONE that wants to be 

saved!) 
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Week One Scriptures and BFC Review Notes Discussion Questions 

“Written into Gods Script.” 
1. Imagine you are Joshua, tasked with leading millions of people into a foreign land. What 

might you be feeling? How would it help you to have reminders that God is with you? 

2. What situation are you facing right now where your natural response is to be frightened 

or dismayed? 

3. In what areas of life is God stretching you? 

4. How can you intentionally remind yourself to be strong and courageous this week as 

you trust in the Lord? 

5. How is your own culture similar to these two cultures? (Ninevites and Canaanites) 

6. Rahab’s profession is also listed twice in the NT. From today’s scripture readings, what 

did you learn about Rahab? 

7. What are some sins or suffering that you’ve experienced that make you feel disqualified 

to be used by God? Read Psalms 32 

8. There’s a difference between feeling shame and feeling gilt over our sin. How would you 

describe the difference? 

Scripture Review: 

1)  In Numbers 13:1-3, how many leaders did Moses send out from how many tribes to 

explore the land? 

2) In Johan 1:2, what was Jonah supposed to go to Nineveh for? 

3) In Hebrews 11:31, what did Rahab have that helped her in knowing she would be saved 

when Jericho was to be destroyed? 

4) In 1 Corinthians 1:27-29, what does God choose to confound the wise? 

5) In 2 Corinthians 7:10, what leads people to repentance? 

6) What cleanses us in Hebrews 10:22? 
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Week Two Scriptures and BFC Review Notes Discussion Questions 

“The Mystery of God at Work” 

 

1. How did Rahab hide the spies? 

2. It would have been good hospitality for Rahab to try to protect her guests, but how did 

Rahab’s actions go beyond basic hospitality? What was Rahab risking by hiding the 

spies? 

3. Can you think of a pattern of sin God has done a sanctifying work in from your own life?  

4. Has there ever been a time in your life when you’ve taken a risk based on your faith in 

the Lord? 

5. Perhaps the reason we don’t share our faith is because we are afraid of the wrong 

person. Consider: Has fear of man kept you from sharing your faith with someone? 

 

Scripture Review: 

1. In Romans 10:1-3, what kind of zeal do the Israelites have? 

2. What does Proverbs 16:9 say? 

3. In Hebrews 11:31, how many spies did Rahab hide? 

4. What seven things does the Lord hate in Proverbs 6:16-19? 

5. In 1 John 3:18, what are we supposed to DO not just SAY? 

6. What does Luke 6:31 tell us? 
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Week Three Scriptures and BFC Review Notes Discussion Questions 

“The Lovingkindness of God” 

1. What was Rahab risking with her actions? 

2. Why did Rahab choose to be courageous? 

3. How does knowing that you have a heavenly city waiting for you inspire you to take a 

risk of obedience? Are there any areas that fear of man or fear of consequences is 

causing you to play it safe in following Christ? 

4. What does it mean for us to cast our crowns before the Lord in response to who He is? 

5. What was Rahab’s request to the spies? 

6. What did she request in return? 

7. Describe a time in your life when you were drowning. How did God’s faithfulness rescue 

you? 

 

Scripture Review: 

1. What are some of the names of the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11:32-28? 

2. In Romans 1:20-21, what does it say about man knowing God? 

3. What does Romans 3:23 tell us? 

4. In Psalms 23:6, where does God go with us? 

5. In Psalms 36:5-10, what kind of love does God have for us? 
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Week Four Scriptures and BFC Review Notes Discussion Questions 

“The Scarlet Cord” 

1. How do the men respond to Rahab’s plea for mercy? 

2. What does disobedience of God ultimately reveal about our trust in God? 

3. Think of a time when you obeyed something the Lord asked you to do? What was the 

result? 

4. How can visible acts of obedience to the Lord impact others around us? 

5. According to Ephesians 1:4, when did Christ choose us? 

6. According to Romans 5:8, when did Christ die for us? 

7. Were we able to “clean up our acts” or rid ourselves of sinful tendencies before God 

moved toward us with love and grace? 

8. Do you still live under guilt or shame over past sin that you’ve confessed to the Lord? 

How can you remind yourself that Jesus blood takes away your sin and makes you white 

as snow? 

9. Have you tied the scarlet cord in the window of your life by putting your faith in Him? 

 

Scripture Review: 

1. In Genesis 22:1-19, What is taking place in this story? 

2. In Esther 5:8, who does Esther visit and what even was taking place at the time? 

3. In Isaiah 1:18, what colors are used in this verse and what do they represent? 

4. In Ephesians 1:4, what happened before the world even existed? 

5. What happens to people’s hearts in Deuteronomy 30:6? 
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Week Five Scriptures and BFC Review Notes Discussion Questions 

“The Big Picture” 

1. Put yourself in Rahab’s shoes. What would it take for you to tell your family about the 

coming judgment? 

2. What do you think Rahab thought when the army marched around the city in silence 

and left? 

3. Looking back, how can you see God’s bigger purpose in events in your life that you 

didn’t understand at the time? 

4. How has God used those things to shape you into the image of God? 

5. When have you been tempted to doubt God’s working in your life? 

6. How do you remind yourself to trust God when it feels like you’re in a war? 

7. Read Joshua 6:20-21. What happened to the rest of the people in Jericho? 

 

Scripture Review: 

1. What took place in Joshua 6:22-25? 

2. What was the parable about in Matthew 24:36-50? 

3. In 2 Peter 3:8-13, what does God say about TIME? 

4. What does 2 Corinthians 5:6-7 say about our bodies? What do we live by? 

5. Acts 4:11-12 – There is ______________in no other. 

6. In Matthew 13:4-42, what was this parable about? 
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Week Six Scriptures and BFC Review Notes Discussion Questions 

“A New Identity” 

1. What does the inclusion of women in Jesus’ family tree tell us about how God views 

women? 

2. What were some of the women listed in the genealogy of Jesus? 

3. What are some words that identify Rahab’s new identity? 

4. Because she became a part of the family of Jesus, she became a Jewish Princess. What 

did she have to give up for her change of identity? 

5. When we choose to follow Christ today, what do we have to give up? 

6. What do we gain? 

7. Ultimately, what does Rahab’s story tell us about who God is able to save? 

8. How is your own faith evidenced by your works or actions? 

9. If Rahab had a changed identity, why is she still referred to as “Rahab the Prostitute”? 

10. How can God use our past to reach others with His grace? 

11. Why are people drawn to others who openly share how god has delivered them from a 

sinful lifestyle? 

12. How does the story of Rahab give you hope? 

 

Scripture Review: 

1. What were we and what are we now? 

2. In James 2:14-26, Summarize in a few words what faith is and what it does? 

3. What does James 1:22-25 tell us to DO? 

4. In 1 Peter 2:9-10, what kind of people are we? 
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