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Acts- Working of the Holy Spirit Through The Apostles
10 Week Sessions – Zoom  - Chapters 8-17

Every Thursday at 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm

Date: 5/19/22 Week #1 Chapter 8
Date: 5/26/22 Week #2  Chapter 9
Date 6/02/22 Week #3 Chapter 10 
Date: 6/09/22 Week #4  Chapter 11
Date: 6/16/22 Week #5 Chapter 12 
Date: 6/23/22 Week #6 Chapter 13  
Date: 6/30/22 Week #7 Chapter 14 
Date: 7/07/22 Week #8  Chapter 15
Date: 7/14/22 Week #9  Chapter 15
Date: 7/21/22 Week #10  Chapter 17



Lesson #8
Acts 8:1-40



Summary of Chapter Eight (1 of 3 slides)
I. The church scatters under persecution
II. The burial of Stephan takes place
III. Saul Continues to persecute the Christians everywhere AND thinks he is 

right!
IV.Simon the Sorcerer believes (The question in many is –Did he really get 

saved???
V. Simons selfish request
VI.Peter strong reply to Simon
VII.Philip preaches to the Ethiopian-Eunuch
VIII.The Ethiopian invites Philip to explain the Bible in Isaiah
IX.Philip preaches to the Ethiopian
X. The Ethiopian believes and is baptized
XI.Philips mysterious departure



2 of 3 slides
This was the first persecution of the Christians as a whole. Before, the apostles had been arrested and beaten and persecuted; here, every believer was threatened 
with violence and perhaps death.

Stephen’s death might seem sort of meaningless at first glance. His young ministry of power and eloquence was cut abruptly short. His ministry also seemed to end 
in failure – no one was immediately brought to faith, and all that came forth was more persecution against the church. But as always has been the case, the blood of 
the martyrs became the seed of the church.

They were scattered throughout the regions: Now the Christians were forced to do what they had been reluctant to do – get the message of Jesus out to the 
surrounding regions. The resulting good of the spread of the gospel leads some to see this persecution as being the will of God. God can and will use pressing 
circumstances to guide us into His will. Sometimes we have to be shaken out of our comfortable state before we do what God wants us to do.

Simon the Sorcerer Believes:
In the Bible sorcery is associated with occult, magical practices – and often with the taking of mind and mood altering drugs. Whatever real power Simon had, it was 
from Satan, not God.  Simon was convinced by Philip’s preaching and amazing miracles, to the point where he declared belief, was baptized, and continued with 
Philip. Simon became a follower of Philip and his ministry.
At this point – up to Acts 8:13 – there is nothing to indicate that Simon’s belief was false or insincere. Yet it will be tested by his conduct and response over time.

You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God: Peter’s rebuke to Simon doesn’t exactly answer an important and 
interesting question – was Simon a true Christian, genuinely born again?
.Simon gave many evidences of conversion – at least to outward observation.
· Simon expressed belief in the preaching of Philip (Acts 8:13).
· Philip received Simon as a kind of follower (Acts 8:13).
· Simon attended meetings of Christians (Acts 8:18).

For all these reasons, Philip regarded Simon as a Christian – a follower of Jesus – and baptized him (Acts 8:13). Like us today, 
Philip could not actually see into Simon’s spiritual heart and know with complete certainty that he was sincere in his faith; but 
he had demonstrated enough to make his proclamation of faith credible.

The question in many minds is: Did Simon really get saved?  I don’t think we will know until we get to heaven.

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+8.13&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+8.13&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+8.13&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+8.18&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+8.13&t=NKJV
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(24-25) Simon’s reply and a summary of the work in Samaria.

Then Simon answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the things which you have spoken may come upon me.” So when they had testified and 
preached the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.
a. Pray to the Lord for me, that none of these things come upon me: Instead of actually humbling his heart before God, Simon asked Peter to pray he would be 
spared the consequences of his sin. This shows Simon felt a true conviction of the Holy Spirit but was not yet willing to humble his own heart before God. Peter 
couldn’t humble Simon’s heart for him.  We don’t know what became of Simon. We don’t know if he followed through on the conviction of heart evident in Acts 
8:24. Church tradition says he went off the deep end and became a dangerous false teacher among the early Christians. It is possible that he did repent and get his 
heart right with God.

(29-31) The Ethiopian invites Philip to explain the Bible.
Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.” So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what 
you are reading?” And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him.

The Spirit said to Philip: It took real boldness for Philip to go right up to the Ethiopian’s chariot and speak to him, but that is what the Holy Spirit told him to do.
. The Ethiopian was a rich man, a man of power, and at least in some way a celebrity. Yet Philip knew he needed Jesus just as much as anyone else. We should 
never fear speaking to those who are considered to be important people about Jesus.
. We often shrink back from speaking boldly about Jesus, and the world lets us know we shouldn’t talk about such things. But the world does not hesitate to 
impose its own message on us. We should be just as bold to the world about Jesus as the world is bold to us about sin.
. Heard him reading: It was common in the ancient world to read aloud. Philip knew what the Ethiopian was reading by listening as he read.
. Heard him reading the prophet Isaiah: Philip knew at that moment that God had given him an open door, a prepared heart. Plainly, God had arranged this meeting 
between Philip and the Ethiopian; this is a wonderful example of how God opens doors for evangelism. God directed Philip because God had already arranged an 
open door.

And the eunuch said: The Ethiopian himself was ready to respond to the gospel. This was a work of the Holy Spirit, not a tribute to Philip’s salesmanship.  
The devil himself has the faith of the head, but he hates the truth in his heart. God wants His truth not only in our heads, but also in our hearts.   

We may intellectually know that Jesus died for the sins of the world, but do we know in our hearts that He died to cleanse our sins?

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+8.24&t=NKJV


Acts Chapter Eight – Research about conversion of the Eunuch

What did Jesus say about the eunuchs?-In Matthew 19:12, Christ describes three types of people as unfit for marriage, namely those who have 

been castrated; those born incapable and those who, by their own free choice and for the glory of God's Kingdom, abstain from marrying .

The conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch is similar, as I read this text in the eighth chapter of the Book of Acts. Here was a man who had just been 

to Jerusalem, to worship the God of Israel there. And yet he was not saved in Jerusalem, but in the desert. And rather than being “led to the 

Lord” by one of the apostles there in Jerusalem, or even by Peter or John in a Samaritan city, he was converted through Philip, who was divinely 

directed to him in that remote desert place. One would think that the first Gentile convert (specifically mentioned in Acts) would have been won 

by an apostle. How strange the ways of God are! The salvation of this Ethiopian eunuch was clearly a matter of divine election and calling, as was 

the choice of the human instrument (Philip) a part of God’s sovereign will. The reasons for this are important, and we shall seek to discover them 

as we continue on with our study.

God guides. God guides supernaturally, at times. He specifically  guides men to do that which they would not have ordinarily have done. Thus, 

God guided Philip to set aside his Samaritan ministry for a time and to go to this remote place so as to bring about the conversion of this man. 

This guidance was necessary because Philip would have never chosen to do this on his own, and rightly so.

God succeeds in putting men and women where He wants them. Why is it that we want God’s particular direction, but we turn up our nose at His 

providential guidance? Let us be assured that God does guide, but that He is under no obligation to guide us as we might prefer, or as we might 

deem more spiritual.

Reflections on the Philip This man had been coming from Jerusalem, where he had been to worship God. Philip didn’t know him but found a man 

reading out loud from the Old Testament.

This man shows all the signs of one who is spiritually thirsty.

• He had reworked his schedule to go to Jerusalem on his own. He was reading from the Scripture.

• He wanted somebody to explain what he was reading. He was willing to search for the truth. He was willing to understand.

This man was hungry for the things of God. He was spiritually thirsty. Prepared by God. All he needed was a person to help explain.

https://www.evangelismcoach.org/spiritual-thirst-the-key-clue-to-faith-conversations/


1 And Saul approved of their killing him.-The Church Persecuted and Scattered
On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles 
were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for 
him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and 
women and put them in prison.
Philip in Samaria  4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5 Philip went 
down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. 6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw 
the signs he performed, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7 For with shrieks, impure spirits 
came out of many, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that 
city.
Simon the Sorcerer-9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and 
amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, 10 and all the people, both 
high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the Great Power of 
God.” 11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his sorcery. 12 But when 
they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he 
followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter 
and John to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply 
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit.   18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the 
apostles’ hands, he offered them money 19 and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on 
whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”
20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God 
with money! 21 You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. 22

Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a 
thought in your heart. 23 For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.”
24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to me.”
25 After they had further proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter and John 
returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER EIGHT

1) What are the main points of this chapter?

2) Who consented to Stephen's death? (1)

3) What happened at that time?  What was the result? (1)

4) What was Saul doing? (3)

5) What did those who were scattered do? (4)

6) Who went to Samaria and preached Christ to them? (5)

7) How did the multitudes respond? Why? (6)

8) What kind of miracles did Philip perform? (7)

9) Who had the Samaritans previously heeded? (9-11)

10) What things did Philip preach that the Samaritans believed? (12)

11) How did the Samaritans respond to Philip's preaching? (12)

12) Who else believed and was baptized? (13)

13) Who was sent to Samaria by the apostles?  Why? (14-16)

14) How was the Holy Spirit imparted to the Samaritans? (17-18)

15) What did Simon try to do? (18-19)

16) Why did Peter refuse and then rebuke Simon for his offer? (20-23)

17) What did Peter tell Simon to do in order to be forgiven? What did

Simon ask? (22)

18) As Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, what did they do? (25)



Philip and the Ethiopian-26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go 
south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, 
an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which 
means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to 
worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the 
Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and 
stay near it.”30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man 
reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” 
So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 This is the passage of 
Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the 
slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his 
mouth. 33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.”  
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking 
about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very 
passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 
eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being 
baptized?” [ 37 ] 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both 
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 
39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly 
took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his 
way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, 
preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. Acts 8

19) Where was Philip told to go next?  Who told him? (26)

20) Who did Philip see?  What was the man doing? (27-28)

21) Who told Philip to overtake the chariot? (29)-

22) When Philip heard him reading, what did he ask? How did the eunuch

respond? (30-31)

23) Where in Isaiah was the eunuch reading? (32-33) -

24) What did the eunuch want to know? (34)

25) Beginning from that passage, what did Philip preach? (35) -

26) When they came to water, what did the eunuch ask?  How did Philip

respond? (36-37)

27) How did Philip baptize the eunuch? (38-39)

28) What happened when they came up out of the water?  What did the

eunuch do? (39)

29) Where was Philip found?  What did he then do? (40)



1 And Saul approved of their killing him.-The Church Persecuted and Scattered
On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and 
mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison.
Philip in Samaria  4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. 6 When the crowds 
heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7 For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of many, and many who were paralyzed or lame were 
healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city.
Simon the Sorcerer-9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, 10 and all the 
people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the Great Power of God.” 11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time 
with his sorcery. 12 But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Simon 
himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John 
placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.   18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money 19 and said, 
“Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”
20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 21 You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not 
right before God. 22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 23 For I see that you are full of bitterness and 
captive to sin.”
24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to me.”
25 After they had further proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages. 
Philip and the Ethiopian-26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way 
he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and 
on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard 
the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him. 32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.”  34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then 
Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” [ 37 ] 38 And he gave orders to stop 
the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and 
the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 
Acts 8



❖ REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER EIGHT

❖ What are the main points of this chapter?-- Aftermath of Stephen's 

death (1-4) - Conversion of the Samaritans (5-25)

- Conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch (26-40)

❖ Who consented to Stephen's death? (1)- Saul

❖ What happened at that time? What was the result? (1)- A great 

persecution against the church- The church was scattered 

throughout Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.                                                                           

What was Saul doing? (3)- Making havoc of the church, dragging 

men and women off to prison

❖ What did those who were scattered do? (4)- They went everywhere 

preaching the word

❖ Who went to Samaria and preached Christ to them? (5)- Philip 

(cf. Ac 6:5)

❖ How did the multitudes respond? Why? (6)- They heeded the 

things spoken by Philip- Because of the miracles he did

❖ What kind of miracles did Philip perform? (7)- Casting out unclean 

spirits, healing the paralyzed and lame.                                                                                   

****Who had the Samaritans previously heeded? (9-11)-Simon the 

sorcerer.                                                                                          

****What things did Philip preach that the Samaritans believed? 

(12)- The kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ                                                                              

*****How did the Samaritans respond to Philip's preaching?     

(12)- With faith and baptism

❖ Who else believed and was baptized? (13)- Simon the sorcerer.

11. Who was sent to Samaria by the apostles? Why? (14-16)- Peter and John; that the Samaritans might receive the Holy Spirit

14. How was the Holy Spirit imparted to the Samaritans? (17-18)- By the laying on of the apostles' hands

15. What did Simon try to do? (18-19)- Purchase the ability to impart the Spirit by the laying on of hands

16. Why did Peter refuse and then rebuke Simon for his offer? (20-23)- Thinking that the gift of God could be purchased with money- His heart was not right; he 

was poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity

17. What did Peter tell Simon to do in order to be forgiven? What did Simon ask? (22)- To repent and pray; for Peter to pray for him

18. As Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, what did they do? (25)- Preached the gospel in many of the villages of the Samaritans

19. Where was Philip told to go next? Who told him? (26) To go south along the road from Jerusalem to Gaza; an angel of the Lord

20. Who did Philip see? What was the man doing? (27-28)- An Ethiopian eunuch, the treasurer of Queen Candace- Returning from Jerusalem where he gone to 

worship, sitting in his chariot and reading from Isaiah

21. Who told Philip to overtake the chariot? (29)- The Spirit

22. When Philip heard him reading, what did he ask? How did the eunuch respond? (30-31)- "Do you understand what you are reading?"- "How can I, unless 

someone guides me?"

23. Where in Isaiah was the eunuch reading? (32-33)- Isaiah 53:7-8

24. What did the eunuch want to know? (34)- Was Isaiah writing of himself, or some other man

25. Beginning from that passage, what did Philip preach? (35)- Jesus

26. When they came to water, what did the eunuch ask? How did Philip respond? (36-37)- "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?"

- "If you believe with all your heart, you may."

27. How did Philip baptize the eunuch? (38-39)- They both went down into the water, Philip baptized him, they both came up out of the water

28. What happened when they came up out of the water? What did the eunuch do? (39)- The Spirit caught Philip away, so the eunuch saw him no more- He went 

on his way rejoicing

29. Where was Philip found? What did he then do? (40)- Azotus; preached in all the cities until he came to Caesarea

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Acts%206.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Isa%2053.7-8


Lesson #9
Acts 9:1-43



"ACTS OF THE APOSTLES“ - Chapter Nine

OBJECTIVES IN STUDYING THIS CHAPTER

1) The conversion of Saul.

2) Two miracles by Peter, and the affect they had on many 

SUMMARY-

Saul received permission from the high priest to seek out those of the way in Damascus. It was near Damascus 

that Saul was blinded by a vision of the risen Jesus. Saul was led blind into the city where he waited for three 

days, neither eating nor drinking (1-9). 

The Lord appeared to Ananias and sent him to restore Saul's sight With his sight restored, Saul was baptized and 

resumed eating. Saul remained in Damascus  for a few days and began immediately preaching in the 

synagogues that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God (10-19).

After many days He went to Jerusalem where after Barnabas spoke in his behalf he was accepted by the 

brethren.

The churches in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria then enjoyed peace and grew as they walked in the fear of Holy 

Spirit (20-31).

Peter was in Lydda, the disciples sent for him to come without delay.  Peter raised Tabitha from the dead,  

leading many people in Joppa to believe on the Lord.  Peter then remained in Joppa for maydays, staying with 

Simon, a tanner (32-43).



Verse 9:5: Who art thou, Lord?—The word “Lord” could not as yet have been used 

in all the fulness of its meaning. As in many cases in the Gospels, it was the 

natural utterance of respect and awe (John 5:7; John 9:36; John 20:15), such as 

would be roused by what the persecutor saw and heard.

And he said, Who art thou, Lord? - The word "Lord" here, as is frequently the case 

in the New Testament, means no more than "sir," John 4:19. It is evident that Saul 

did not as yet know that this was the Lord Jesus. He heard a voice as of a man; he 

heard himself addressed, but by whom the words were spoken was to him 

unknown. In his amazement and confusion, he naturally asked who it was that 

was thus addressing him.

And the Lord said - In this place the word "Lord" is used in a higher sense, to

denote "the Saviour." It is his usual appellation. See the notes on Acts 1:24.

https://biblehub.com/john/5-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/9-36.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/20-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/4-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/1-24.htm


The Conversion of Saul
1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he 
approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4

And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are 
you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am 
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be 
told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood 
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, 
and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the 
hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without 
sight, and neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to 
him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said 
to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas 
look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has 
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so 
that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard 
from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at 
Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 
call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen 
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the 
children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake 
of my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his 
hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on 
the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales 
fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19

and taking food, he was strengthened. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER NINE

What are some of  the main points of this chapter?

What was Saul doing when he went to the high priest? (1)

What did Saul get from the high priest? (2)

As Saul came near Damascus, what happened? What did he hear? (3-4)

When he asked "Who are You, Lord?", what was he told? (5)

What did Jesus tell Saul to do? (6)

How did the men with him respond to what was happening? (7)

How was Saul led into the city? What did he do for three days? (8-9)

To whom did the Lord appear in a vision? (10)

What did Jesus tell him to do? (11)

What had Saul been doing during this time? What had he seen in a vision? (11-12)

Why was Ananias hesitant to go? (13-14)

What did the Lord say about Saul to reassure Ananias to go to him? (15-16)

When Ananias laid his hands on Saul, what did he say as to why the Lord sent him?(17)

What happened immediately thereafter? (18)

What did Saul then do? (19-20)



Saul Proclaims Jesus in Synagogues

For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And 
immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the 
Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not 
this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon 
this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them 
bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more in 
strength and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving 
that Jesus was the Christ.

Saul Escapes from Damascus23 When many days had passed, the Jews 
plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot became known to Saul. They were 
watching the gates day and night in order to kill him, 25 but his disciples 
took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, 
lowering him in a basket.

Saul in Jerusalem

26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the 
disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he 
was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles 
and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke 
to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of 
Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching 
boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disputed against the 
Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. 30 And when the brothers 
learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to 
Tarsus.

What was the reaction of those who heard him? (21)

As Saul increased in strength, what did he do? (22)

After many days had passed, who plotted to kill Saul? 
How did he escape? (23-25)

When Saul came to Jerusalem, what did he try to do? 
What was the reaction? (26)

Who brought him before the apostles? What did he 
tell them about Saul? (27)

What was Saul then permitted to do? (28)

What did Saul do while at Jerusalem? What then 
happened? (29-30)



31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace 
and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.

The Healing of Aeneas -32 Now as Peter went here and there among them 
all, he came down also to the saints who lived at Lydda. 33 There he found a 
man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. 34 And 
Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” 
And immediately he rose. 35 And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw 
him, and they turned to the Lord.

Dorcas Restored to Life - 36 Now there was in Joppa a disciple named 
Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She was full of good works and 
acts of charity. 37 In those days she became ill and died, and when they had 
washed her, they laid her in an upper room. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, 
the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging him, 
“Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter rose and went with them. 
And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows 
stood beside him weeping and showing tunics and other garments that 
Dorcas made while she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all outside, 
and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, 
arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. 41 And 
he gave her his hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, 
he presented her alive. 42 And it became known throughout all Joppa, and 
many believed in the Lord. 43 And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one 
Simon, a tanner

What was the condition of the churches in Judea, Galilee, 
and Samaria at that time? (31)

Where did Peter go and what did he find there? (32-33)

What did Peter do and what was the result? (34-35)

Who died at Joppa, and what did the disciples there do? 
(36-38)

When Peter arrived, what did he see and what did he do? 
(39-41)

What happened when this became known throughout all 
Joppa? (42)

What did Peter then do? (43)



The Conversion of Saul
1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any 
belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 
4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose 
from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate 
nor drank.
10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street 
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him 
so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has 
authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and 
the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother 
Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like 
scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was strengthened. 
Saul Proclaims Jesus in Synagogues
For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and 
said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22

But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.
Saul Escapes from Damascus23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill 
him, 25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket.
Saul in Jerusalem
26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and 
brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he 
went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. 30 And when the 
brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.
31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.
The Healing of Aeneas -32 Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who lived at Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for 
eight years, who was paralyzed. 34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” And immediately he rose. 35 And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw 
him, and they turned to the Lord.
Dorcas Restored to Life - 36 Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She was full of good works and acts of charity. 37 In those days she became ill 
and died, and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging him, “Please 
come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter rose and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping and showing tunics and 
other garments that Dorcas made while she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened 
her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. 41 And he gave her his hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. 42 And it became known throughout 
all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one Simon, a tanner. Acts 9



REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER NINE

1. What are the main points of this chapter?- Conversion of Saul (1-31)- Miracles of Peter (32-43)

2. What was Saul doing when he went to the high priest? (1)- Breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord

3. What did Saul get from the high priest? (2)- Letters to the synagogues of Damascus, authorizing him to arrest and bring those of "The Way" to Jerusalem

4. As Saul came near Damascus, what happened? What did he hear? (3-4)- Suddenly a light shone around him from heaven- Falling down, he heard a voice saying, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"

5. When he asked "Who are You, Lord?", what was he told? (5)- "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting."

6. What did Jesus tell Saul to do? (6)- To go to the city, where he would be told what to do

7. How did the men with him respond to what was happening? (7)- They stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one

8. How was Saul led into the city? What did he do for three days? (8-9)- By the hand, for he was blind when he arose from the ground- He did not eat or drink, and remained without sight

9. To whom did the Lord appear in a vision? (10)- A disciple at Damascus named Ananias

10. What did Jesus tell him to do? (11)- To go to the street called Straight- To inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul

11. What had Saul been doing during this time? What had he seen in a vision? (11-12)- Praying; a man named Ananias laying hands on him that he might receive his sight

12. Why was Ananias hesitant to go? (13-14)- He had heard what Saul had done to the saints in Jerusalem, and why he had come to Damascus

13. What did the Lord say about Saul to reassure Ananias to go to him? (15-16)- Saul is His chosen vessel to bear His name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel- He will be shown how many things he must suffer for the Lord's sake

14. When Ananias laid his hands on Saul, what did he say as to why the Lord sent him? (17)- That Saul might receive his sight- That Saul might be filled with the Holy SpiritWhat happened immediately thereafter? (18)- Something like scales fell 

from his eyes and his sight returned- He arose and was baptized- He was strengthened when he ate

16. What did Saul then do? (19-20)- He received food and was strengthened- He spent some days with the disciples at Damascus- He immediately began preaching in the synagogues Christ as the Son of God

17. What was the reaction of those who heard him? (21)- They were amazed, for they knew what he had done in Jerusalem and why he came to Damascus

18. As Saul increased in strength, what did he do? (22)- He confounded the Jews in Damascus, proving that Jesus was the Christ

19. After many days had passed, who plotted to kill Saul? How did he escape? (23-25)- The Jews, who watched the gates day and night- The disciples let him down through the wall in a large basket



20. When Saul came to Jerusalem, what did he try to do? What was the reaction? (26)- To join the disciples; they were afraid of him, for they did not believe he was a disciple

21. Who brought him before the apostles? What did he tell them about Saul? (27)- Barnabas; how Saul had seen the Lord who spoke to him, and how Saul preached boldly at Damascus in 

the name of Jesus

22. What was Saul then permitted to do? (28)- To be with the disciples, coming in and going out

23. What did Saul do while at Jerusalem? What then happened? (29-30)- He spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed with the Hellenists- An attempt was made to kill him, but 

the brethren took him to Caesarea and sent him on to Tarsus

24. What was the condition of the churches in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria at that time? (31)- They had peace and were edified- Walking in the fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy 

Spirit, they were multiplied

25. Where did Peter go and what did he find there? (32-33)- He went to Lydda where he found Aeneas, paralyzed and bedridden for eight years

26. What did Peter do and what was the result? (34-35)- He healed him in the name of Jesus, all in Lydda and Sharon turned to the Lord

27. Who died at Joppa, and what did the disciples there do? (36-38)- A disciple named Tabitha (Dorcas), a woman full of good works and charitable deeds- They washed her body, laid her in 

an upper room, and sent two men for Peter

28. When Peter arrived, what did he see and what did he do? (39-41)- Widows weeping in the upper room, showing the garments Dorcas made

- He sent the widows out, knelt and prayed, and then said "Tabitha, arise"

- After she opened her eyes and sat up, Peter called the saints and widows back into the room and presented her alive

29. What happened when this became known throughout all Joppa? (42)

- Many believed on the Lord

30. What did Peter then do? (43)- Stayed in Joppa for many days with Simon, a tanner



Lesson #10
Acts 10:1-48





"ACTS OF THE APOSTLES“ -Chapter Ten Summary

1) The need for religious and devout people to be saved, despite their good works

3) To ascertain the purpose of the Holy Spirit falling upon the Gentiles.

SUMMARY -

Up to this time, the gospel had been preached only to Jews.  Because the Law of Moses for generations had forbid socializing with 

Gentiles, it took a series of miraculous events to help Jewish Christians realize they no longer consider those of other nations as common 

or unclean. We are told about Cornelius, a Roman soldier in Caesaria, in a vision, an angel of God instructed him to send men for Peter 

who would tell him what he needed to do (1-8)

.

As Cornelius' men were on their way, Peter had a vision in which the Lord told him to kill and eat unclean animals. Peter contemplated the 

vision, the Spirit told him that three men will seek him with whom he should go without doubting. (9-23).

When he arrived, Peter found a waiting audience in home of Cornelius. Cornelius fell down and worshipped at Peter's feet, but was kindly

rebuked for doing so.  Peter then explained how he has learned not to call any man common or unclean, and Cornelius related his vision 

and charge to send for Peter. (24-33).

Perceiving that God was no respecter of persons, but now accepts people from every nation who fear Him and works righteousness, Peter 

proclaimed the gospel of Jesus Christ. (34-43).

As Peter was speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon those who heard the word.  The Jewish brethren who had accompanied Peter were 

astonished, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles as evidenced by their speaking in tongues (44-48).



Was Cornelius “Saved” or a “Believer” before he met Peter?

Summary:

A. There is strong scriptural evidence to suggest that Cornelius was either an eyewitness to Jesus ministry or his resurrection.

B. There is strong scriptural evidence to suggest that Cornelius was already saved and God fearing individual before Peter came to his house.

C. There is evidence that Cornelius had a deep personal relationship with God that was observed by those around him. His faith was evidenced by his works.

(James 2:20)

D. If Cornelius was not “saved” before he met with Peter he partook in his own salvation and thereby added to grace by his own works. This could be

construed as synergism. Further his relationship with God would contradict scripture as he outlines that he cannot fellowship with sin or a sinner.

E. In light of all the evidence it is clear that Peter’s mission to Cornelius was not one to provide “saving faith” as in personal relationship, but “salvation” as in

preservation for his soul, family and household deliverance.

There is compelling textual evidence that Cornelius was a believer before he met Peter in Acts 10 we are introduced to Cornelius in the following manner:

• He is a “devout” man(v.2)

• God fearer (v.2)

• He leads his family in worship (v.2)

• He is an abundant giver (v.2)

• He is faithful to God in prayer (v.2)

• He had a vision of an angel of the Lord (v.3)

• He offers prayers that availed before God (v.4)

Now these characteristics are not the characteristics of one who is merely a good gentile, pagan or pagan worshipper of his day. Part of the problem is the

understanding of the word “devout” which has been applied by many scholars to describe a religious Greek. It has been traditionally held that this word does not

carry a “Christian” religious sentiment. There are 3 words that are commonly used as “devout” in the Greek:



Are There Textual Problems If Cornelius Wasn’t A Believer Prior To Meeting Peter?

Yes. I will point out at least two of them:1- If Cornelius was not saved when we are introduced to him in Acts 10 what is his motivator to receive salvation?

The facts are that we are given a portrait of a man who already is in relationship with God in what many have said to be an unregenerate state or condition. This would be a very difficult pitch of the Apostles

to try convincing this man that there is a deeper relationship with God, when the evidence shows that he was experiencing visions, offering availing prayer and living out a godly life daily. In fact his very

relationship with God would fly in the face of all Old Testament scripture especially that of 2 Chronicles 7:14 and Isaiah 59:1-2 which says,

“1Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 2But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from

you, that he will not hear.”-Sin would have been a wedge between Cornelius and God. The scripture does not indicate that there was a gap between God and Cornelius in any way. The testimony that

Cornelius was already saved is highly consistent with the Biblical narrative and scriptural evidence.

2- If God offers Cornelius some type of “provisional righteousness”, what does that say about the “blood atonement” and the judgement of God upon all unrighteousness?

Many have taken the scripture in Acts 10:35 ~ ” 35But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.” to indicate that God somehow “overlooked” Cornelius’s sin

because he “worked righteousness”. Once again this is very problematic as one would have to also believe in alternate methods or routs of salvation outside of Jesus for “nations that work righteousness”.

Once again this assertion does not stand under the weight of scripture as Jesus states that “no one comes to the father except through me” John 14:6(b) NKJV

What Happens If Cornelius Was A “Believer” Before He Met Peter?-If we deduce that Cornelius was already “saved” when he met Peter, that eliminates all major obstacles in helping to understand the Lord’s

instructions to him.

In Acts 10:5-6 Cornelius was given instruction on what to do in order to get Peter back to him who would later be responsible for telling him “words whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved” Acts 11:14 If

this were referring to the act of salvation, this would be a synergistic relationship whereby Cornelius takes part in his own salvation. For those holding views against synergism, it should be noted that without

Cornelius “sending men” by God’s instruction salvation would not have come to him or his house. In others words Cornelius would be responsible or take part in saving himself.

This observation is very problematic for those who hold views against synergism and for those who believe that Cornelius was an unsaved individual when we meet him in Acts 10. This scripture alone

would give Cornelius “braggin’” rights to claim that he had to assist God in bringing salvation to himself.

Ephes. 2:8-9~ “8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

Since we know that God would not and did not violate his word, we would defy scriptural reason and basis to believe that Cornelius was an unbeliever BUT YET in deep relationship, communion with God and

bringing salvation to himself.



Cornelius was accepted with God, born again by the Spirit of God, and in possession of eternal life long before he heard of Peter, for his righteous actions and

God’s declarations about him prove this easy conclusion. No unregenerate man can or will do the things that Cornelius did fervently and zealously, which

things were accepted by God in heaven!

Cornelius had been elected by God the Father before the world began (II Tim 1:9); the Son of God had obeyed and died for him some years earlier (Heb 10:10-

14); and the Spirit had applied the work in the vital act of regeneration during his life (Titus 3:5). Peter, Cornelius’s pastor, states these three facts plainly for all

who will read (I Pet 1:2).

God had already made an incredible change in his life by giving him a heart that separated him from other Italians. The life-giving voice of the Lord Jesus Christ

had called for him to live spiritually, and he lived as certainly as Lazarus came forth from the tomb. He only needed Peter to loose him from some Roman and

Jewish burial clothes!

Peter brought the gospel to save Cornelius from despair over his sins (Luke 7:36-50; Rom 7:24-25), from Jewish ignorance of salvation (Rom 10:1-5), from

Roman idolatry and superstition (I Thess 1:9-10), from ignorance about life and immortality (II Tim 1:9-10), and from confusion about the resurrection (I Cor

15:2). He needed to learn the way of God more perfectly (Acts 18:24-28), and how to prove his election (II Pet 1:5-11), including that repentance, baptism, and

church membership please God (Acts 2:37-47). It is absurd to make Cornelius a lost sinner that pleased God by works of the flesh! It is absurd to believe he

had to make some silly decision for Jesus in order to be justified and born again. He was already serving the Lord far beyond a fleshly decision. He needed

Peter to direct his new man in the way of righteousness, not help him get born again.

The word of God is plain. Except a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God (John 3:3). The kingdom of God cannot be shown to a man not born

again, because he cannot and will not see it. If a man believes on Jesus, he is already born again (I John 5:1). If he loves the brethren, he is already born again (I

John 4:7). If he does righteousness, he is already born again (I John 2:29). These are evidences of eternal life!

Men do not want a sovereign God, so they corrupt the doctrine of salvation to make their own freewill their saviour. They want to be in charge. Because

Cornelius is an extensive salvation story, they corrupt it as well. They make Peter and Cornelius cooperating saviours. We believe Jesus Christ saved Cornelius

by Himself … before he met Peter!
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ACTS 10:44-48 – Filled with Holy Spirit – Speaking in Tongues – Research?

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all those who heard the message.45 All of the circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 
Gentiles, 46 because they were hearing them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can keep 
these people from being baptized with water, can they? They received the Holy Spirit just as we ourselves did.” 48 So he ordered 
that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

This is the second or third time that speaking in tongues, also called glossolalia, occurs in Acts. The first was of course at 
Pentecost (Acts 2:1-13). There will be another instance in Acts 18:24-19:7. Another instance is perhaps found in Acts 8:5-25. 
Paul also talks about this or a very similar phenomenon in 1 Corinthians (chapters 12-14). In Acts 11, when this incident is 
related by Peter, we will talk about why this took place. For now, it will be helpful to understand what it was that washappening.

Acts 10:44-48-Holy Spirit poured out (10:44-46)

As Peter is making this point, something extraordinary interrupts his talk. Everyone listening to his message suddenly receives 

the Holy Spirit (10:44). (In Peter’s later summary of what happens, he said the interruption occurs, “As I began to speak…” 

(11:15). When Peter makes the point that Jesus is the one who forgives sins, he has said all that is necessary.)

When the group hears Peter talking about faith in Christ, they believed the message. They have faith — accepting their need for 

Jesus as Savior. Cornelius and his family (and presumably the others present) are devout and God-fearing people. They are praying 

people, ones who do good to others. But they had not received the Holy Spirit, which is the “sign” of those who are God’s people. 

When they respond positively to the news that Jesus Christ is their Savior and the hope of the world, they receive the Holy Spirit.

Their allegiance is no longer in their own religious work, but in Jesus as their Savior. This change comes only when Cornelius and 

the others are confronted with making a choice about Jesus Christ.



How do Peter and the others know that Cornelius’ group have received the Holy Spirit? It is evident by a miraculous sign — “they

heard them speaking in tongues and praising God” (10:46). In fact, the Spirit comes on these people in more or less the same way 

as he did upon the Jewish converts at Pentecost. For this reason, this event is sometimes called “the Gentile Pentecost.”

It is not possible to mistake this momentous event. “Just as the first Jewish believers had received the Spirit and praised God in 

other tongues on the day of Pentecost, so now these Gentiles received the identical gift of God.” The Holy Spirit is given only to 

those who believe in Jesus (Acts 11:17; Galatians 3:2). It is an irrefutable sign that God accepts these Gentiles. Cornelius and the 

others respond to Peter’s message in faith and God accepts them, sealing them as his people with the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The gift of tongues at Pentecost was speaking in various human languages. Here it is not so clear what is in view. If the group is 

speaking in other languages, which ones are they speaking in, and how would the Jewish observers know? Perhaps what is being 

described here are ecstatic utterances of a sort that are understood as praise to God. This may be, at least in part, the “tongues” 

that Paul describes. [1 Corinthians 12:7-11, 28; 13:1; 14:1-28.] In any case, these miraculous tongues and praises are given for 

the sake of the Jewish believers who came with Peter. They will later verify Peter’s contention before a board of Jerusalem 

believers that God accepts Gentiles into the church.

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a 

message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 

another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing 

between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All 

these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 1 Corinthians 12:7-

11

28 And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, 

of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues 1 Corinthians 12:28
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1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal 1 Corinthians 13:1

1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. 

Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit. 3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and 

comfort. 4 Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies edifies the church. 5 I would like every one of you to speak in 

tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the 

church may be edified. 
6 Now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you and speak in tongues, what good will I be to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or 

word of instruction? 7 Even in the case of lifeless things that make sounds, such as the pipe or harp, how will anyone know what tune is being played unless 

there is a distinction in the notes? 8 Again, if the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle? 9 So it is with you. Unless you speak 

intelligible words with your tongue, how will anyone know what you are saying? You will just be speaking into the air. 10 Undoubtedly there are all sorts of 

languages in the world, yet none of them is without meaning. 11 If then I do not grasp the meaning of what someone is saying, I am a foreigner to the speaker, 

and the speaker is a foreigner to me. 12 So it is with you. Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, try to excel in those that build up the church.

13 For this reason the one who speaks in a tongue should pray that they may interpret what they say. 14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is 

unfruitful. 15 So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my understanding; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my 

understanding. 16 Otherwise when you are praising God in the Spirit, how can someone else, who is now put in the position of an inquirer, say “Amen” to your 

thanksgiving, since they do not know what you are saying? 17 You are giving thanks well enough, but no one else is edified. 
18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19 But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand 

words in a tongue.  20 Brothers and sisters, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults. 21 In the Law it is written:

“With other tongues and through the lips of foreigners I will speak to this people,

but even then they will not listen to me,  says the Lord.”

22 Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is not for unbelievers but for believers. 23 So if the whole church comes 

together and everyone speaks in tongues, and inquirers or unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But if an unbeliever or an 

inquirer comes in while everyone is prophesying, they are convicted of sin and are brought under judgment by all, 25 as the secrets of their hearts are laid bare. 

So they will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!”                     1 Corinthians 14:1-25



Peter and Cornelius-1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as the 
Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the people, 
and prayed continually to God. 3 About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God 
come in and say to him, “Cornelius.” 4 And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said 
to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 5 And now send men to 
Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by 
the sea.” 7 When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier 
from among those who attended him, 8 and having related everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.

Peter's Vision-9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the 
housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 And he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while 
they were preparing it, he fell into a trance 11 and saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet 
descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles 
and birds of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no 
means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” 15 And the voice came to him again 
a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” 16 This happened three times, and the 
thing was taken up at once to heaven.
17 Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he had seen might mean, behold, the 
men who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon's house, stood at the gate 18 and called out 
to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. 19 And while Peter was pondering the vision, 
the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are looking for you. 20 Rise and go down and accompany them 
without hesitation, for I have sent them.” 21 And Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one you 
are looking for. What is the reason for your coming?” 22 And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright 
and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to 
send for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.” 23 So he invited them in to be his 
guests. 

The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa accompanied him. 24

And on the following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his 
relatives and close friends. 25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and 
worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am a man.” 27 And as he talked with him, 
he went in and found many persons gathered. 28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it 
is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I should not 
call any person common or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without objection. I ask then why you 
sent for me.”   30 And Cornelius said, “Four days ago, about this hour, I was praying in my house at the ninth 
hour, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been 
heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon who 
is called Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you at once, and you 
have been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God to hear all that you 
have been commanded by the Lord.”

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR  CHAPTER TEN

1) What are the main points of this chapter?

2) What position did Cornelius hold? (1)

3) List the qualities that characterized Cornelius (2)

4) What did the angel of God say to him about his prayers and alms?   (3-4)

5) Why was he told to send for Peter? (5-6) Ac 11:14)

6) What happened the next day as Peter was praying? (10)

7) What did he see? (11-12)

8) What did a voice tell Peter to do?  How did Peter respond? (13-14)

9) What was Peter then told? (15)

10) How many times was this repeated? (16)

11) When the men from Cornelius arrived, what did the Spirit say to    Peter? (19-20)

12) What did the messengers tell Peter regarding Cornelius? (22)

13) When Peter went with the messengers from Cornelius, who accompanied  him? 23)

14) When Peter arrived, who did Cornelius have waiting for him? (24)

15) When Cornelius met Peter, what did he do?  How did Peter respond?    (25-26)

16) What did Peter say had been unlawful for a Jewish man? (28)

17) What did Peter say God had shown him? (28)

18) After recounting his vision to Peter, what did Cornelius tell him?

(30-33)



Gentiles Hear the Good News-34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly 
I understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for the 
word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus 
Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout 
all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. 
He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41

not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all the 
prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

-The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles
44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who 
heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had 
come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was 
poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in 
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold 
water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as 
we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. Acts 10

19) What two things did these circumstances lead Peter to conclude?

(34-35)

20) What does Peter say about the preaching of Jesus? (36-37)

21) What does Peter say about the miracles of Jesus? (38)

22) What does Peter claim for himself and others to be in regards to such things? (39)

23) What did the Jews do to Jesus? (40)

24) What did God do? (41)--

25) To whom did Jesus appear after His resurrection? (41)

26) What did Jesus command His witnesses? (42)

27) What did the prophets bear witness to regarding Jesus? (43)

28) While Peter was still speaking, what happened? (44)

29) Who was astonished by this?  Why? (45)

30) How was the outpouring of the Spirit manifested? (46)

31) What was Peter's conclusion from this sequence of events? (47)

32) What did Peter command the Gentiles? (48)



Peter and Cornelius-1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as the Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms 
generously to the people, and prayed continually to God. 3 About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God come in and say to him, “Cornelius.” 4 And he stared at 
him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 5 And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who 
is called Peter. 6 He is lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 7 When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier from 
among those who attended him, 8 and having related everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.
Peter's Vision-9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 And he became hungry and wanted 
something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance 11 and saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon 
the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never 
eaten anything that is common or unclean.” 15 And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” 16 This happened three times, and the thing 
was taken up at once to heaven.
17 Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he had seen might mean, behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon's house, stood at 
the gate 18 and called out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. 19 And while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are looking 
for you. 20 Rise and go down and accompany them without hesitation, for I have sent them.” 21 And Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one you are looking for. What is the 
reason for your coming?” 22 And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send 
for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.” 23 So he invited them in to be his guests. 
The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa accompanied him. 24 And on the following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them 
and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I 
too am a man.” 27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons gathered. 28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to 
visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I should not call any person common or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without objection. I ask then why you sent for 
me.”   30 And Cornelius said, “Four days ago, about this hour, I was praying in my house at the ninth hour, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your 
prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon who is called Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by 
the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you at once, and you have been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.”
Gentiles Hear the Good News-34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, 
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear 
witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
-The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles
44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because 
the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for 
baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some 
days. Acts 10



REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER TEN

1. What are the main points of this chapter?- Cornelius sends for Peter (1-33)- The conversion of the Gentiles (34-48)

2. What position did Cornelius hold? (1)- Centurion of the Italian Regiment

3. List the qualities that characterized Cornelius (2)- A devout man who feared God with all his household- Who gave alms generously to the people and prayed to God always

4. What did the angel of God say to him about his prayers and alms? (3-4)- They have come up for a memorial before God

5. Why was he told to send for Peter? (5-6)- Peter would tell him what he must do (KJV) (i.e., to be saved, cf. Ac 11:14)

6. What happened the next day as Peter was praying? (10)- He fell into a trance

7. What did he see? (11-12)- Heaven opening and a great sheet descending, filled with all kinds of animals, insects and birds

8. What did a voice tell Peter to do? How did Peter respond? (13-14)- "Rise, Peter; kill and eat."- "Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean."

9. What was Peter then told? (15)- "What God has cleansed you must not call common."

10. How many times was this repeated? (16)- Three times

11. When the men from Cornelius arrived, what did the Spirit say to Peter? (19-20)- "Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent them."

12. What did the messengers tell Peter regarding Cornelius? (22)- He was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon Peter and hear words from him

13. When Peter went with the messengers from Cornelius, who accompanied him? (23)- Some brethren

14. When Peter arrived, who did Cornelius have waiting for him? (24)- His relatives and close friends

15. When Cornelius met Peter, what did he do? How did Peter respond? (25-26)- Cornelius fell down at Peter's feet and worshiped- Peter lifted him up, telling him that he also 

was a man

16. What did Peter say had been unlawful for a Jewish man? (28)- To keep company with or go to one of another nation

17. What did Peter say God had shown him? (28) - Not to call any man common or unclean

18. After recounting his vision to Peter, what did Cornelius tell him? (30-33)- "We are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God."

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Acts%2011.14


19. What two things did these circumstances lead Peter to conclude? (34-35)- That God shows no partiality
- In every nation whoever fears God and works righteousness is accepted by Him

20. What does Peter say about the preaching of Jesus? (36-37)- That God sent Him from Galilee to proclaim peace throughout all Judea

21. What does Peter say about the miracles of Jesus? (38)- That God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and power to do good

22. What does Peter claim for himself and others to be in regards to such things? (39)- Witnesses of all that Jesus did in the land of the Jews 
and in Jerusalem

23. What did the Jews do to Jesus? (40)- They killed Him by hanging Him on a tree

24. What did God do? (41)- Raised Jesus on the third day

25. To whom did Jesus appear after His resurrection? (41)- To witnesses chosen before God- To those who ate and drank with Him after He 
arose from the dead

26. What did Jesus command His witnesses? (42)- To preach and testify that Jesus was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the 
dead

27. What did the prophets bear witness to regarding Jesus? (43)- That through His name, whoever believes in Jesus will receive remission of 
sins

28. While Peter was still speaking, what happened? (44)- The Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word

29. Who was astonished by this? Why? (45)- Those of the circumcision who believed, who had accompanied Peter
- Because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also

30. How was the outpouring of the Spirit manifested? (46)- They spoke with tongues and magnified God

31. What was Peter's conclusion from this sequence of events? (47)- "Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?"

32. What did Peter command the Gentiles? (48)- To be baptized in the name of the Lord



Lesson #11
Acts 11:1-30



"ACTS OF THE APOSTLES“- Chapter Eleven

1) To glean from Peter's own account of the conversion of the household

of Cornelius, what was the purpose of the baptism of the Holy Spirit

on the Gentiles

2) To note the beginning of the Lord's church in Antioch, and the early

ministry of Barnabas and Saul

SUMMARY

The apostles and brethren in Judea soon heard of the Gentiles'

conversion.  When Peter returned to Jerusalem, brethren who were "of the

circumcision" (i.e., Jewish Christians) took issue with his eating with

uncircumcised men.  Peter carefully explained the sequence of events,

including the vision in Joppa and the manner in which the Spirit fell

upon the Gentiles as he began to speak to them.  The baptism of the

Spirit on the Gentiles was understood to indicate that Gentiles were now

allowed to hear the words of salvation, and that they could repent in

order to have life (1-18).

Luke then records how the gospel spread from Jerusalem to Antioch.

Those scattered after the persecution of Stephen (Ac 8:1,4) included

men from Cyprus and Cyrene who began preaching Jesus to the Hellenists

(Grecian Jews).  When a great number believed and turned to the Lord,

the news was soon heard by those in the church at Jerusalem.

Barnabas was sent to Antioch, and rejoiced in what he saw.  He first spent

sometime encouraging them by himself, but later went to Tarsus to find

Saul. For a full year they worked together with the church in Antioch

and taught many people.  

The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch, and in hearing from the 

prophet Agabus that there was going to be a famine, they displayed their 

Christ-like character by sending

relief according to their ability to brethren in Judea.  This they did,

sending it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul (19-30).



REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER ELEVEN 

1) What are the main points of this chapter?

2) What had the apostles and brethren in Judea heard? (1)

3) When Peter returned to Jerusalem, who contended with him?  

Why? (2-3)

4) How did Peter recount the events that had happened? (4)

5) What happened while Peter was praying in Joppa? (5)

6) What did he see as he observed it closely? (6)

7) What did a voice tell Peter to do?  How did Peter respond? (7-8)

9) What was Peter then told? (9)

10) How many times was this repeated? (10)

11) What happened at that very moment? (11)

12) What did the Spirit tell Peter to do?  Who went with him? (12)

13) Upon arriving at the man's house, what was Peter and his

companions told? (13)

14) What was Cornelius told Peter would tell him? (14)

15) What happened as Peter began to speak? (15)

16) What did that bring to Peter's remembrance? (16)

Peter Explains His Actions

1 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him 3 and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men 
and ate with them.” 
4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was in the city of 
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet 
being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6

I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and 
birds. 7 Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’
8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’
9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that 
God has made clean.’ 10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to 
heaven again.
11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the 
house where I was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going 
with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 
13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa 
for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you and 
all your household will be saved.’

15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the 
beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 



17) What conclusion did Peter draw? What did those who heard him 

conclude? (17-18)

18) What did those who were scattered after Stephen's death do? (19)

19) What did some from Cyprus and Cyrene do when they came to 

Antioch?   (20)

20) What was the response? (21)

21) What did those in Jerusalem do when they heard the news? (22)

22) When Barnabas saw what happened, what was his reaction? (23)

23) What kind of man was Barnabas? What kind of results 

accompanied his ministry? (24)

24) Who did Barnabas go to find in Tarsus?  What did the two men do?

(25-26)

25) What were disciples called for the first time in Antioch? (26)

26) Who came to Antioch from Jerusalem?  What did one of them 

show by  the Spirit? (27-28)

27) What did the disciples decide to do?  How did they do it? (29-30)

17 So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?”
18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, 
“So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 
The Church in Antioch
19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when 
Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading 
the word only among Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and 
Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good 
news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number 
of people believed and turned to the Lord. 

22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to 
Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was 
glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24

He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people 
were brought to the Lord. 
25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he 
brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the 
church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians 
first at Antioch.

27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One 
of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe 
famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the 
reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help 
for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to 
the elders by Barnabas and Saul



Peter Explains His Actions
1 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him 3 and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 
4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large 
sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6 I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, 
reptiles and birds. 7 Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’
8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’
9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.’ 10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled 
up to heaven again.
11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about 
going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, 
‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.’
15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 

17 So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?”
18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 
The Church in Antioch
19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading 
the word only among Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good 
news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 
22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad 
and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people 
were brought to the Lord. 
25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the 
church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.
27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a 
severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to 
provide help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. Acts 11



Lesson #12
Acts 12:1-25



"ACTS OF THE APOSTLES“ -Chapter Twelve

OBJECTIVES IN STUDYING THIS CHAPTER

1) To note the martyrdom of James, and the miraculous release of Peter

from prison 

2) To review the untimely death of Herod, and the continued success of

the word of God

SUMMARY 

This chapter records the efforts by King Herod to harass the church in Jerusalem.  This 

Herod was Agrippa I, son of Herod Antipas (who beheaded John the Baptist, Mt 14:1-

12), and grandson of Herod the Great (who slew the infants at Bethlehem, Mt 2:1-16).  

Successfully killing James the brother of John with the sword, Herod had Peter arrested 

and imprisoned, intending to bring Peter before the people after the Passover.  Herod’s 

plans were thwarted when an angel of the Lord freed Peter from prison. After meeting 

with brethren at the home of Mary, mother of John Mark, Peter sent word to James and 

the brethren of his miraculous release. When Peter was not found in the prison, Herod 

had the guards examined and executed.  Herod then went down to Caesarea (1-19).

While at Caesarea, the people of Tyre and Sidon came to Herod to appeal for peace.  

When he gave them an oration, the people praised his speech as "the voice of a god and 

not of a man."  Failing to give glory to God, an angel of the Lord struck Herod and he 

died.  The word of God, however, grew and multiplied.  Barnabas and Saul, having 

completed their ministry to the saints in Judea (cf. 11:29-30), returned from Jerusalem 

to Antioch accompanied by John Mark.   At this point in Luke's narrative of the history of 

the church,  the focus turns from the ministry of Peter to the ministry of Paul (20-24). 



Peter’s Miraculous Escape From Prison
1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death 
with the sword. 3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened 
Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public 
trial after the Passover. 
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.  6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between 
two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter 
on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. 
8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed 
him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second 
guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly 
the angel left him.

11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything 
the Jewish people were hoping would happen.” 12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many 
people had gathered and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14 When she recognized 
Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!”
15 “You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, “It must be his angel.” 

16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. 17 Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and 
described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers and sisters about this,” he said, and then he left for another place.
18 In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what had become of Peter. 19 After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did 
not find him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered that they be executed.

Herod’s Death
Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there. 20 He had been quarreling with the people of Tyre and Sidon; they now joined together and sought an 
audience with him. After securing the support of Blastus, a trusted personal servant of the king, they asked for peace, because they depended on the king’s country 
for their food supply.  21 On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a public address to the people. 22 They shouted, “This 
is the voice of a god, not of a man.” 23 Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and 
died. 24 But the word of God continued to spread and flourish. Acts 12:1-24



16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they 
were astonished. 17 Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and 
described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell James and the other 
brothers and sisters about this,” he said, and then he left for another place.
18 In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what 
had become of Peter. 19 After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did 
not find him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered that they be executed.

Herod’s Death
Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there. 20 He had been 
quarreling with the people of Tyre and Sidon; they now joined together and sought 
an audience with him. After securing the support of Blastus, a trusted personal 
servant of the king, they asked for peace, because they depended on the king’s 
country for their food supply.  21 On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal 
robes, sat on his throne and delivered a public address to the people. 22 They 
shouted, “This is the voice of a god, not of a man.” 23 Immediately, because Herod 
did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten 
by worms and died. 24 But the word of God continued to spread and flourish. Acts 
12:1-25
Barnabas and Saul Sent Off
25 When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned from 
Jerusalem, taking with them John, also called Mark. 

11) After they finally went to the door and let him in, 

what   instructions did Peter give? (16-17)

12) When Peter was not found in the prison on the 

next day, what   happened? (18-19)

13) Where did Herod then go?  Who came with an 

appeal for peace? (19-20)

14) When Herod gave them an oration, what did the 

people say? (21-22)

15) What happened to Herod?  Why? (23)

16) Despite Herod's effort to harass the church, what 

was the result?    (24)

17) Who returned from Jerusalem and whom did they 

bring with them? (25)



REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER TWELVE

1) What are the main points of this chapter?

2) How did Herod begin to harass the church? (1-3)

3) When was Peter imprisoned?  When did Herod intend to present him 

to

the people? (3-4)

4) How did the church respond to Peter's imprisonment? (5)

5) How was Peter bound, the night before Herod intended to bring him

before the people? (6)

6) As the angel freed Peter and led him out of the prison, what was

Peter thinking? (7-9)

7) After the angel led Peter into the city and then left, what did Peter

come to realize? (10-11)

8) Where did Peter first go?  What were the people there doing? (12)

9) Who answered the door?  How did she react? (13-14)

10) What did the people think she had seen at the door? (15)-

Peter’s Miraculous Escape From Prison
1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, 
intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the 
sword. 3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to 
seize Peter also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting 
him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers 
each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 

5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.  6 The 
night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of 
the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him 
up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. 
8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap 
your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the 
prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he 
thought he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards and came to 
the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. 
When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.

11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has 
sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish 
people were hoping would happen.” 12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the 
house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered 
and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda 
came to answer the door. 14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she 
ran back without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!”

15 “You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they 
said, “It must be his angel.” 



Lesson #13
Acts 13:1-52



"ACTS OF THE APOSTLES“ - Chapter Thirteen

OBJECTIVES IN STUDYING THIS CHAPTER

1. To trace the route of Paul and Barnabas on their missionary journey

2. To give special attention to their evangelistic methods and message

3. To notice that people judge themselves unworthy of eternal life, not God; and that people ordained for eternal life are those with good and noble hearts, 
willing to listen and heed the gospel

SUMMARY

With his attention now on the ministry of Paul, Luke narrates the beginning of Paul's first missionary journey. It started with the call of the Holy Spirit, who 
instructed the prophets and teachers at the church in Antioch of Syria to separate Barnabas and Saul for the work He has called them. With fasting, prayer, and 
the laying on of hands, the two men were sent out on their journey (1-3)

Sailing from Selucia, they arrived at the island of Cyprus, the home country of Barnabas (cf. 4:36). Assisting them was John Mark (Barnabas' cousin who had 
joined them earlier, and was later the companion of Peter and author of the gospel of Mark; cf. 12:25; Col 4:10; 1Pe 5:13). Here they began what Luke later 
describes as Paul's custom: preaching in the synagogues of the Jews (cf. 17:1-3). Starting in Salamis, they made their way to Paphos, where they met the sorcerer 
Elymas Bar-Jesus along with the proconsul Sergius Paulus. When Sergius wanted to hear the Word of God, Elymas tried to prevent Barnabas and Saul from 
speaking. Filled with the Holy Spirit, Saul rebuked the sorcerer and rendered him sightless. Astonished at the power behind the teaching of the Lord, Sergius
believes. From this point forward, Saul is now called Paul and also became the more prominent member of the missionary team (4-12).

From Cyprus they sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John Mark left them to return to Jerusalem (later causing contention between Paul and Barnabas; 
cf. 15:36-40). Arriving in Antioch of Pisidia, they attended the synagogue of the Jews on the Sabbath. Invited to speak, Paul preached Jesus by first reviewing the 
history of Israel from the Exodus to the time of David. Noting God's promise concerning the seed of David, Paul summarized the ministry of John the Baptist and 
then introduced Jesus as the Savior who was crucified, buried and raised from the dead, and seen by eyewitnesses. Offering further evidence of the resurrection 
from Old Testament prophecy, Paul proclaimed forgiveness of sins through Jesus with a warning against unbelief (13-41).

The response was positive, especially among the Gentiles, and Paul and Barnabas were invited to speak the following Sabbath. When unbelieving Jews saw that 
the whole city came out to hear, they were filled with envy and opposed the things spoken by Paul. Declared themselves unworthy of eternal life, Paul turned his 
efforts toward the Gentiles who were much more receptive. The word of the Lord spread through the region, but eventually Paul and Barnabas were forced to 
leave and thus went to Iconium. Their work in Antioch was not in vain, for left behind were disciples filled with joy and the Holy Spirit (42-52).

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Col%204.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Pet%205.13


On Cyprus1 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While 
they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on 
them and sent them off. 
4 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. John 
was with them as their helper. 6 They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, 7 who was an attendant of the 
proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them 
and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 10 “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that 
is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? 11 Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind for a time, not even able to 
see the light of the sun.”  Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 12 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he 
was amazed at the teaching about the Lord.
In Pisidian Antioch
13 From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to return to Jerusalem. 14 From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the Sabbath they entered the synagogue 
and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent word to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have a word of exhortation for the people, please speak.” 16

Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: “Fellow Israelites and you Gentiles who worship God, listen to me! 17 The God of the people of Israel chose our ancestors; he made the people prosper 
during their stay in Egypt; with mighty power he led them out of that country; 18 for about forty years he endured their conduct in the wilderness; 19 and he overthrew seven nations in Canaan, giving their land 
to his people as their inheritance. 

20 All this took about 450 years. “After this, God gave them judges until the time of Samuel the prophet. 21 Then the people asked for a king, and he gave them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, who 
ruled forty years. 22 After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’ 
23 “From this man’s descendants God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and baptism to all the people of Israel. 25 As John was 
completing his work, he said: ‘Who do you suppose I am? I am not the one you are looking for. But there is one coming after me whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.’ 
26 “Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation has been sent. 27 The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him 
they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 28 Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 When they had carried out all that 
was written about him, they took him down from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to 
Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people. 32 “We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second 
Psalm: “‘You are my son; today I have become your father.’  34 God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to decay. As God has said,
“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’  35 So it is also stated elsewhere: “‘You will not let your holy one see decay.’ 
36 “Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his ancestors and his body decayed. 37 But the one whom God raised from the dead did not see decay. 38

“Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification you were not able to 
obtain under the law of Moses. 40 Take care that what the prophets have said does not happen to you: 41 “‘Look, you scoffers, wonder and perish, for I am going to do something in your days
that you would never believe, even if someone told you.’” 

42 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak further about these things on the next Sabbath. 43 When the congregation was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout 
converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to continue in the grace of God.  44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45

When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul was saying and heaped abuse on him. 46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak 
the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “‘I have made you a light for 
the Gentiles,  that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.  
49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 50 But the Jewish leaders incited the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51 So they shook the dust off their feet as a warning to them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.  



On Cyprus1 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, 
Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 
“Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after 
they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 

4 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed 
from there to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in 
the Jewish synagoAgues. John was with them as their helper. 6 They traveled through the 
whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet 
named Bar-Jesus, 7 who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, 
an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. 
8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn 
the proconsul from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 10 “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of 
everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop 
perverting the right ways of the Lord? 11 Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are 
going to be blind for a time, not even able to see the light of the sun.”  Immediately mist and 
darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 12

When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the 
teaching about the Lord.
In Pisidian Antioch
13 From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them 
to return to Jerusalem. 14 From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the Sabbath they 
entered the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, 
the leaders of the synagogue sent word to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have a word of 
exhortation for the people, please speak.”
16 Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: “Fellow Israelites and you Gentiles 
who worship God, listen to me! 17 The God of the people of Israel chose our ancestors; he 
made the people prosper during their stay in Egypt; with mighty power he led them out of 
that country; 18 for about forty years he endured their conduct in the wilderness; 19 and he 
overthrew seven nations in Canaan, giving their land to his people as their inheritance. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER THIRTEEN

1. What are the main points of this chapter?

2. Who were the prophets and teachers at the church in 
Antioch? (1)

3. Who told them to send Barnabas and Saul on their journey? 
(2)

4. What activities helped to prepare them for their mission? (3)

5. From what city did they disembark, and to where did they

6. sail? (4)

7. Where did they first preach? Who was with them? (5)

8. At Paphos, who wanted to hear the Word of God? Who 
sought to prevent him? (6-)

9. What did Saul do to Elymas? What affect did this have on 
Sergius Paulus? (9-12)

10. Setting sail from Paphos, where did they go? Who left when 
they arrived? (13)

11. Where did Paul and Barnabas go next? What did they do on 
the Sabbath day? (14)

12. Invited to speak, what periods of Israel's history did Paul first 
review? (15-22)



20 All this took about 450 years. “After this, God gave them judges until the time of Samuel the prophet. 21 Then the people asked for 
a king, and he gave them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, who ruled forty years. 22 After removing Saul, he made David their 
king. God testified concerning him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him
to do.’ 
23 “From this man’s descendants God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before the coming of Jesus, John 
preached repentance and baptism to all the people of Israel. 25 As John was completing his work, he said: ‘Who do you suppose I am? 
I am not the one you are looking for. But there is one coming after me whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.’ 
26 “Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation has been sent. 27 The people of 
Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every 
Sabbath. 28 Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 When they had 
carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the 
dead, 31 and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to 
our people. 32 “We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up 
Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: “‘You are my son; today I have become your father.’  34 God raised him from the dead so 
that he will never be subject to decay. As God has said,
“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’  35 So it is also stated elsewhere: “‘You will not let your holy one see 
decay.’  36 “Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his ancestors and his 
body decayed. 37 But the one whom God raised from the dead did not see decay.
38 “Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 39 Through him 
everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. 40 Take care that 
what the prophets have said does not happen to you: 41 “‘Look, you scoffers, wonder and perish, for I am going to do something in 
your days that you would never believe, even if someone told you.’” 
42 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak further about these things on the next 
Sabbath. 43 When the congregation was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, 
who talked with them and urged them to continue in the grace of God. 

44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were 
filled with jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul was saying and heaped abuse on him. 46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered 
them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, 
we now turn to the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles,  that you may 
bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all 
who were appointed for eternal life believed.
49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 50 But the Jewish leaders incited the God-fearing women of high standing 
and the leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51 So 
they shook the dust off their feet as a warning to them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the 
Holy Spirit. Acts 13:1-52

1. Skipping from David to his descendant Jesus, 

whose ministry does Paul review? (23-25)

2. Focusing on the word of salvation, what does 

Paul proclaim concerning Jesus? (26-30)

3. What evidence does Paul provide for the 

resurrection of Jesus? (31-37)

4. What does Paul preach in the name of Jesus? 

(38-39)

5. With what does Paul conclude his sermon? (40-

41)

6. Who begged to hear more the next Sabbath? 

(42)

7. Who followed Paul and Barnabas? (43)

8. What happened on the next Sabbath? (44-45)

9. What did Paul say of those who rejected the 

gospel? (46)

10. What happened next, as foretold by the 

prophet Isaiah? (46-48)

11. What sort of people were ordained to eternal 

life and thus believed? (48)

12. What two opposite effects did Paul's preaching 

have in Antioch? (49-50)

13. Where did Barnabas and Paul then go? What 

about the disciples left behind? (51-52)



Lesson #14
Acts 14:1-28



"ACTS OF THE APOSTLES“ - Chapter Fourteen

OBJECTIVES IN STUDYING THIS CHAPTER

1. To continue tracing the route of Paul and Barnabas on their missionary journey
2. To note the increasing persecution endured by the apostle Paul (cf. 2Ti 3:10-11)
3. To give special attention to their appointment of elders in every church

SUMMARY

Luke continues his narration of events during Paul's first missionary journey. Upon arriving in Iconium, Paul 
and Barnabas again visited the local synagogue. Response to their message was positive among both Jews 
and Greeks, but soon opposition again came from unbelieving Jews. Even so, Paul and Barnabas stayed "a 
long time" in Iconium, speaking boldly and performing signs and wonders. Eventually the opposition 
became violent, forcing Paul and Barnabas to flee to Lystra and Derbe (1-6).
In Lystra, Paul healed a man crippled from birth (similar to Peter, cf. 3:1-10). The people assumed that Paul 
and Barnabas must be gods, and so named them Zeus (Barnabas) and Hermes (Paul). When the priest of 
Zeus prepared to offer sacrifices, the apostles tore their own clothes and barely restrained them by an 
impassioned speech. Not long after, Jews from Antioch and Iconium persuaded the multitudes to stone 
Paul and drag him outside the city. Though assumed to be dead, Paul was able to return to the city and 
departed the next day with Barnabas to Derbe where they preached the gospel and made many disciples 
(7-21).

From Derbe, Paul and Barnabas retraced their steps, strengthened the disciples in Lystra, Iconium and 
Antioch (Pisidia) and appointed elders in every church with prayer and fasting. Passing through Pisidia they 
came to Pamphylia where they preached the gospel in Perga. From there they went down to Attalia and 
then sailed to Antioch (Syria) from which they began their journey, where they reported to the church all 
that God had done with them. There they stayed for "a long time" (21-28).
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In Iconium
1 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Greeks believed. 2

But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up the other Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3 So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable 
time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them to perform signs and wonders. 4 The people of the city 
were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the apostles. 5 There was a plot afoot among both Gentiles and Jews, together with their leaders, to 
mistreat them and stone them. 6 But they found out about it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the surrounding country, 7 where 
they continued to preach the gospel. 
In Lystra and Derbe
8 In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from birth and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked 
directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed 10 and called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and began to walk. 
11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they 
called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and 
wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them.
14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you doing 
this? We too are only human, like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made the 
heavens and the earth and the sea and everything in them. 16 In the past, he let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has not left himself without 
testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with 
joy.” 18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them.
19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 20

But after the disciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city. The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe.
The Return to Antioch in Syria

21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the 
disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they said. 23 Paul and 
Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. 24 After 
going through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, 25 and when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.
26 From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now completed. 27 On arriving there, 
they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they 
stayed there a long time with the disciples. Acts 14



REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER FOURTEEN

1. What are the main points of this chapter?

2. Upon their arrival in Iconium, what did Paul and 
Barnabas first do? (1)

3. What did the unbelieving Jews do in response? (2)

4. What did Paul and Barnabas do? Who was with 
them and how? (3)

5. As the city became divided, what attempt was 
made against Paul and Barnabas? (4-5)

6. How did they respond to such a threat? (6-7)

7. What miracle did Paul perform in Lystra? (8-10)

8. How did the people react? What names did they 
give to Paul and Barnabas? (11-12)

9. Who attempted to lead the city in offering sacrifices 
to them? (13)

In Iconium
1 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. 
There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Greeks 
believed. 2 But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up the other Gentiles 
and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3 So Paul and Barnabas spent 
considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the 
message of his grace by enabling them to perform signs and wonders. 4 The 
people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the 
apostles. 5 There was a plot afoot among both Gentiles and Jews, together 
with their leaders, to mistreat them and stone them. 6 But they found out 
about it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the 
surrounding country, 7 where they continued to preach the gospel. 

In Lystra and Derbe
8 In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from birth 
and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked 
directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed 10 and called out, “Stand up 
on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and began to walk. 
11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian 
language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they 
called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 13

The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and 
wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices 
to them.



1. How did Barnabas and Paul restrain 

2. the crowd from offering the sacrifices? (14-18)

3. How did the apostles describe the true God? 
(15-17)

4. Who then came to the city and persuaded the 
people to stone Paul? (19)

5. After Paul revived from his stoning, where did 
he and Barnabas go? (20)

6. What happened in Derbe? When they left, 
where did they go? (21)

7. What did they do as they made their way 
through such cities? (22-23)

8. Where they go after passing through Pisidia? 
What did they do there? (24-25)

9. From where did they then sail? (25-26)

10. What is significant about Antioch of Syria? (26)

11. What did Paul and Barnabas do upon their 
arrival? (27)

12. How long did Paul and Barnabas remain in 
Antioch of Syria? (28)

14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and 
rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We too are 
only human, like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these 
worthless things to the living God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea 
and everything in them. 16 In the past, he let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet he 
has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain 
from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills 
your hearts with joy.” 18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd 
from sacrificing to them.
19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They 
stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 20 But after the 
disciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city. The next 
day he and Barnabas left for Derbe.

The Return to Antioch in Syria
21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then 
they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and 
encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships 
to enter the kingdom of God,” they said. 23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for 
them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in 
whom they had put their trust. 24 After going through Pisidia, they came into 
Pamphylia, 25 and when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to 
Attalia.
26 From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the 
grace of God for the work they had now completed. 27 On arriving there, they 
gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and 
how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they stayed there a long 
time with the disciples. Acts 14



Lesson #15
Acts 15:1-41







Lesson #16
Acts 16:1-40







Lesson #17
Acts 17:1-33






