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Spiritual Meaning of Birds in the Bible Explained [15 Examples] 

By SOFIA  LEAVE A COMMENT  
Birds have been used as powerful symbols in religion, myth, and folklore around the world for 
over thousands of years – with the messages that they bring holding up and remaining just as 
relevant now more than ever. Let’s learn more about the Spiritual Meaning of Birds in the Bible. 

These symbols, metaphors, and stories have left an imprint on the human consciousness and 
resonate with the deepest parts of our psyches; whether we’re aware of it or not. And no stories 
are more profound than those found in the Bible, with the symbolic birds in the Bible reflecting 
back to us our own innate powers, characteristics, and qualities—for better and sometimes for 
worse. 

Birds and Their Spiritual Messages-Birds are an occurring theme throughout the Bible that 
represents both the “good” and “bad”. Many of the birds in the Bible represent the best in us – 
what’s noble – pointing us towards the best versions of ourselves. These are the messages 
brought to us courtesy of the dove, sparrow, robin, peacock, eagle, and other winged creatures. 

Some of the birds in the bible – like the blackbird – touch on the darker aspects within us, the 
parts of ourselves that we don’t particularly like to look at. However, life eventually forces us to 
look at them; we’d only be the wiser to take heed to the spiritual messages that the birds in the 
bible bare onto us. 

Case and point: death. It comes for everyone eventually. The raven in the Bible kindly reminds us 
of this fact of life, which we love to deny. 

But the raven and other birds in the Bible are much like us. They represent a duality of both 
desirable traits and sinful (or “unskillful”) ones. Throughout the Bible, Jesus often teaches us to 
“look at the birds in the sky”, declaring that they are “much like us”. 

I suggest that you also read more about the Contemplative Meditation which connects us with 
God!The Most Common Birds Found Throughout The Bible-Birds swoop in all throughout the 
Bible—about 300 times – and bring with them important spiritual teachings. Below I’ve listed 
some of the more common birds in the Bible and their spiritual meaning. 
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Dove-The white dove is without a doubt the most important bird in Christianity. In fact, it could 
be the most important imagery within Christianity, right next to the Holy Cross. The dove most 
famously represents the Holy Spirit, but also symbolizes other positive qualities; such as: 
innocence, purity, peace, and blessings. The dove throughout the Bible is only seen representing 
the positive. 

 

Robin-The red belly robin is another important bird in Christianity. Legend has it that the robin 
got its red belly from a fire in which it was trying to protect Jesus. The robin represents 
selflessness for a higher truth (or love). 

 

Eagle-There are a lot of references to the eagle in the Bible. The eagle represents bold positive 
qualities: strength, power, bravery, courage, renewal, and rebirth. 
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Sparrow-The sparrow is another common bird in the Bible. The sparrow is used to symbolize an 
offering. In the Bible, the sparrow is painted as something that “isn’t worth much”, yet as 
something that God deeply cares for. Sparrows, in deeper regard, point to our own human 
incarnation here on Earth. 

 

Blackbird-The blackbird symbolizes temptation and sin and is even attributed to the devil’s 
workings. The blackbird signifies darkness and evil. In the Bible the blackbird is sent by Satan 
himself to tempt humans with worldly desires. 

 

Falcon-The falcon in the Bible carries a message of duality. On one hand, the falcon represents 
evil thoughts. Other times in the Bible, the falcon represents turning to Christianity. 
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Raven-The raven is another bird in the Bible which represents duality. It was expected to be like 
the dove, as the first animal that Noah released from the ark. The raven is often condemned in 
the Bible, and many view the raven as a symbol of Satan. But the raven was also capable of great 
good – flying to feed Moses when he was stranded in the desert, for example. 

Jesus uses the raven as a lesson to be studied. He states that the raven is just like us, “The raven 
isn’t pure or innocent — it fails, it blunders, it’s noble, it’s shifty — much like us.” 

 

Peacock-The peacock represents eternity and the immortality of the soul. It’s thought that the 
body of the peacock doesn’t rot after its death. The peacock in the Bible represents wealth and 
prosperity and is often associated with emperors and kings. 
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Goose-The goose represents providence and vigilance.

 

Lark-In the Bible, the lark is used as a symbol for humility and modesty. 

 

Owl-The owl represents a bird of Satan. 
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Woodpecker-The woodpecker is another bird in the Bible used to represent Satan. The 
woodpecker is said to symbolize death and destruction. 

 

Stork-In the Bible; the stork symbolizes vigilance, piety, and chastity. 

 

Goldfinch-Used in the Bible to symbolize the passion of God, the goldfinch can be seen in 
Christian imagery and paintings; pictured along with baby Jesus. 
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Partridge-The partridge is another bird in the Bible that signifies a duality. In the Bible, the 
partridge is used to symbolize God and truth but also used as a representation for Satan and 
deceit. 

 

The Bible is Full of Bird References 

These are the most common birds in the Bible, the most central to the text, and the ones that 
have come to represent the Christian religion (to their respective varying degrees, of course). 

It’s important to note that the Bible is absolutely littered with bird references. Sometimes the 
references are used in a general sense – describing them as “winged creatures”, “fowls”, or 
simply just as “birds”. But there are still many more species of birds in the Bible that carry 
spiritual meaning, other than the ones listed above. 

The Bible also gives references to the following birds: turtles (turtledoves), swallows, hens, bats, 
herons, cranes, hawks, chickens, lapwings, quails, ostriches, pelicans, pigeons, swans, cocks, 
bitterns, ospreys, kites, cormorants, and other species of birds in the Bible – each carrying their 
own messages and spiritual meaning. 

BIRDS 

1. In Early Hebrew:-The Hebrew `ayiT means to "tear and scratch the face," and in its original 
form undoubtedly applied to birds of prey. It is probable that no spot of equal size on the face of 
the globe ever collected such numbers of vultures, eagles and hawks as ancient Palestine. The 
land was so luxuriant that flocks and herds fed from the face of Nature. In cities, villages, and 
among tent-dwellers incessant slaughter went on for food, while the heavens must almost have 
been obscured by the ascending smoke from the burning of sacrificed animals and birds, 
required by law of every man and woman. 
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 From all these slain creatures the offal was thrown to the birds. There were no guns; the arrows 
of bowmen or "throw sticks" were the only protection against them, and these arms made no 
noise to frighten feathered creatures, and did small damage. So it easily can be seen that the 
birds would increase in large numbers and become so bold that men were often in actual conflict 
with them, and no doubt their faces and hands were torn and scratched. 

2. In Later Usage:-Later, as birds of song and those useful for food came into their lives, the word 
was stretched to cover all feathered creatures. In the King James Version `ayiT is translated 
"fowl," and occurs several times: 

"And when the fowls came down upon the carcasses, Abram drove them away" (Genesis 15:11). 
"They shall be left together unto the fowls of the mountains, and to the beasts of the earth; and 
the fowls shall summer upon them, and all the beasts of the earth shall winter upon them" 
(Isaiah 18:6). "There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath not seen" 
(Job 28:7). The American Standard Revised Version changes these and all other references to 
feathered creatures to "birds," making a long list. The Hebrew `ayiT in its final acceptance was 
used in Palestine as "bird" is with us. 

 

 Structural Formation:-The trunk of a bird is compact and in almost all instances boat-shaped. 
Without doubt prehistoric man conceived his idea of navigation and fashioned his vessel from 
the body of a water bird, and then noticed that a soaring bird steered its course with its tail and 
so added the rudder. The structural formation of a bird is so arranged as to give powerful flight 
and perfect respiration. In the case of a few birds that do not fly, the wings are beaten to assist 
in attaining speed in running, as the ostrich, or to help in swimming under the water, as the auk. 
The skull of a young bird is made up of parts, as is that of man or animal; but with age these 
parts join so evenly that they appear in a seamless formation. 

 The jaws extend beyond the face, forming a bill that varies in length and shape with species, and 
it is used in securing food, in defense, feather dressing, nest building--in fact it is a combination 
of the mouth and hand of man. The spine is practically immovable, because of the ribs attached 
to the upper half and the bony structure supporting the pelvic joints of the lower. In sharp 
contrast with this the neck is formed of from 10 to 23 vertebrae, and is so flexible that a bird can 
turn its head completely around, a thing impossible to man or beast. 

"The first and principal difference and distinction in birds is taken from their feet; for they have 
either hooked talons, as Hawkes, or long round claws as Hens, or else they be broad, flat and 
whole- footed as Geese." Flight is only possible to a bird when both wings are so nearly full-
feathered that it balances perfectly. In sleep almost every bird places its head under its wing and 
stands on one foot. The arrangement by which this is accomplished, without tiring the bird in the 
least, is little short of miraculous and can be the result only of slow ages of evolution. In the most 
finished degree this provision for the comfort of the bird is found among cranes and other long- 
legged water birds. 
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III. Birds of the Bible.-The birds of the Bible were the same species and form as exist in Palestine 
today. Because of their wonderful coloring, powerful flight, joyous song, and their similarity to 
humanity in home-making and the business of raising their young, birds have been given much 
attention, and have held conspicuous place since the dawn of history. When the brain of man 
was young and more credulous than today he saw omens, signs and miracles in the 
characteristic acts of birds, and attributed to them various marvelous powers: me were 
considered of good omen and a blessing, and some were bad and a curse. 

Earliest Mention:-The historians of the Bible frequently used birds in comparison, simile, and 
metaphor. They are first mentioned in Genesis 7:14,15, "They, and every beast after its kind, and 
all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after its 
kind, and every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort." This is the enumeration of the 
feathered creatures taken into the ark to be preserved for the perpetuation of species after the 
flood abated. 

 They are next found in the description of the sacrifice of Abram, where it was specified that he 
was to use, with the animals slaughtered, a turtle dove and a young pigeon, the birds not to be 
divided. It is also recorded that the birds of prey were attracted by the carcasses as described 
in Genesis 15:9-11, "And he said unto him, Take me a heifer three years old, and a she-goat 
three years old, and a ram three years old, and a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon. And he took 
him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each half over against the other: but the 
birds divided he not.  

And the birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away." Palestine 
abounded in several varieties of "doves" (which see) and their devotion to each other, and 
tender, gentle characteristics had marked them as a loved possession of the land; while the clay 
cotes of pigeons were reckoned in establishing an estimate of a man's wealth. 

 Used in Sacrifice:-In an abandon of gratitude to God these people offered of their best-loved 
and most prized possessions as sacrifice; and so it is not surprising to find the history of burnt 
offerings frequently mentioning these birds which were loved and prized above all others. Their 
use is first commanded in Leviticus 1:14-17, "And if his oblation to Yahweh be a burnt-offering of 
birds, then he shall offer his oblation of turtle-doves, or of young pigeons. And the priest shall 
bring it unto the altar, and wring off its head , and burn it on the altar; and the blood thereof 
shall be drained out on the side of the altar; and he shall take away its crop with the filth thereof, 
and cast it beside the altar on the east part, in the place of the ashes." Again in Leviticus 5:7-10, 
we read: 

"And if his means suffice not for a lamb, then he shall bring his trespass- offering for that 
wherein he hath sinned, two turtle-doves, or two young pigeons, unto Yahweh; one for a sin-
offering, and the other for a burnt-offering." Throughout the Bible these birds figure in the 
history of sacrifice (Leviticus 12:8; 14:4-8; Numbers 6:10, etc.). 
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